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JLHE Poem, whidi is hei^e presenfecl 
t6' the reader, was originally written hf the Revi 
Samuel Wesley, the venerable parent of the 
late Rev. John Wesley, whose extraordinary: 
life has rendered his name more universally known 
than that of his father. It was first published to- 
wards the close erf* the seventeenth century, and 
soon p^sed through more than one edition. This, 
which is now before me, was printed in 1694. For 
some time it pbtaii^ed no inconsiderable degree of • 
notice, from those who feared tlod, and felt an 
attachment to the interests of the gospel ; but hav- 
ing lived its day, it retired into the shades, ah(i 
remained in that condition almpst forgotten and 
unknown. More than a century has now elapsed 
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»ince the mantle of oblivion has been drawn over 
it; and but few, peAaps, comparatively speakings 
know that such a poem ever existed. 

The interesting title which this volume bore, 
and still continues to bear, was that which first 
excited my attention, and induced me to examine 
and analyze its several parts. On opening it, the 
Pindaric stanzas which begin the Vlth book (but 
which now !nake the conclusion of it,) and assert 
the divinity of our Lord, were the first which 
claimed my attention. And being forcibly struck 
with the boldness of thought, and propriety of 
expression, which the poet had there introduced' 
on the most sublime of all occasions, I was in* 
duced to examine the whole with greater earnest- 
ness, than the promiscuous perusal of any other 

* • * " 

parts would probably have excited. For in the 
prosecution of this disquisition I had the mortifi* 
cation to find, that the execution of the work at 
large, instead of bearing a resemblance to that 
part which first caught my eye, almost formed a 
contrast with it. And if nothing further had ap- 
peared to reward me for my toil, the volume would 

V 



Ravfe Ibeen again consigned over to that oljlivioto' ih- 
which I found it. The event, however, proves thai-: 
this was not the case*- 

The subject itself, of which the poem professed- 
to treat, was awfully important, and could not fail-, 
to be in the last degree interesting- The life of our . 
blessed Lord, I was convinced, furnished an ine;K^> 
haustiUe fund of the richest materials; and dis-r, 
played a variety of scenes which gave room for: 
the poet to introduce every virtuous and viciouS' 
passion, and to exercise his utmost powers to exr. 
cite those hopes and fears which operate so power- • 
fiilly on the human mind. These valuable mate^ ; 
rials r found the poet had carefully collected, with* 
a sedulity that surpassed my expectation; and > 
arranged them with a degree of art, that nothings 
but the hand of a master could reach. In sulTey-^ 
ing the gharacter of Christ, as here delineated;« 
no remarkable, incident of his life, from the cradle: 
to his cross, was found to have been omitted:: 
nay, if we even take a still wider, range, every^. 
event of moment was noticed, from the espousals> 
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were ascribed, were always adequate to the dccoixi« 
.ylishmettt of those deeds which were performed. 

But, few contrasts, amidst the brilliancy of 
these scenes, appeared more conspicuous, than 

that which the design of the work, and the execiN 
"tion of it, exhibited. The former discovered a 

mind as comprehensive a» the scheme which it 
'had formed; and the latter, a crudity of expres* 
rsion which gave to the lines a disgusting appear- 

ance> and an offensive sound. The numerous 

abbreviations of words, which, in combinations 
. ihat might easily be attained, would have been 
rrendered wholly unnecessary — the barbarous ae- 
^centuation to which .others were obliged to submits 
>-^-the unreasonaUe disproportion of expletives, 
f which .were introduced to preserve versificatioii kt 
Jihe expeace o£ harmony and elegance-^and the 
.^umeroua^ tdplets> and unmeaning alexandrines, 
;Whi0h neither gave vigour to. the sentences, ;«or 

termi|:iatied the sense of :th^m,rr-were defects of .a 
. natmre sufficiently , important to outweigh those 
i.,cxceUe]Qq^.whic|b/.^!»ld wfcfeii to cjtwia. To 

i A 



PREFACE. IX 

these may be added the obsoleteness of numerous 
)erms: which sprinkled the work with an affected 
hoar of antiquity, while it injured those ideas 
^hich yrexe intended to be conveyed; — the con- 
traction of some subjects which should ratheir 
have been amplified than curtailed; — and the dila* 
tion of .others, that might have been wholly sup- 
pressed without occasioning any deficiency. And 
finally, in many instances, the characters were 
badly supported, and in several places the poet so 
. iBun^ beneath his original, that he actually im? 

. paired, that beauty which his admirable design 
wight invite him to endeavour to* improve. 
/,,0n comparing those excellencies with these 
contrasted defects, J found much to admire, and 
^much to condemn* The former admitted of, Uttle 

» ■ 

vdmendment, and reqmred no commendation; and 
^e latter scarcely allowed of apology. The 
.gc^at difficulty, therefore, consiste4 in separating 
ilie^prefVom the dtoss-r-in preserving the design, 
.without pei-petuating its. wretchedness of execur 
tion. This separation is now attempted; but oi^ . 
- (he xusumer in which it is accomplished, it is notiof 



X FREFACE. 

ine to decide. On certain points, however, I feef 
myself at liberty to speak; and conceive that 1 
only discharge a duty in complying with the re- 
quests of all who have a right to ask—" What parts 
of the work remain entire, and what change&hav« 
the others undergone ?" 

The original plan of Mr, S. Wesley remains 
unaltered, except in the Vlth book. The very 
long conversation between GamaUel and the Cen- 
turion concerning the Heathen mythology, and 
the debate between St. James and St. Pa^l (then 
persecuting Saul of Tarsus) on the Jewish tradi* 
tions, m-e entirely dropped. They discover great 
learning and ingenuity, but are very tedious> and 
more proper for a treatise in prose, than for a 
poem. These circumstances have obliged me to- 
make several alterations in the division. of the 
Vth and Vlth bobKs. ' In every other respect the 
original design has neither received additions nor 
>iuflered dimitlu'tioits. Every character is preserv=- 
ed, and no new one is introduced to bear the 
Oth^tS company. These fill the places they origi- 
nally filled^ and sustain their primitive relations t» 



pbbface; ii 

one anotHer. Hence the Contents wfaidi precede- 
^isteh booky the Vlth excepted, are presei^ed, 
WithoBt undergoing any alterations but such a». are 
of a verbal nature. A cotlnder^ble part also of 
ffie Notes which w^re subjoined to each book, con* 
tinue nearly as they were. Many howev^ have 
been expunged, because the changes whidi have 
been made in the versification have rendered diem 
totally unnecessaryr 

In the poem itself, however, the variations are 
considerable. Most of the I3riplet» have bem de-' 
stxoyed, and most of the useless alexandrizrai^ 
have been reduced ta the common standard of 
heroic measure. The numerous enpletives have beeft 
discarded. For abbreviated words, others of a fttU 
^onnd have been substituted; and none have been 
tither retained or introduced, that woidd not biMSfr 
liieir proper accents. The obsolete phraser wl^idi 
occurred have been set aside, unleiis some obvious 
eircumstauce pleaded in their beh^; but these 
^stances have been very few. Such. subjects of 
investigation as appeared irrelevant — sudi allusiosli 
as were local — such comparisons as wereiindiser^t 
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•i— and sudi illnstrations as were deemed unappro*^ 
priate> have been rejected. And where a redundance; 
of expression had been employed on topics that 
were unimportant, it has been contracted, to bear ^ 
proportion to the article under consideration. These 
are circumstances which have led to the introduction 
t)f. changes that in the aggregate have been yery 
considerable. But there is another incident whiqh 
has tended still more powerfully to swell the addi« 
tions that. have been made. 

'. The amazing magazine of materials which th<^ 
*«.uthor had collected, seems, to have opened upoQ 
him with greater rapidity than he was capable ^pf 
bearing, and to have profusely poured out mori^ 
stores than he was able to adjust. His thoughts 
fiiequently outran his expressions; and sometimes 
so crowded theuiselves in a single line, that thev 

obscured each other, or buried themselves in the 

■ ' ■ > 

shadows which they raised ; on which account 

they presented to the reader, at the first view, little 

less than a mass of confusion.. Of this the author 

^appears occasionidly to have been aware. Hence 

jcix many places the more prominent features only 
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Hrere touched^ while such as were of a more dU 
minutive nature were passed over in total silence. 
This method of proceeding prevented indeed the 
former eiTor from recurring, but it tended to in^- 
troduce others which were equally injurious to the 
performance. By this mode, the propositions be« 
c^ame straggling; and^ for want of those interme^ 
diate links, wliich should have connected tbe 
whole togetlier, the paragraphs, sentences, and 
lines, appeared to teem with insulated fact«» 
These circumstances rendered it neces^^ to divide 
tiiose clusters whidi crowded upon each odier, 
Jtnd to supply those deficiencies which. had been 
strangely occasioned by redundance. 

Through these causes the poem (the Vlth boplr^ 
•f course, excepted) has been considerably ei^- 
larged, notwithstanding the excisions which have 
taken place. Each book has received an additic^ 
of lines; several, of some hundreds; so that the 
whole lias acc^uired not less than two thousaq^ 
besides those which have supplied the place3.of 
euch as have been lopped off. Besides th^se liu^ 
which are additional; others are equally newj even 



^vliere the original ideas hare been rigidly pre* 
jKenred. For it frequently happened, that the re- 
moval of a barbarous or prosaic line induced an 
alteration in those which were connected with it; 
>and this oiftentimes continued till the recurrence of 
<6oine strange abbreviation renewed the necessitjr 
oS a diange. . On these accounts, very few of the 
"oiiginal lines are now standing. Those partu 
which are gindaric, form the principal exfceptioif ; 
•but these! are very small. In most other respects 
the versificairon may be said to be new; and the 
thoughts, which were originally in the poem, ante 
placed in such combinations, as appeared to ex- 
press the ideas intended to be conveyed by them 
jn the most perspicuous manner; so that in some 
places a transposition even of whole paragraphs 
has been made. In ^ort, it is an old poem cast 
ktto a new mould. 

Whethei*, through these alterations and addi 
lions, the poem has acquired any advantages which 
may be deemed considerable, is a question which 
^o^crs mist determine, llie writer flatters him» 



self, that on a comparatw^ estimate they will be 
found not unworthy of regard. But he does^ 
not profess himself to be a 'particular favourite of 
the muses» Painassua is a mount which he never: 
intended to ascend. His tale on the present 
occasion is short and simple. He saw this poem, 
of Mr. Wesley, the plan and design of whidi he 
thought to be exieellenty but the lines appeared ta 
be very bad. He has therefore endeavoured to 
mend what he has preserved; and to supply what 
he thought to be deficient. 
' But though he may not have succeeded equally^ 
to his wishes, the importance of the subject he 
hopes will apologize with such as have the inter-% 
ests of religion at heart, for its being again pre-^ 
sented to the world. If these receive benefit by 
what he has done, the consideration will heiglite» 
his satisfaction, as much as it will lessen bis soli* 
citude about the opinions of the rest of mankind. 
It is with a design to promote the spiritual wel-» 
fttfe of the pio^s diat he has revised the present 
work, and' to them it is primarily offered. 
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There is perhaps no species of writing more 
entertaining tfian that of biograpliical narrative;* 
but its utility must in no small degree depend 
upon the character of him who becomes the sub^ 
joct of historical relation. This must alwayi 
form the criterion, when tlie writer presents to 
tlie world a faithful delineation. An individual^ 
who has been renowned for probity and virtue, 
may become an example to thousands, who may 
view him as a pattern worthy of imitation; andf 
his history may diffuse virtues through various, 
departments of life, to which our calculations cm- 
not reach. But if these remarks are forcible a» 
ihey apply to mere mortals, what additional 
energy must they not acquire when applied to our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? His whole life, 
waa replete with wonders^ and iixe most exalted 
virtues { and on these accounts was mast worthy; 
of being recorded, and most admirably adapted 
to receive the embellishmaits of poetical diction. 
Through this medium, the s.ame truths may be-* 
come to many more impressive, than when deli* 
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Yered in prose^ and are more easily retained by 
the memory than when they are eommmiicated in 
any other way. 

It has been said by Aristotle, Bossu, and others, 
that ^ fable is a necessary, ingredient in epic 
'^ poetry.^ This no doubt is true, when the heroes 
brought on the stage are only of a common 
itature, and can perform nothmg more than mere * 
Inortal exploits. But in the character of our Lord^ 
we find every thing in most glorious reality which 
useful fable can be supposed to supply. The 
miracles, which, in other poems, the inventioa 
of the author creates imaginary beings to per- 
£t}mif are here founded in sacred truth, and the 
interposition of real invisible agents. The ground 
therefore on which fable delights to take its standi 
is already occupied by most sublime facts ; and in 
proportion as an exchange is made between them, 

ff 

the whole historical rdation must sujBfer disadvan* 
tages* £pic poetry can therefore never be in 
want of £Eible, while fact and incident can furnish 
|dl that is necessary. Indeed, ^* to mingle falsehoodii^ 
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(09 Mr. Wesley has observed,) or dull audleg^^ 
** ary fictions, which have neither life nor soul 
" in them, with the blessed gospel of our Saviour, 
** is, in some sense, to make them superior to it. 
** But certainly, expressing the truth in parables, 
*' and mingling these with the mysteries of the 
** gospel, cannot be thought to give it an air 
" of fiction; nor dare any one to uiiirm that it 
'^ does without blasphemy, since our Saviour ha^^ 
** so often done it." 
. It has been said, that 

^^ The gospel offers nothing to our thoughts, 
^^ But penitence and pmaishment for faults." 

Butsudi as are acquainted with its history know* 
that " it brings life and inimortality to light,'' and 
that it opens " a new and a living way into the 
^' holiest by the blood of Jesus ;*' and such as have 
^It its spiritual inAn&ojce, experience that *^ it is 
<* the power of God unto salvation," We know 
that it holds out the noblest examples, the most 
exalted motives, and the most glopious rewards; 
and affords suhlimer instances of benevolence^ 
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irienJlship; magnammityy and heroic sufferings than 
any tylher real history, or even feble, can produce, 
^ It shows us (says Mr. Wesley) a God really 
^'descending, disrobed indeed of all his^ more 
^ dazzling and insupportable glories, but yet 
^' dothed with whit has more of true divinity;— 
-** with condescension, and charity, and patience, 
^ and meekness, and innocence.** The gospel not 
only points out to us what we are, but also what 
we should be; and furnishes the means through 
wUdh the highest degree of moral excellence may 
\)e attained. In fine, it is replete with every bless- 
ing, and contains the last and greatest gift that 
'ever God bestowed upon mankind. 

If we look to the Lord Jesus Christ, we behold 
in his life and death those transcendent excellent 
cies, which at once excite our astonishment, our 
gratitude, and our love. If we advert to his words, 
we must be convinced that " he spake as never 
" man spake;" and if we look to his actions, we 
behold him ^ fulfilling all righteousness," and 
** magnifying the law, and making it honourable.*' 
If we recur to his power, we find that '^ in him 
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^ escape the comiptions tbat aie in die 'woiid 
** through lust." But " through Christ strengtb- 
'* ening us, we can do all things/' Tlirongh the 
light of his tsruth, and the influence of his Ko\j 
Spirit, we may he prepared for " an inheritance 
^' that is incoiTuptible, and undefiled, aiid <lbat 
•^ £suiedi not away/' That these happy efiects 
•may vesult from this r^resentation ot the '^ life 
[* of Cl»ist," is the earnest prayer of 



THOMAS COKB. 



DUBLIV, 

July 15, 1809. 
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BOOK I. 

-H Sing theGod, who, though enthroned on higli, 
In human nature deign'd to live and die : 
J sing the God each modest Seraph sings. 
The most afflicted, yet the best of kings ; 

Link 5« / sing the God,'] I must expect an attack from 
4he critics, on account of my propositions; who may 
complain, that they speak too advantageously of my sub- 
ject, representing it as an immense work, too l^eavy for an 
aogel ; and that nothing more can be found in the wholo 
book, when I talk of — singing the God, ^c. even in the 
second couplet. To them I may answer, that 1 had injured my 
divine Hero had I described him other than God as well ai 
man $ but yet even there, I make him, as he was, a suf- 
fering God : and indeed the greatest part of the proposi- 
tion is taken up with his exinanitiou and humiliation, his 
troubles and his sulTerings, which the masters of epic 
poetry recommend as the most proper matter for that part 
of a poem. Nay, I have carried him lowet* than ever any 
poet yet did his hero, and yet all agreeable t^ truths 
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Him, who from heavea to ^rtfa's vile shores came 

down, i 

Without his sceptce, diadem, or crown^ 
To banish Satan to the flames below. 
And rescue mortals from impending woe. 
Pain mark!d his steps in his incarnate autte. 
But Godlike patience made him truly great. 10 
To close our wounds he pour*d his precious bloody 
And with his life procur'd our peace with God* 
In his example we distinctly se^^ 
What Jesus wns, and what we ought to be. 

in that verse, *< And gave his Hfe when he could give m 
more,** For the other objection, giving so great an idea 
of the whole work, as well as the diyine Hero, I hope that 
too may be easily defended, since it is in order to two 
adtantages; the first in the prqposition itself, viz. mentioa- 
ing the author of the Poem with that mediocrity which 
J[)oth truth an4 decency require ^ " How then shall /,'* 
&c. The.second in the natural connexion of the proposition 
with the invocation, by introducing the Divinity to my 
assistance, ** thou whose word" &c. 

L. la. In his example.'] One great end of our Saviour*! 
eonuns: into the world, was undoubtedly to set us a 
.good example \ that his followers might learn from hi^i 
to be holy, to do good, ,and to suffer evil, tHrpugh his 
grace : but to say that that was the chief or only end, or 
that man could be saved, or God propitiated by his ex- 
.aniple; that his example could be a propitiation^ .ai^ 
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He taught us precepts disbeliev'd beforcj 15 

Aq«i QAVfi hit life wh*n K* ooiild sive no more. 

Hefice a new sera in the woild began^ 

And Heaven descended to reside with man^ 

The golden age appear'd again restor'd,. 

And saints and angels hail'd their common- Lord. QQ 

What seers predicted stood reveal'd to sight, 

While earth from heaven receiv'd auspicious light. 

Reviving hope began afresh to bloom. 

And faith's strong optics pierc*d beyond the tombi 

Thus liv'd and died the Saviour, to regain 2$^ 

Apostate man from everlasting pain ! 

Such was the price our great Redeemer gave. 

To ransom wretches whom he came to save I 

' Win then my Lord propitious aid refuse, 
InvpkM my God, my Hero, and my mu se i SO 

fiOffi^dnfov for t&e sins of mankiDcl, is just such reason as 
those who pretend so much to be masters of it frequent- 
ly put upon the world. I therefore instance in the other 
ends of onr Saviour's coming, teaching- a more perfect law, 
the law of faith, as St. Paul styles it $ and principally re- 
deeming mankind, and appeasing his Father by his inesti- 
mable merits and painful deaths whereby, as the Established 
Churdi expressly assierte in the consecration prayer at the 
communion, '' he made a full, perfect and sufficient sacri- 
fice^ oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of tlie whole 
world.'* 
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1 ting bis life, and bumblj hope for aid 

Fro HI him by wfinna orcot*^ wovldft W6rA »ft«^ f 

And hence attempt a work immense and raxe,'^ 
A work too vast for angel minds to bear. 
The mightiest masters of the tuneful throng, S& 
Whose aooh were smitten with thechanns of song^ 
Whose nameif will live till suns shall cease to sbiaei 
Grreat Milton^ Cowley, Herbert all divine> 
These felt the weighty task; but feeKag fvar'rf, 
Justsketdi^d its outlines^shrunk, and disai»peav*d. 40i 
How then shall I, a nameless thing, presuo^. 
To fill with honor their illustrioufi room ? 
To shine conspicuous where their laurels fade^. . 
Or make more progress than these bai'dahay« made) 

O thou, wliose word this All of nothing made>, 45 

r 

And good pronounc'd thebeauteous scene display *d|t 
O may thy all-enlivening Spirit shine 
Thmu^ every part of this, new world of mine ! 

JL 99. €^at MiUon, Cmmley^ Herbert aU divine,'] Mil* 
toa im kit Paradise Lost i Cowley in his beautiful deflcri|i»- 
tk>ft of the aagors anaimciation, aad incarnation of oaf 
Saittoxir, in Da^id^s Braam or Yition: and Herbert un! Jut 
excellent Sacrifice. I might have added more ; but aH tkat- 
\ kaipe seea are no better than fragment}; a completa 
"ifmlk of thia natare barring never yet> as far a» I know,, 
'keen, attempted in our language. 




Both light and hmng by tky fkt glvt» 
And thii through thee ultb lime aball die or live* 50' 
Thus shall the secret cauie af)peir reveal*d, 
Why this succeeded where these poets faird. 

Two worlds already had confess'd our Lordj. 
By angels honor^d^ aud by fiends abhorred ; 
Both Hell and Earth their attestations brought^ 55 
And rage and gladness prov'd the cares he wrought* 
His great ckslgns this varied witness gave^ 
Those to subdue^ but these be came to save. 
Hit fa»som*d sebjects lotid hosannahs slng^. 
Wbile fiends retire and curse their ancient King. 60 
Already be in deserts waste and wild, 
In Godlike innocence severely mild. 
Had met the tyrant of tlie realms below. 
And hand to hand subdu'd the mighty foe, 
WhOf. cursing, (kd^ as when tranfiiix'd he fell 63 
With double vengeance to the flames of hell. 
Thus God at last ia his own cause appears. 
To ransom man, and wipe his servants' tears. 

Yet those who people the bright realms of day, 
Must also liomage lo their Master pay, 70 

To vouch for glories not allowed to shine, 
jjLad prQVQ tamaa his embassy divine. 
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On Tabor's mount i* evince his mission true. 
Both heaven and earth sustained this intervievr. 
This mount of God, as Sinai long before, 75 

Celestial glories now descendiag; bore. 
With glowing beauties this divine abode 
Recaird the ancient Paradise of God. 

L» 75. This mount of Cod-I The mount of the trans- 
figuration i§ called the holy mount by St. Peter in h\i 
epistles. Nor is there any great doubt but that this was 
Mount Tabor, the Itabyrium of Josephus, since most of 
the modems and ancients are of that opinion. The pri- 
mitive christians undoubtedly belieired it, which they 
might easily do by tradition, from the disciples : and 
accordingly the Empress Helena built three Oratories, as 
is supposed, in the very place of the transfiguratioa. 

Z. 7T. fFiih glowing beauties this divine abodeJ] Tht • 
greater part of Palestine is, even now, described, by 
those who hav« seen it, as so beautiful, that it is impossi* 
ble for poetry to mend it 5 particularly this Mount 
Tabor, which all travellers represent as one of the most 
delicious places in the world. ' Among many, see Surius^s 
Pieux Pelerine, p. 316. »* Le sommet de cesacre moot 
'♦ est fort agr^able', &c. The top of this holy mount is ex- 
•• tremely agreeable and pleasant." 'Tis situated in the 
" great piain of Esdraelon, about three leagues from 
•• Nazareth, in form like a sugar-loaf, with a curious 
^* pleasant plain on the top ; from whence to thfe foot of it, 
>* it is all covered with (lowers, tree*, aiul shrubs (qui sont 
*• toujours verdoy ants), which are always green orflourish- 
** 'ing, as balsam-trees, olives, laurels," &c. And lower, 
*• This mount seems to have one of the most beautiful 
** prospects in the world : to the east you may see the 
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Its Steep ascent we climb "with pleasing pain ; 
But as we rise we view the op'ning plain ; 80 
Tin from its lofty summit we descry 
Unnumber'd beauties stretching to the eye; 
And underneath, around the spacious coast, 
The noblest prospect Jewry's land can boast. 
If east by north these prospects you pursue, 85 
Royal Tiberias rises to your view. 
Whose wealthy lords their evening pleasures tfdce 
In numerous boats upon the neighbouring lake : 

^< sea of Galilee, part of Stony Arabia, and the mount 
*' of the Beatitudes. To the west. Mount Carrael, and 
** the Great Sea (the Mediterranean). North, Bethuliaj 
** and Mount Libanus. South, the plain of £sdraelon» 
** mountains of Gill^oa, Hermon, Endor, Nairn,*' &c. 

L' 86. Rvyal Tiberiaa."] Then a new town, built by Herod 
on the west side of the lake, which bears its name (see the 
next note) in honour of the emperor Tiberius ; whence it 
was called, as Cssarea Philippi in Auranitis, by his bro* 
ther Philip. 

Xr. 88. In numerous boats upon the neighbouring lake^Ji 
The lake of Gennezareth, so celebrated in the New Testa- 
ment for many of our Saviour's short voyages ; for which 
reason we shall here once for all give a full account of 
it. It has several names, both proper and common^ It is 
called a lake for the most part in St. Luke, because a con- 
flux of fresh waters; Jordan falling into it about the north« 
east comer, by Chorazin and Capernaum, passes through 
it. It is called a sea by the other £va,ngelists, not only 
for its largeness ] but according to the idiom of the Hebi-ew 

Jl 5 



10 VHE LIPE OF CHRIST. BOOK 1. 

While ships of burden float with decent pride 
In deeper waters on the swelling tide ; go 

These wave their streamers and expand their sailfi 
And with spread canvas intercept the gales. 
Beyond these bounds appears^ due east, well knowDy 
Arabia's bosom, cbieflj fam'd for stone. 

lanpiage, Tvhich gives the name of sea to all gatiieringt 
together of waters, as the sea of Jazer east of Jordan, 
and even the Brazen sea belonging to the Tenaple. It hat 
four proper names in the scriptures : one iu the Old TesU> 
ment, the sea of Cinneroth, either from a town so c^led 
on its borders, or from its form, something like a harp, 
in the Hebrew Cinaer : In the New Testament it 'is styled 
the lake or sea of Gcnnezareth, GaHIee, and Tiberias; 
Gennezareth, either from Gan Hortus, and Nazar, a flowery 
oir compounded of two languages, a thing common enough; 
from yn Terra,and Nazareth, a famous neighbouring town, 
or perhaps stujjfe- small district thereabout : lastiy^ tht 
sea of GaliFc^f from the country so ealled washing mosi 
of its eastern sitte, and espccialty Ihe town of Tiberias, 
standing between Jotepata and Ttirieha^, the latter of 
which Josephus8a3s had much shipping. At the north- 
ws^t comer fif the sea or lake stands Bethsaida ; on the 
east side Gadara, which ma(^ such a desperati^ iefcne^ 
against the RoBnaas i and near that Gerasa or Girgasev 
which names that whole side of the eonntry^ being all the 
remains of the old nation of the Girga^ites, destroyed by 
Joshua. Josepbns makes this laka a hundred ftiitlong» in 
length, and six in breadth, describing at large thereon tl^ 
famons sea-ight of the people of that country with flifi- 
Romans. Our Qkldulph »aysj it it t^vcaty-four miles lonfv 
aM £fteeii bfei^. 
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a 

$.0«tb Kishon xo]k, whose baak3 new watery fill, QJi 
Wbea paas'd by Western Hevinon's geAik hill, 
It rolls august, hut yields a weaker ti^^j^ 
Than when tbc stars e^iigag'd on tsia^l's side ; 
l^^heQ o'^r \ia crimson'd waves, a ghastly ibrang,^ 
bodies, s^n.d sbieUsji and h^lma, pron^iscuovs roU'd 
along. ]<}0 

Its wielding couue thence w^sta^d oorthward goei^ 
And near the walls of little Naim flows. 
Hence Carmel's yielding groves entice its waves. 
To add aew beauties ^ the soil it laves, 

L. 96. JVken passed by Western HermofCg. geniU kiil!] 
KwhoB) bore detcrtbeti, U reckoavd by geographers the 
ttoblest river in Palestine sext to the Jerdaa. It haa two 
lieacb and two (uHs, unless my authors are mistaken : its 
larg^est head-rises south of Tahor, near Scbastc or Samaria ; 
awl passing: this Western Her moa, a small mountain so 
called on t)ie we^ of Jocdaa, nqt far from Gilhoa, jqst 
%^ the foot of Tabor, it j(«ina the other stream wbicti 
IM»Bies itosok the norlh of that mountain, called Uy some 
jyWie l^ishon. Its -two faHs fre, one into the lake of 
Tiberias, south of Tarichflaa ; the other into the Medi- 
liortaneaB, called in tiie acriptures the Western Sea, and 
Ibe Great Sea, to disiiofuish it from. their inland iea^ wl 
Ih0 groafcMare Eoiim, behind Arabia. 

1/. lOS. Hence CdrmeVs yielding groves eniice Us iwwm.] 
It is indeed described like a paradise by Fuller and others : 
for thus he writes in his Pisgah, Lib. 2. p. 161. «• As 
** forOarmel in ^ncral, it was so delicious a place, that 
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Here^ when Elijah BaaKs minions slew, 105 

Who broaght false Gods to supenede the troey 
This stream receiv'd the impious culprits' blood, 
And on its margin Israel tiirn'd to God* 
From hence it rolls to the great western flood, 
A little norths where wealthy Tyrus stood ; 110 
Whose stately walls nor storms nor ocean fear. 
Whose hardy sons defied (he wastes of.wan 

** more rural pleasure was hardly to be fancied than hert 
" to be found. It consisted of high hills, a fruitful yak, 
** the pleasant river of Kishon, and a goodly forest. From 
*^ which Carmel^ as the pkitforin of pleasure, many other 
** delightful places are so named." 

L, 110. Jl little north y where wealthy Tyrus «fooif.] 
Palaetyrus, or old Tyre, was built on the sea-shere. It 
was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, after a thirteen years 
siege, though he got nothing by it but the bare nest, the 
inhabitants flying by sea to their colony at Carthage. 
After which, new Tyre rose like a phaenix out of its 
aslies; whence some haTe thought both name and 
fable take their original. It was built within the 
very arras of the sea, the Mediterranean coming quitt 
roimd it $ by the adirantage of which situation it sustain- 
ed a siege of some time, eyen^from Alexander himself, who 
at hut took it with almost infinite pains and labour, being 
forced to make a; causeway into the sea -to get at it. But 
he was well paid for his labour by the incredible riches 
which he found therein. Now it is altered indeed ; nothing 
of all ita proud buildings being left, besides about a hundred 
miserable huts of Turks and Moors^ among yast heaps of 
ruins. 



BOOK I. THE LIFE OF CHRIST. i$ 

Her sister Sidon asks -a bolder flight, 

A tedious distance to the wearied sight — 

A greater journey than the eye has made, 1 15 

And seems half buried in projecting shade. 

For close behind it with aspiring height. 

The clouds of Libanus obstruct the sight. 

If southern views our wandxing eyes detain, 

Jezreel appears, and rich Megiddo*s plain ; 120 

In that dire spot, unhappy Naboth fell ; 

In this, Josiah bade the world farewell. 

But angry justice overtook the base. 

And rooted out vile Abab's wicked race. 

To this fair mount our blessed Lord repaired, 12ft 
By those attended who his favors shar'd. 
Two destin'd martyrs, and the third his friend. 
By him selected, with their Lord ascend. 
First James and John, whose superadded name 
Was drawn from thunder to express their flame. ISO 

L, 127. Two destined martyrs f and the third hi$ friend,'] 
St. Peter, crucified at Borne wifh his head downward $ and 
St. James, beheaded by Herod. 

Zr. ISO. /F49 drawn from thunder to express their Jlame,^ 
So interpreted by the EyaDgetist himself, ^* Boanerges, that 
•* is, sons of thunder." 
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Cephas came next^ whose mon^ unrivaird zeat 
Our Lord rebukM ere it was known to fail. 
I'bufse^ with his naor^ peculiar ftivor bless'd. 
He takes apart, aad leaves t^ehind the r^st. 

Scarce had the cheerful harbinger of day 1 55 
Warftd with his voice the shadesof night away, 
Birfbre oor watchfbl Saviour, (^who denies 
The sun, his shade, Before himself shouM rise,) 
Had conquer*d Tabor^s lofty summit, wh^re 
His soul ascends in ardent hymns and prayer. 14^ 
No earthly thottght, no sublunary things, 
Could clog his spirit or retard its springs, 
0¥ cheek its progress to the Father^s throne, 
The mystic mansion of the great 'Rjree-One. ' 

To Tabor's mount he' beckon'd from the sky 145 
Two glorious saints who reigned enthroned on high-— ^ 
Moses, the leader of God's chosen- band. 
Who nature's laWs inverted with his wand-^ 
With him Elijah, who sublimely rode 
^ car of lighti^iipg to the throve of God ; 150 
Whose soul of flame as pure ami warm was macle 
As those whicli liim to his reward conrvey'd. 
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Thus lairaDd prophelar4lieir perfection find 

In Him who snffer*d to redeem mankind. 

Thus Cbrist^ and Moses^ and Elias came, 155 

Their persons dififrent^ but their views the same. 

Tbeee, wrapp'd in glory, on mount Tabor walk'd» 

And things imuytterable look'd and talk'd. 

Yet thus compared, Elijalis zeal decay'd^ 

And Mose« saw his rivalled meekness fade. 160 

Here tl^; conversed on God's mysterious love. 
But half reveal'd to thpse enthroned above. 
They knew their Lord, their monarch of the skyt 
Must yidd to death, although he could not die ; 
The Light of Light, hymn'd by the heav'nly quire^ 
The co-essential Son of his almighty Sire* 16Q 
This sacred doctiine fully to ei^plaia 
The host of heaven had labor'd long in vain. 
But though they CQuld apt his designs explore, 
Their duty bade them credit and adore. 170 

. Lf. 153. Thus Im 4^n4 pr^ghets, tkeir §eifectim JM*i 
It is aa obserration of Isome of tl^e fathers, that by t^^ 
appearaoee of Moses and Efhiisi to our Saviour, Tvas figur- 
ed the harmoiiy Ue^weeii tlks .IaWi the pFQ|rfiets» and tba 
gospel ^^which he then came to cjelivcr. And indeed there 
•eems tobe-more of sdtifltty in this thaa in most of those* 
allegoricid fti^cief » 
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While thus conversing, these the troth discern'di 
And from the Saviour the dreld secret learned. 
Dull slumbers seiz'd the three Apostles' ejes^ 
And due attention from each bosom flies. 
Fatigued and careless they supinely lay^ ^ 175 
Nor knew the worth of this important day. 
The Saviour saw^ and with a piercing beam 
Rous'd the duU sloths from their inglorioas dream. 
They starting gaz^d, but found the scene too bright, 
And shrunk disordered from the flood of light : 180 
Confus'd, o'erwhelm'd, with these refulgent beamsj 
It seem'd a vision of romantic dreams. 
Thus when the last, the dreadful moment comes, 
That groaning nature shall unfold her tombs> 
When God's pavilion in the clouds is spread; ISS 
Aud lambent lightnings flame around his head, 
Creation trembling at the- sight shall fly. 
And guilty mortals wish again to die. 

The Saviour saw their visual orbs oppressed. 
And half the glory of the scene repress'd. 190 
What yet remain'd his condescension veil'd. 
And mitigated what was not conceaFd. 
Then, tho* they gaz'd, the wondrous things they saw 
Their utmost powers were far too weak to draw^ 
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Unrivall'd beauties deck'd the Saviour's face, 195 
His dazzling form the circling glories grace. 
His seamless coat^ than falling snows more white, 
EnclosM a piHar of transparent light : 
This stands alone, though human arts combinet 
And clearly proves the workmanship divine. 200 
The two great prophets who beside him stood, 
Array'd in light, their modest glories showed. 
Thus stars appear, when twinkling they display 
Their feeble lustre to the orb of d^y.' 
Yet Moses, who from trembling Sinai came, £05 
Appear^ encircKd in a robe of flame ; 
While great Elijah, half conceaKd from sight, 
Shone with strange lustre through a cloud of light r 
Should we these scenes to things on earth comparCj 
We needs must blot what should be render*d fair : 
Just as the painter, who designs to show 211 

The sun above, portrays ^ cloud below. 

Zr. 197. His seamless coat y than falling mows more whiU.y 
JnSt. Matth. xvii. 2. we read, ^<Hisface did shines the sun, 
and his raiment was white as the light." There is little 
doubt but that the same splendour, or glory, with which hig 
face shone, was also communicated to all his blessed body : 
hence he shone through hi8clothes,they receiving lightfrom 
him now, as virtue at other times; whence they must needt 
appear white, as the clouds do when the sun pierces them 
with hi)i rays. 
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The sun advanciog txembled oi he •hoM| 
£clips*d will) spleodori itrongur than hU ovni 
Yet teeing Uiin whom distant worldi obey, i\t 
DispellM the clouds^ and drove the cer of dajr. 
Thus cherubs look in their harmonious course 
Near light and beauty's unexhausted source : 
Their robes grow brilliant^ when, commanded, tb^- 
Some mighty message to ihe worJd conyey. 220 

Transports of joy fiil'd each disciple't breast^ 
Too big for utterance^, or to be repressed. 
They saw their reason in these trutiis expirei 
Just a& the sun extinguishes the fire. 
Thus when some prophet has a vision seepj tHk 
Or feels an impulse from hb Qod withio^ 
In alj his gestures^ in his eyes, we find 
Decisive tokens of his lab*riug mind.; 
The springs of i^at^re full of life appear : 
Thus the discuples look'd and acted here, 230^ 

What they perceived, was pleasure mix'd with pain^r 
And what they fear*d, was losing k again* 
Their pondYmg thoughts in mute su^'pensionhung,. 
And solemn silence sat on every tongue, 
l!^ll Cephas, urg'd to ease his anxious breajjt, 235 
Spoke for himself the language of the rest: 
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'^ Ijlach honuux'd Master^ if thy servants aro 
^i Peculiar objecu oil thy heav'aly care, 
^' Graat us perqiisaioa on this mount to stay ; 
^' Or if we move, Q take our souls away. 240 
^' If thus permitted to continue herci 
*' We can with case three tabernacles rear^ 
*' For Thee, for Moses, for Elias one ; 
'* Speak but the word the labor shall be done ; 
'• Nor hat crcation*s Lord disdainM to dwell 20 
•* In the poor tents of favoured Israel.** 

Scarcely bad Cephas tliese desires declar'd^ 
Before new scenes of miracles appeared. 
Around their heads celestial clouds arise, 
Which rather brighten than cox^ceal the skies ; 35P. 

ft 

Compai'd with day they seem'd divinely fair. 

And soatter'd odouirs through the balmy air : 

Form'd of materials niost serenely bright. 

They shone a tissue of unsullied light. 

Such are .those fleeces which unheeded stray, 25 j^ 

Where God dispenses everlasting day : 

Such was that cloud which made the world's first 

morn^ 
jBre the young sun or infant stars were born: 

f * 

E, t5T. Such wa» thai cloud which tnude the w9rW%fni 
mom,'] It IS g^enterallj tiiou^, tiut ^s ttg^t whidi war 
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Such was thai pillar which from Egypt mo^M 
To pilot myriads by their God beloVd. 260 

From earth to heaven the bfty column spreads 
A moving mountain formed of flame and shade. 

The three Apostles, as the clouds prevail. 
Felt all their spirits and their muscles fail; 
Their loins relax, their knees no strength imj^arli 
And fear and trembling seize on every heart. £65' 
Thusheav'niy virtue, though through shadows seeoi 
Must with convulsions strike the sons of men I 
Low on the earth, dissolv'd in reverent fear) 269 
They heard a voice which none but they must hear; 
The voice of God ; no more in frowns express*d, 
With lightnings written, or in thunders dress'd. 
Such as at Sinai issued forth the law. 
And with dread earthquakes rock'd the plains below, 
But all melodious, tranquil, and serene, 275 

Which charm'd like music this delightfiil scene. 
Tn words like these the will of God was given;. 
In attestation of the King of heaven : 

created the first day, and distinguished day and night by 
its circum'VQlution, till the fourth day, when the sun was- 
made, was no other than a body of light of whose creation' 
we read in Gen. i, S. and which was afterwards distribute 
ed into fua, stars, and perhaps other lucid bodioa. 
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** I thuf declare thee my Beloved Son, 279 

-^^ Whom all my gervaats shall both hear and own.^ 

They heard, but durst not the great Speaker meet, * 
But humbly prostrate kiss their Master's feet ; 
Who, with those accents which the dead can raise, 
Sooth'd his weak friends, who wake to bursts of praise; 
Then silent gaz'd, but could no more discern 2B5 
The heavenly pair, whose absence now they mourn. 

Thus holy souls from sin's gross dregs refined. 
Whose frames assimilate to perfect mind. 
Whose mystic converse with the saints in light 
Remains unbroken, and imparts delight — 2^0 
When these perceive, through sleep's dim curtains, 

shine 
Angelic essences and forms divine. 
They wake, and sigh to find them disappear. 
Or rapt is vision cliasp the empty air : 294 

So these had mourn'd, but that their gracious Lord 
Dispell'd their sorrows with his peaceful word. 
He, rais'd abov^ that flame which men desire, 
.Of glory kindled at ambition's fire. 
What they had seen commands them to conceal, 
for reasons then not prudent to reveal, 300 



Till he the Saviour of the wwld should die, 
Forsake the tomb, and re-ascedd the sty : 
Then should these links in projjer order shine^ 
And prove the chain of evidence divine. 

They all amaz'd revolv'd his deep intent, SOS 
Nor fathom'd what these strange expressiotis tnedtit/ 
That Christ must die, they heard with strafigc 

surprise — 
And burst the barriers of the tomb and rise : 
Hence tardy faith these painful truthii received, 
And half suspected what it half bcliev'd. SIO 

On quitting Tabor he the same expressed. 
And tides ©f grief infus'd in every breast ; 
Described his wounds, his pains, those scenes of woe, 
Which he, though sinless, soon must undergo : 
How he, to enter death's uneasy gate, 315 

.Must bear the guilty world's unequal weight, 
Y^t burst asunder death's inglorious chain. 
And the third mornipg rise to life again. 

Peculiar anguish enter'd every heart 
At truths so dreadful which his lips impart. 320 

i All would as gladly, if they durst, reprove, 
As Cephas did through his officious love ; 
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<< Thi^shatl notbe,^' presumptitoasiy he cried, " 
And in (effect the truth of <3od denied, 
^bh! born to err, our kindness sows too high, 32^ 
.Or Christ must suffer, or the world mu^t die. 
He knew what heavy ransom taudt be paid, 
Cre time was born, or earth's fou'fidation laid : 
He knew the time, and pointed to that hour 
When He for man hrs sacred blood must pour. HSO 
JUhe {dace eppear'd^ Jerusalem was n%h. 
Whose lofiy turrets glitter'd intbe sky : 
A city charg'4 trith seas of blood befofe^ 
Yet this of Christ must now involve it more ; 
And treasure vengeaiice {^r that ^t^ful d^iy, iS36 
Wimfi Roman eagles, watching foi' their prey^ 
Should seiae her sons to istern destruction. giv^ 
>A.nd on their heads discharge the wmth.ef heavetii 

Christ from this place to Galilee repairs, 
JEas'd by devotion while oppress*d with cares ; 340 
And through its wilds a silent journey takes, 
Npr mms at greatness by the cures he makes. 
Yet vain his efforts to proceed conceal'd. 
Suns ahvays shine by their own light reveal'd. 
Se^ from afar what crowding myriads come, 34^ 
And in their train, the blind, the halt^ the dumb^ 
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Impeird by hope^ abandon'd cripples meet, 
And find compassion at the Saviour's feet. 
From old Bethabara the sick they bring, 349 

And swarms attend from Jordan's double spring. 
Lepers, demoniacs, feel the genial shower, 
And trembling demons shrink beixeath his power. 
The lame their feet without their crutches find. 
And those go seeing who approach'd him blind^ 

But Oh, what angel's eloquence could prove 335 
A just desciiber of his deeds of love ! 
His light imparted to relieve the blind, 
Shone on their spirits to illume their mind. 
Heturnuig vigour to the lame was given, 359 

That these restor'd might urge their way to heaven. 
And while the leper feh his softening skin^ 
Grace overcame the leprosy within. 
How oft has Christ, with deeds like these oppress'd, 
Retir'd from labor to solicit rest ! 364 

Thus while his works evinc'd his heavenly birth, 
Fatigue proclaimed him like the sons of earth; 
To gain that rest which gathering crowds denied, 
He sometimes slept upon the swelling tide ; 
And found repose upon the hoary main. 
Which earth refus'd, or made him seek in vain. 37^ 



I 
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TwBS iot a boat of fair Betbsaida's town. 

Which JameS| and John, their Sire, and Peter^ oWtt, 

Tbat^Cfarist retired totatte the balm of sleep^ 

Or wake alternately to pray and weep, 

When be exerted his Almighty sway, 375 

Which both the ocean and the storms obey. 

*TwBS at a time when length'ning shadows stray 

To warn mankind of the decline of day, 

That he forsook the Galilean shore, 

The men and coasts of Gadara t'explore ; 380 

And when on board, the humble eabin takes, 

And skeps, thongh all his guar^ of angels, wakes. 

The anchor weigh'xl, the seamen spread their sails^ 

And glide in peace before the friendly gales, 

Wliile breeze, and waves, one common pronnise 

brought 3^ 

To land them safely on the coast they sought. 

Bat soon prognostics, terrible to sight, 

Deform'd the prospects of the flattering night*^ 

The 9^men saw a gath'ring vapour rise, 

Which snatcliM the land from their half wearied 

eyes, 390 

StiU darkening more and more the disappearing 
skies. 

J9L. I. C 
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Old Zebedee, by long experience taught. 
To times and seasons turn'd his labouring thought: 
When first intent he view'd the black'ning wr. 
He bade his mates for coming storms prepare ; SQS 
Then seiz'd the helm, as one who knew it best, 
And to their quarters ordered all the rest. 
Nor was their care more needful than their haste; 
A gloomy darkness all the skies overcast ; 
In sullen gusts the winds began to roar, 400 

And drive large billows to the distant shore. 
Whether the foe might here attempt to gain 
What on the land he struggled for in vain ; 
•Or hop'd by sudden onset to prevail. 
Where with fair force he durst no more assail ; 405 
Or whether nature only lent the storm, 
' That men might see what Jesus could perform ; 
By him permitted^ who can storms controul 
Which ravage nature, and unhinge the soul; 
Remains uncertain to the himian race, 410 

■ And stands a secret which we cannot trace. 
But whether this from nature claim'd its birth, 
Or him who rules the disobedient earth. 
Still more and more its threat'ning rage prevails, 
And from the mast divides the splitting sails. 415 
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The dead sea roars, atid svilphVous vapours come 
In rolling flames from its infernal womb : 
Regions remote strange desolations bear. 
And bolting thunders bellow through the air. 
Old Jordan bears, its waters backward run A2/B 
(As thrice before) the fatal shock to shun : 
Against the stream rolls in th' unnatural tide. 
And shouldering seas upon each other ride: 
Wind against wind, floods dashing floods, arise. 
Whirlwinds and whirlpools blend bolh earth and 
skies, 425 

Descending sleets from every quarter come, 
And fear and ice the seamen's hands benumb. 
Full o'er their heads upon a dismal cloud 
Fate's angry messengers for passage crowd, 4Sg 
From its broad front wide sheets of flame are drivep. 
While wrathful lightnings show the vaults of heav*n. 
These with new horrors strike their eyes with light; 
But rather burn than inten*upt the night. 
By these they saw the boiling deep display 494 
Those hidden caves where wild sea-moasters plays 

i^. 421. A$ thrice before."] Once to Joshua, Joih. iii. 1€V 
«nce to Elijah, 2 Kings, ii. 8. then to Elisha, ibid. 14. 



% 

'V^ gulf which yat^n'd pr^doc'd a h^rid Aioift 
Of rocks^ and shelves' ijRi9eeii by nrMi Hkskfte^ 
Above^ th^ heard bla^k v9K^iMa of Prtxet iwt «; 
Whild death in triotnph rod^ eiodi threat'iiriiigwave^^ 
"Thither aasttrge^, fearfully, they rise, 440 

And hi^g in pynmids amkht the fikiei; ; 
Thence deep descending, in the awfisrl vale^ 
Shun for sonse inoments the destrtictlvie giJe*' 
ThtiB in wild tomtilt rais'd, depressed, and tom'd, 
Tbey meum their fate>and givetbemiselveB for lost. 
The helm no more the nervous hand' obeys^ 446 
But wildly Buffers from conftieting seas. 
The ooising seams portend some dreadful blow, " 
Which iiHyn mast sink them in the sbadeg below : 
8&me treacherous platik they soon expect will start, 
ISill their last hopes, and bid their souk depart* 
italfiiirdwi#i' streams, which now increasing fiow, 
A tikMight occarr'd that Jesus slept below : 
And in that moment when on trim they think, 
A cry wa]8 utter'd — '* Save us, Lord; we sink/* 455 
AH pmy'd, but Jadas most, who, dreading fate> 
•Invok'd ihat aid which liow appeared too late. 
The Saviour, hearing their expiring cries, 
Came to their aid with pity in his eyes, 459 



Chid tbc 0)a4 wav^^iipfatvk^d'tihe blust^rui^ WiiK^y^ 
;Aiid ch«i9'd their ;»t)ggr. If illii^his migh,tywmiqdl* 
Obedient nature heard bis vpice, and stpod^ 
And gentle ibrec2)^ 4i^'d the ^welling floodi;' 
The mountains stinl^i ;tHe vales bec^uQ^ ^ plaiib 
And zephyrs whisp^'d on this tranquil loain : 400 
^e night oooe more became a peaeeA^) sh^dct, 
SiiU'd by that Word by .whicl^ the worVl was ffif4fi» 
•Thns jexe his Fiat gave creation births 
Qr planted order oti the spacious ear^h. 
Tumult through t^tiAQS canjs'd bla^]^ pb^k;s to rQ9r, 
Whose turbid w»t£r9 Jcnew hq rest nor sbor^e. 4Zi' 
But when the XjU>dhead its wild bosom prosct'd^ 
The unfprm'd ^elements ui0liipi'd tp rc?t; 
Their mingled noa^es the^peCo^th p^egnf^nt pt^y^. 
And Light was bprn to Cbao^ and tp Loye. .47^ 
Thus at his. vxDic^ tb^ bQist'iK:tu? ^tprms siibside^ 
And stars are s/sen rieBected frow Jtbe tide 5 
The crazy vessel reach'd the destin'd shore, 
^And those Who trembled, now dieir Lord adore ; 
While guilty demons ^hun his picrcii\g sight, 480 
And flee for succour to their aativ£ ni^t. 

Yet more itlostrioiis miracles attend 
The Saviour, hasl'niifg to Jtlis Joajciiisj'fs .ep^ol. 
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$trong, and refreshed, to Olives' mount they go, 
And thence survey the city strelch'd below. 485 
Descending hence^ among the trees they spy 
Thy happy walls, delightful Bethany ! 
A village this where Lazarus was lord. 
Who often at his hospitable board 
Regard the Saviour and his faithful friends^ 490 
Without adverting to his private ends. 
iiox could these friends, so near, neglect that door 
Where mutual kindness iill'd each breast before. 
With him two sisttrs now repos'd in love, 494 
And turned their faith and hope to things above. 
Martha had long her brother's fortune shar'd. 
And made his interest her sincere regard. 
Had liv'd sequester'd with unspotted fame. 
And cherishM virtues whiqh adorn'd her name. 
But hapless Mary had at courts been bred, 500 
And trodden paths where pleasure's snares are laid, 

L. 490. RegaVd the Saviour and his faithful friends,'] 
They might be all faithful yet, though Judas was after- 
wards corrupted : or if not, the old Denominaiio d majori 
will be a sufficient plea. 

L, 500, But hapless Mary had aJt courts been hred.^ I 
know it is controverted, whether this Mary were the repent- 
ing Magdalene ; but it is enough for me, that some great 
jUvines have been of that opinion. 
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There found her chastity a weak defence 
Against those arts which murder innocence. 
Her soul, subdued by vanity and pride. 
Soon lost that virtue which had -been her guide ; 
Hence lust, ambition, each unholy guest, 506 
And seven black demons seiz'd her guilty breast. 
These hell-born fiends the Saviour chas'd away. 
As mists *re scatter'd by the rising day ; 
Recaird her soul, by mercy's powerful charms, 5 10 
From a deceiver's to a Saviour's arms. 
Hence an illustrious penitent she prov'd ; 
Her crimes were great,and much she wept and lov*d. 
Thence from the court to Bethany she came, 5 14 
To mourn and pray, and spread her Saviour's fame: 
Through grace divine she fourtd her soul reliev'd. 
And by her brother was with joy receiv'd. 

Martha and Mary join'd in one request^ 
And Christ, and his, to see their brother, press'd. 
Who now beneath a mortal fever's ragCj 520 

Which no attempts could baffle or assuage. 
Just gasp'd for life : for, standing by his bed. 
The stern physician shook his awful head ; 
Thence with slow steps in silence to the door 
Walks, and declares his skill can do no more. 525 



The pioas listers, oyercoipe with grief, 
Look rocmd on all, solicitiDg relief : 
But look ia vain for what no art can give. 
To dry their teai's, and make their l>rather live/ 
In this distress they call'd that Friend to mind 530 
WiK)se powerful voice gave eye-sight to the bliod^ 
And sent a message, though it seem*d too late^ 
To snatch their brother from imj>ending fate. 
To hasten Christ whose power alone could siave 
Him whom he lov'd from sickjiess or the grave. 

Christ in reply forbade them to despair, 53^^ 
And ordered both to dissipate their fear, — 
Told them) that he whom raging sickness prov'd, 
Should spread the glory of ihe God they lov'd. 
He, notwithstanding, his approach delay'd^ 54' 
And, though requestjd, at a distance stay'd. 
Till from his friend the parting soul had .6ed, 
And his remains were lodg'd among the dead. 
The funeral rites with due observance made. 
And all just honors to his ashes paid, 545 

His weeping friends to his sad house returii, 
Condole the sisters, and their losses mourn. 
But while they pour'd their lamentations here, 
^be tidings reach'd them^ that oiur Lord was near. 






BO.O;|k ]U TJ9E JLIFE 0]P CHRIJ5T. 33 

Martha oa this, her Godlijce guest \o meet, 550 
Left her co^upanioDs, and emjbrac'd his .feet ; 
And while recounting their jdjs^ster — cricd^ 
^^ Iladst thou be^ here, my brother had not di^; 
And even now, spch is my f^uth's degree. 
Ask what thou wilt, and God will jgive it thee»" 
The Saviour, struck with syoipatbetic pain, 566 
Replied-^" Thy brother sUall revive again." 

Attentive Martha listen'd to her Lord, 

Then ran to Mary with his gracious word : 

Biit still her faith directed her to view 560 

That final hour when all must find it true. 

The mourning fair some piou§ Jews attend. 

And praise the deeds of their departed friend ; 

Recount his virtues, his good actions tell, 

And inly sigh to live and die as well. 565 

When these perceiv'd that Mary went in haste. 

They also rose, not knowing what had pass'd. 

And fully bent to spotlie the weeping pair, 

Walk'd to the grave to pour their sorrows there. 

Mary, whom Martha to the Saviour bore, 570 

Fell at his feet as Martha fell before. 

And prostrate there in plaintive accents cried, 

" Hadst thou been here, my brother had not died." 

c 5 
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The mournful group the general grief expressed. 
And Jesus groaning wept among the rest: 575 
The woes of man his tender passioils mov'd. 
He wept like man the loss of what he lov'd. 
Again he wept, imd ask'd where Lazarus lay. 
Devoid of life, a sordid lump of clay ? 
Too well they knew the margin of the cave, 580 
And showed the marble that concealed his grave. 
With sighs suppress'd, he heav'd an inward groan, 
. And bade the people roll away the stone. 
Martha, not yet perceiving his intent. 
Anxious to please, yet willing to prevent, 583 
Spoke, paus'd, larnented, hesitated, sigh'd, 
*^ .'Tis now so long, dear Master, since he died, 
" That putrid steams must needs infect the air, 
'* Which neither Thou nor these his friends can 
bear," 

£. B7^. }ind Jesus groaning wept among the rest.'] He 
groaned, John, xi. 33. \iept, 35. And here I need not tell 
any judicious reader, that I feel myself fall infinitely short 
of the history, which I thiak has the most tenderness in 
it of any in the whole bible, excepting perhaps that of 
our Saviour's commending his mother to his friend from 
the cross, in the ninth book. Nor can scarcely any thing be 
a greater argument of our Saviour's kindness and good- 
ness to mankind, than hi^ being thus concerned at his 
friends' misfortunes, even when he knew that he should so 
remove them. 
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Jesus reply'd, " Believe, and wonders see, $gO 
*' And humbly these events consign to me." 

The stone remov'd, to Heav'n he lifts his eyes. 
And prays awhile to Him who form'd the skies ; 
Then turning boldly to the lifeless clay. 
Before spectators in the face of day, 595 

Lifted that voice which ancient silence broke. 
That heaven and earth might witness what he 

spoke ; 
Then, with that power which gave creation birth, 
Pronounc'd augustly, " lazarus, come forth/' 

The piercing accents enter'd death's dark bed. 
And from its slumbers woke the trembling dead : 
Bound hands and feer, reviving Lazarus mov'd. 
And ask'd assistance from the friends he lov'd : 
These, while their looks astonishment betray, 
Unloos'd his fetters, and he walk'd away. 605 

The gath'ring crowds with stupid wonder gaz'd, 
Look'd on each other, then on Christ, amaz'd. 
A bursting joy from all exclaim'd, '* He^ lives ; 
** Dread Son of God," they shout again, ''he lives." 
Upon his neck the ravish'd sisters fell, 6 10 

And claim'd almost another miracle 
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Th€in from their furious transports to revive, 
Half dead with joy that Lazarus wa3 alive. 

Xilhrist from the crowd immediately withdrawSf 
At once t'escape his foes, and shun applause : 615 
For in proportion to the good he wrought. 
The Jewish elders his destruction sought. 
Hence to the wilderness a tour he made^ 
And found a shelter in the desert shade ; 
In pious deeds his happy moments spept, 620 

And scatter'd miracles where'er he went ; 
He liv'd secluded till that day was nigh 
When to redeem us he was doom'd to die ; 
But then return'd to suffer, and fulfil 
The high commands of his great Father's will. 625 

But ere the Saviour from these coasts retir'd, 
Simon a friendly interview desir'd. 
Simon had long through leprosy been blind, 
A shocking spectacle to all mankind— ^ 
Had liv'd secluded in a lonely cell, , 630 

Where shut from man infectious lepers dwell. 
His foul disease had been so much abhorr'd. 
That all forsook him but our gracious Lord ; 

Ja» jSS8. Simon had long through leprosy been blind*^ Qe 
is called Simon the leper, Mark, xir. 3, 
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W.ho, through compassions most divinely great^ 
Had quite restored him to a healthy state. 635 
{Simon had now in splendid ease retired. 
With every blessing that his soul desir'd,; 
And near to Bethany^ his father's seat. 
Had cherisb*d virtue on his ow^ estate. 
But while his riches in abundance flow'd,* 640 

His heart with gratefd recollection glow'd^ 
Nor once forgot amidst increasing wealth 
The great Physician who restor'd his health. 
To Christ one eve he sent, and strongly press'd 
Him, with his twelve, to be that night his gvjest ;«^ 
Told him a little banquet he'd prepare, 646 

And Laz'rus and his sisters would be there. 
To this request the Saviour, in reply. 
Gave his consent, his wish to gratify ; 
For in his life we no mean stiffness see, 050 

His heart was opent and his converse free; 
Life's lawful pleasures he voucfasaPd to taste. 
And all the virtues of both worlds embrac'd. 

The guests, arrlv'd, a summer parlour found. 
Where Tyrian carpets overspread the ground. 655 
Hangings as rich adorn'd the stately room. 
The dear-bought work of Sidon's noble loom. 
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On these some figures drew the strangeis' eyes, 
Which in their breasts excited much surprize. 
For full before them, as intent they gaz'd, 6( 
The fate of Sodom they distinctly trac'd ; 
And in the features which these colours bore^ 
It frown'd almost as dreadful as before. 
The workman's efforts so successful prove. 
That all the ^gures seem'd to weep and move, ft 
Here in a plain tlie flaming cities glow. 
And there spectators into statues grow. 
See there where Lot's apostate partner stands, 
And backward throws her longing e^es and hand 
These eyes and hands, from whence warm life h 
fled, 6 

The skilful artist marks as pale and dead. 
Those cheeks which first a ruddy freshness sho 
Fade while you look, and into paleness grow. 
Part of her hair death seems in chains to bind, 
And part appears to waver with the wind. 6 
One foot seem'd rais'd, resolv'd its load to bear. 
And one seem'd fix'd by cogent fetters there. 
Just half transform'd, you view a doubtful strife 
Twixt death's encroachments and expiring life 
Till by degrees she seems of breath bereft ; 6 
And while you gaze, no more of life is left. 
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Yet in her face, fear,, anger, pitj, strive^ 
As skilful artists make their marbles live. 

Not far before, the good old man appears. 
By Angels hasten'd and his ruling fears—- 685 
The small remains of Sodom with him bears. 
And moistens with his tears his silver hairs. 
See them scarce lodg'd in little Zoar's walls. 
Before from clouds the ruddy vengeance falls. 
Big drops of flaming gold, profusely spent^ 6gO 
The falling fire and brimstone represent. • 
See all aghast the criminals look pale, 
W^hile flaming tides descend through Siddim's vale : 
With fearful shrieks they seem lo pierce the sky, 
And half persuade you that you hear them cry, 695 
Or ask for mercy they despis'd of late, 
And mourn for their inevitable fate. 

Above, some Hebrew characters bestow 
This just reflection on the piece below : 
Learn, mortals, hence, by this example given, 700 
To dread the wrath of sin-avenging Heaven. : 
Here fiery lust was purg'd with hotter fire, — 
■la flames like these Gomorrah^s sons expire." 



While here they ^lead 4^ ^Gt^Qm's fes^Sju\4oi 
Martha aod Mary to .the ,t>aQgUie); oonfie* ] 

Their twice-born brother every eye awakes, 
AdH 9II atteotioQ ftxxin tbe painting takes. 
The modest youth a low obedience made^ 
And. to his Lord a grateful honia^ paid i; 
Felt at his sight deViOtion warm his hLOOBt, 7 
And ail his soul in looks and wcu'ds express.'d. 
Here on their ^seats each cheerful gueatwas jphf: 
EirceptvDg Martha^ who directs tbe feast ; 
And Magdalene, who fell with ,sighs profound. 
And tears effu^^'d, in homage on tiie gjroiind. 7 
She with low rev'rence claap'd the Saviour's feet 
Nx>r left th€fet station but -with much regret ; 
With deep contmion smote her heaving breast, 
As though -unworthy of the ground she preset 
With her some costly essences she b)'i'Bg«, 7 
Which would have rais'd her in the eyes of king 
When all her charms were dress'd and spread 

please 
Abandoned man, who seeks licentious ease. 
Full on his feet she pour'd the rich perfume. 
And all Arabia scatters round the room ; 7 
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While fhw her eyes distils a grateful shower^ 

And flowing tear^ a richer fragrance pour. 

Th^n with her ringlets, wbich> in curkdisplay'd. 

Had once for man delusive fetters made, 

She wipes the sacred feet her hands embraced, 730 

And spreads that essence som^ conceived a waste* 

Iscariot said) — '* This cost had been employed 

*' To better use, if by the poor enjoy*d/' 

Not that he felt the welfare of the poor. 

His sordid aims were to increase his store ; 735 

For while pretending to afford relief 

His views were selfish — ^Judas was a thief. 

Our Lord, who knew the workings of his mind. 
Took up his speech just as it seem'd designed ; 
And, to enlarge their too contracted sight, 7^0 
Spoke of his exit to impart new light. 
"^ This precious ointment, which, with too. mucb 

haste, 
^' Has been (he said) by some reputed waste, 
'* Against my coming funeral is designed, 
^' A mournful truth which all will quickly find. 745 
" Then as my Gospel spreads, it shall be show'd, 
'^ How Mary paid the gratitude she ow'd.** 
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The sad Apostles bear these painful words. 

And every breast the prophecy records ; 

* 

Yet none the anguish of his soul expresa*d, 750 
Or ask*d the Saviour to unfold the rest. 

That night at pleasant Bethany they stay. 
But take their leave on the succeeding day ;. 
Thence to fair BethphageChrist his footsteps bends,^ 

Where gathering crowds proclaim themselves his 
friends. 75^ 

See there the height to which his soul aspir'd ! 
See there the pomp which Salem's king desir'd f 
On him no horse, no liveried servants wait. 
To grace his triumph in a car of state. 
A servile Ass sustains th' incarnate Lord, 760 
By Angels worshipped, and by saints ador'd. 
Hence Rome's proud Pontiffraay this truth discern, 
That he from Christ ambition did not learn. 

* 

See where the multitudes their homage pay. 
And, as pi;edicted, decorate his way. 765 

Branches and. clothes through all his paths are 

thrown. 
And the palm's garments mingle with their own. 

L. 767. And the palm* s garments mingle with their own.] 

A custom among the Jews, to spread their garments under 

great 
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Thus while they move, from all their voices rise 
Those loud hosannas which ascend the skies. 
" Hail, Son of David/' all their tongues declare, 770 
And then hosannas rend again the air. 
But soon these lips will urge a different cry. 
And those who shout will clamour — " Crucify." " 
Christ plainly knew, because he all things knows. 
His fickle friends and his inveterate foes ; T75 
And through the whole perceiv'd without dismay 
The precious ransom which his life must pay. 

• From the hoarse tumults of the town and day 
Jesus retir'd as night resum'd her sway ; 
And while he thus the destin'd city leaves, 780 
The town of Bethany its Lord receives. 
Here was his couch by innocence prepared. 
And watchful Angels were that night his guard. 

A hill there is which fronts with decent pride 
Illustrious Solyma's bright eastern side, 785 , 

With groves of olive crown'd,and thence does claim 
From time unknown its immemorial name ; 

great persons, as a high token of honour ; and as it seems, 

a ceremony of inauguration, and^due only to regal dignity ; 

for thus did the captains to Jehu, when they agreed with 

God'sway of disposal^and acknowledged him king. 8 Kings^ 
ix. IS. 
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Whose three degrees each other higtiMer ]^ear> 
Resembling regions in the ftinbii^at .{^r, 

• 

From iu proud top, if th^rje speeii^tOTiS jgQ^ 79^ 
They see the city and the clpuds ^l^luftr* 
A lovely vale creeps gently winding jdown^ 
And fills the space between the bill an4 town* 
On its green breast deceitful Kidrqn,flaw«^ 
A torrent now, and now a rill it shows. 79^ 

And when the.eartfa, scorch'd by the solar {le^BUi 
Mpst wants its moisture, niost it hides its str^aotf' 
True map of worldly joys ! so short their stay. 
So imperceptibly they glide away ! 
By Chemosh and by Moloch first it runs, 80d 
And the wise king's disgraceful follies siiUns : 

L. 788. Whose three degrees each other higher hea>^ 
Mount Olivet consists of three degrees or risings. 

L. 194. Qu its gr€en brefist iece^fiU Kidr^n J7flW(3 
Those who write of Palestine teli lis, tjiat the brook Kid^ 
ran, or Cedron, M IHtle else than fi n^ss of watei;s v^adi 
out of rains which descend from mount Oliyet and mowi^ 
Moria ; between which it runs, jeparating them from each 
fulhier, find faUipg:thence into the vale ef J^hosaphat. 

L. 800. Bif Chemosh and hy Moloch first it runs,'] Sffi 
the melancholy history of Solomon's apostasy and idolatry 
in 1 Kin^s, xi. 4, 5, 7* This hill fronts the Temple, and 
is before, or to the east of Jerusalem, touching upoB 
the north ; being called to this day the Mount of Offen<9 
or scandal. Of Chemosh we have little in scripture, bjlt 
that he was the abomination ef the Moabites, as Mitccop 
or Moloch of the children of Ammon. 
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Weakened by age, and by his wives betra^'d. 
Them first his Idols^ then their gods he m)Bde. 
JDoe east it then a little Tilla leaves, 804 

Which flows with oil>and thence its name receives. 
It stands alone, Gethsemane its name. 
Well known to Christ, and still well known to fame. 
Its sacred garden stretches by its side. 
And forms the margin of the mountain's pride ; 
Whose sweet recesses, pleasantly retir'd, 810 

In native grandeur swell to be admir'd. 
No barren walks, or beauties forc'd, appear 
To torture nature and invert the year ; 
But verdant alleys through the vistas ran. 
And wild luxuriance scorn'd the aid of man. 815 
Here tranquil breezes sigh along the shade. 
Which seems for prayer atid meditation made. 
Here in rich arbors fruitful olives grow. 
And food and health and medicine bestow. 
. Here the triumphant pdM, for victors made, 820 
Decks the green walks with its projecting shade ; 

h* 805. Which flmcs with osV, and thence its nurne receiveB,'} 
This etymology is generally giyen of it : and the Pilgrim 
«ayg, it is called to thiki day the garden -of olives, fr6m 
nine gireat. olivet trees still growing in it $ though he 
places it on the lowest hill, and east of it ; but Fuller on the 
f^eoBd to the north-west thereof, whom 1 foHow. 
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And though oppress'd^ this rival of the Tine 
In lonely deserts yields both fruit and wine. 

Here^ while mankind repos'd in balmy rest, 8^ 
Nor dreamt of joys which Christ and his possessed) 
Ere heav'n's fair lamp had made the shades retire, 
And o'er the hills diffused his golden fire. 
He with his twelve had frequently repaired. 
Escorted safely by a heavenly guai*d. 
Celestial love they contemplate and sing, 830 

And mount to God on pure devotion's wing. 
Enjoy what earth can neither take nor give. 
And bask in glories which they taste, and live. 

Love, genuine love, disdains its task to shun. 
But glows with fervour, as a cloudless sun, 835 
Lights up the torch of intellectual fires. 
And with devotion all her sons inspires. 
Oh, how distinct from that false flame we prize. 
Which glows a moment, disappears, and dies ! 
The nobler passion of celestial love 840 

Mounts from beneath, and grasps at scenes above; 
Where holy souls in endless raptures burn. 
And songs of praise incessantly return : 
And as this globe which now appears so bright, 
RescuM from chaos^ shines with borrow'd light, 845 
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tlcflects those beams, aad all their radiance bean 
Back to the skies, to mingle with the stars ; 
So love difine, whose circles further run 
Than that exhaustless source of light the sun. 
And from the regions of unclouded day 850 

With its fair seeds impregnates human clay. 
From earth's vile shores solicits us to rise. 
Claim our high birth, and reascend the skies. 

Love, humbler here, and loftier there, we see, 
Smile in a flower, and decorate a tree, 855 

Convey its charms to Philomela's notes. 
And burst in raptures from a thousand throats. 
Earth, air, and ocean, fragrant incense raise. 
And teach forgetful man his Maker's praise. 
The cheerful lark from yon green carpet springs, 
founts like an eaglcf like an angel sings : 8Gl 
Thence she surveys at the first opening dawn 
£ach smiling field and every gilded lawn. 
Thence warbles forth her wild harmonious airs. 
And Heaven accepts them as her praise and prayers. 
With her each soul, whom heavenly ardors please. 
Shakes oflf dull slumbers and inglorious ease. 
Surveys the world which almost seems as bright 
As when emerging from primeval night: 
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And while the smiling earth unfolds hef stdves^ 870 
Prostrate he falls and silently ad6ye8« 

O thou great Efflux of the Light divine;^ 
Sent to falfil thy Father's great design ! 
Thus didst thou all thy happy morns improve, 
Thou Height of pow*r, of holiness^ and love. 875 
Whether tall Tabor bent his head to i&eet 
And welcome thither thy triumphant feet ; 
Or thou by hollow Kidron's doubtful spring 
Didst with thy twelve celestial anth«ms sing. 
The everlasting Father, looking down, 880 

Despatch'^ his heralds all thy works to own*. 
Attentive angels on thy accents hung, 
Smil'd while they listened to thy heavenly tongne 
And every anthem in full chorus sung. 
Nor are, great King, though all thy pains are oV, 
And thou art gone from earth's polluted shore, 886 
Those scenes disdain'd, where once thy prayen 

were pour'd 
From hills and plains to heaven's Almighty Lord* 
Who seeks in eamest may dismiss despair^ 
And in the means expect to find thee there. 89^ 
Nof names nor places thy compassion bind, 
Grace, like the air, extends to all mankind. 
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crceive thee here> 
^ '7 Love was near. 

Ja its wealth decline^ 895 

F( '. tiist aad heaven be mine« 

01 mto ofiend 

Wa well as call'd, thy friend ^ 

X>iv. i spotless maid 

The grant tby suppliant aidy 90d 

Who .h light has deck'd the skies, 

Ta tb . u palace lifts his longing eyes { 

Whetoer on old Irene's angry seas. 
Near Mona's isle, or the blue Hebridesy 
Or from the face of men remov'd away QO^ 

In a mean cot composed of reeds and clay, 
Where the inhospitable Humber roars 
Devouring by degrees the neighbouring shores. 
Or by dear mother Isis stretch'd along, 
Or Either ThameSj he tones the sacred song^ 
Which, if thy name eternity can give, 91 1 

To distant «ge8 yet unborn shall live. 

L. 903. fFheiher on old Itene'i angry sea9,^ The Iriib 
4eu, about Angleiej, Maih &c. where the author began 
thu work, ikice completed In seyeral parts of Sn^laud. 

TOt. U ^ 
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I^eturn, my Mase^ and sacre^ fnendaUJbi siog, 
'That most divine^ y^el most forgotten thin^') 
To heavenly love thou virtue most allied jv. 915 
*Of all that float on lifers tempestuous tide { > 
But vrhere, ab ! where art thou in life ex|«ess*d, 
33y vice unsullied, — but in Jesu's breast i 
iNow interest warps what mortals friendship caQ, 
And selfish motives give a tinge to all. g£0 

The twelve apostles felt thy sacred flame. 
And John sustain'd the lov'd disciple's name. 
In ail the actions of his soul we view 
JiOve undiminished, friendship ever new. 
How closely knit ! how intimately oqe^ ^ gs5 
His soul and Christ's the co-eternal Son I 
What charms, what beauties in his features shine, 
By love reflected from the face divine^ , 
His eyes, bis words, his gestures^ and his air, 
vCombin'd to show his mind serene and fair ; gsO 
Silent and deep as crystal waters flow, 
pQ.r noise betrays the shoals which lurk below. 

Of those whose ardor sometimes grew too bold, 
Cephas ;gippear*d the foremost place to hold ; 
Jjike hasty JJzzah, when it seem'd to nod, 935 

Jtjis forward hand would prop the ark of Qod; 
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Weakness aid warmth devotion's place 8npp1y> 

And faith grew languid when his pulse was high> 

Ting'd with the old traditions of their land. 

The holy books they could not understand. 940 

Amidst their ^rors Christ was.pleas'd to spare 

His weak disciples, who but mortals were : 

He knew attachment bad their zeal betrayed, - 

And soon forgave those faults which love had made« 

Zeal Peter felt in an undue degree, g^S 

Yet none performed or sufFer^ more than he ; 

Acid though with keenness Christ sometimes 

reprov'd, 
No ofte but John was more than he belovM ^ 

For these and James were the illustrious three. 
Chosen to witness Christ's divinity. 9^# 

Devotion ended, all to view the town, 
forsook mount Olivet, and hasten'd down^ 
For, always secret Christ disdained to dwel]> 
Or rob the world to grace a lonely cell- 
Like him his servants, through their lives, designed 
To spread his truth, and benefit mankind. 956 
Their love, unbounded, no distinctions knew. 
Nor, fetter'd, shrunk to a contracted view ; 
And as the Saviour of the world had shown 
Desires repenting Publicans to own^ g60 
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So woald their frequent con venAtion be 
With worse than these — the hiLugfaty Pbariie^ 
Vain, supercilious^ damning all betide^ 
Brimfull of vice^ pf iguorancC) Md pridf • 
Lust sat enthrooM upon his varqi^^d fnoe, ' g65 
While outward rites preserved him from ditgiao^ 
But as vile tares mix with the purest graip. 
And heaps of rubbish seeds of gold contiun^ 
So in the mass of this dissembling crew 
Some few were virtuous^ though they were but fewv 
Soine> who their senses had refps'd to close - 971, 
When first the Sun of Righteousness furoscr— 
Within whose souls sonie glimmering knowledge 

glow'd, 
That Christ, though hated, was the Son of Qod.: 
And from the evidence which all. received, gji 
;Some wish'd him such, and sci^rcely disbelieved* 

Weak Nicodpmis, who the Saviour saw^ 
^eld prepossessions with religious awe : 
^im sent ;from God he readily confess'dj 
And frpm jiis Ijps desif^'d to learn the rest.; 999 
'Xet.as bis faith could not endure the lights 
ifte nought ipfttructiop from our JU>rd.by night. 
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Gamaliel, who in sacreel science re«d 
Had with renown a blameless life displayed. 
Mature in wisdom, would known troths receitei 
But weigh*d their import ere he durst believe. Q66 
His name the Sanhedrim declared of note« 
For much depended on his single vote. 
To these was Joseph jo\n*d, for counsel fam'd. 
Whose ancient birth-place once was Rama 

nam'd, 996 

But time and men, which blot^ chaage^ level all^ 
Old Rama now Arimathea call. 
He near the town held a convenient seat^ 
Still and retired, without the pomp of stale^ 
Not poorly mean, but suited to supply 99S 

The wants of nature, not of luxury. 

L, 983. Gamalielf who in taered science read,'] It is 
certain, that our Saviour himself^ as well as his disciples, 
conrersed with .sererai of the Pharisees, and sometimes 
ate with one of the chief of them. - It is As certain, th<l| 
Gamaliel was not yery averse to his doctrine, from his 
discourse in the Acts concerning it. From whence it is 
not improbable that he might be present ait those confer- 
ences concerning our Saviour. 

L. 990. fFhose ancient birth-place once wa$ Rama nanCdJ\ 
Stmnt^haim Zophinh in Ephrdim where Sftmuel lived, anA 
wtMBee most agree Joseph was named* 
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Here borrowed streams iYom Siloam'sneighbouriDi^ 

well 
In pleasing showers advane*<l by art, and fell ; 
Perennial verdure deck'd the happy ground. 
And fertile nature breath*d her sweets around.. 1000 
Here grew tall cedars, and triumphant palm. 
And ancient Gilead's odoriferous balm : — 
This gum a native of Judea grows,^ 
And in big tears of oily fragrance flows. 
Here, with some friends retir'd, he wore away 1005 
In pleasing converse half the sultry day ^ 
Kor could these friends intruding vices fear^ 
Nor could intemp'rance hope to enter here: ^ 
for as the wise Egyptians at their feasts 
Serv'd up a skull before their cheerful guests, 10 id 
So these around as grave mementos see. 
And in dieir garden walk by Calvary. 
Here death in triumph frown'd; — and wisely there 
Joseph had hewn himself a sepulchre. 1014^ 

And those like Joseph, virtuous, wise, and brave, 
Pare to be cheerful while they view their grave. 

L., 997. Here borrowed streams from Siloam^s neighbouring 
fDeff.] The well or fountain of Siloam rises at the norths 
west corner of Jerusalem » I think above five hundred 
faces from the foot of Calvary. 
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Good Joseph here some bappy hours employed, 
And ir> retirement thus his friends enjoy'd. 
Their conversation, noble and refin'd, 
'With sacred truths instructed every mind. JO^IO 
The rules of justice, falsehood, wrong, and right,— 
Their various natures and their sterling weight ;— 
What can be seen of God by reason's sight, 
And what by revelation's clearer light ; — 
What of himself enlighten'd Plato knew, 1025 
And what this sage from Hebrew fountains- 

drew ; — 
How short of their great prophet Plato came— 
•Who even to Gentile worlds extencls his fame,— 
Whom happy Orpheus on his tuneful lyre 
Sung like those bards who dream the godii 

inspire;-^ 1030 

What rules of life adom'd his sacred law. 
What distant truths their ancient sages saw :— • 
These varied topics dwelt upon their tongues, 
Which sometimes touch'd upon their country'sr 

wrongs ; 
And that great Prince both promis'd and foretold 
By all the holy oracles of old, 1036 

Z. 1029. Whom happy Orpheus on Jiis tuiufid lyre,'\ That 
TSif; \$ Moses, few question*.' 
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That great prophetic Shilob, long designed 
His groaning country^s shackles to onbiad. 

The weeks of Daniel well they knew drew neafi 
When all believ'd Messiah woald appear. 1040 
Hence they concluded from deliberaie choice 
Without a doubtful or dissenting voice, — 
'* If this the age of his appearance be, 
" The son of David certainly is he." 1044 

I^^is wondVous deeds without disguise they saw 
Greater and more than what confirm'd the law : 
He spoke as mortal never spake before, 
And practised all his doctrines ;taught) — and more. 
Hence from these evidences all declare 
His claims decisive — reason held the chain 1050 

Them thus employ 'd the lov'd disciple found 
In the calm limits of their happy gjround. 
Who with his brother and with Peter came, 
. WeJcom'd, invited, through the Saviour's name* 
These, near fair Rama's or old Gibeon's wall, 1055 
By Gilgal's, Jericho's, or Jordan's fall, 
Joseph had seen the trembling fiends obey. 
While Christ from thousands wash'd their sins 
4iway. 
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These when arriv'd, good Joseph warmly sought 
To teach his friends those truths theirMastet taught; 
Describe his birth^ his spotless life^ his law^ 106 1 
And all those wonders which they heard and saw^ 

For now the fourth swift year declining ran^ 

Since Christ his public ministry began : 

The actions therefore which had mark'd his course^ 

Furnish'd a pregnant and importatit source. 1066 

The lepers cleansed, the dead to vigour rais'd^i 

Which hosts had witness'd^ which had all surpris^d^ 

Were facts so plain they held attention mute, 

And left no room for cavil or dispute. 1070 

What yet remained was bursting into birth,— 
His tragic exit from the guilty earthy 

In which the Saviour all his life resigned. 

And pour'd his precious blood to purchase all 

mankind. 
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St. Peter begins the relation of our blessed Saviour's 
liTe, which he opens with the accomplishment of Daniel'g 
weeks, the sceptre's departing from Judah, and the 
tyranny of Herod. He ihen proceeds to the prepara- 
tions for our Saviour's births the angel's salutation, &c. 
-which he thereupon repeats at large, as Joseph, the 
husband of the blessed Virgin, had formerly done to Ze- 
bedee and him. Joseph's character of her before their 
marriage; whom having obtained of her father Heli, 
before they came together she was found with child of the 
Hol3rGhost. His passion and various sensations thereupon, 
till admonished by an angel of her purity and innocence, and 
the manner of her conception : on which he asks pardon 
for his unjust censures, and desires her to give him an 
account of that miraculous transaction. The Virgin 
relates the appearance of the angel, his salutation, and 
her conception by the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph goes on and gives the character of a good wife in 
the blessed Virgin, and the history of his travelling with 
her to see their cousin Elizabeth, who, though old and 
barren, the angel had declared, should shortly have a 
child. The way to CJeba, near which lived Zacharias 
and Elizabeth. The description of Zachary's pleasaut 
seat, whom they jSuddumt> at tbeir arrival. The s^lu*. 
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tation of Elizabeth to the blessed virgin. The birth and 
circumcision of John the Baptist : his father Zacharias 
recovers his speech, and gives au account of the occasion 
•f his strange silence, and the angel's prophecy coo- 
ceming his son : his song from the first of Sl Lake. 
Joseph and the virgin return to Nazareth, and make 
preparations for her son's birth : whence being recalled 
by the edict of Augustus, they .set out for Bethlehem : a 
description of the pleasant way thither, and of the most 
remarkable places on the road, Rachd's tomb^ David's 
well, &c. They arrive at Bethlehem late at night, and 
can find no lodging. The birth of Christ approaches^ 
Joseph's concern for the virgin. He conducts her into a 
cave without the town. Our Saviour's birth. 'I*hc an- 
gels attend him. The shepherds come to the cave ^u'ly 
in the morning to adore him ; and on Joseph's wonder« 
ing how they heard the news, two young shepherds, Stre* 
phon and Claius, give him the relation, after they had 
sung a carol on the subject. The angel's song at the 
nativity. The presentation of our Saviour at the tempk, 
where old Simeon finds him. Simeon's song. The tes- 
timony of Anna the prophetess : the journey of the three 
Sages conducted by a star to Jerusalem ; who enquire for 
the place of our Saviour's birth, which Herod, pretending 
devotion, asks of the Sanhedrim. Gamaliel remembers 
the event, and repeats their resolution drawn from the pro. 
phecy of Micah, that it was to be at Bethlehem. Thither 
Herod directs the Sages, desiring they would let him 
Icnow as soon as they found him, on pretence that he would 
follow and worship him. They find the infirm tj adore and 
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present gifts to him ; but, warned by a vision, return »i« 
cognito to their own country* not calling at Jerusalem. 
Herod, being disappointed and enraged, orders the murder 
of the innocents. Joseph is warned by an angel to flee 
into Egypt with the child and his mother- As they are 
going by night, they look back from a hill near the town^ 
and, by the light of the torches in the streets, discover 
the massacre of the infants. They then hasten to 
Egypt. TJie way thither, Syrbon lake, tomb of Pompey. 
They pass by Babylon, and fix at Memphis. Observations 
on the Pyramids.The death of Herod. Their return, and 
retirement to Nazareth for fear of Archelaus, Herod's son. 
Our Saviour's behaviour in his childhood ; his going to 
Jerusalem at the passover with his parents, and disputa- 
tion in the temple with the doctors and heads of the San- 
hedrim, which Nicodemus calls to mind, observing that 
he presided in the schools at that time, and giving a 
character of our Saviour. St, John then gives them a 
character of Christ in his maturer years, and so affec- 
tionately describes him, that Nicodemus is desirous i/f} 
wait on him ; and St. John offering to conduct him, 
the company break up, having appointed to meet again 
the next morning, in order to hear the rest of our Sa- 
viour's actions* 
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A Pause ensu'd when Rama's Lord had done^ 
TiU in the midst Barjona thus begun : 
^' Inspir'd with love for my great Master's cause. 
Whose life displays the spirit of his laws, 
I speak with ardor on the side of truth, 5 

And freely tell the virtues of his youth. 
Indeed, your questions stimulate my zeal. 
And urge my tongue his glories to detail : 
Nor will you doubt the facts these lips must speak. 
Which shall no rules of just decorum break. 10 

" By foes acknowledged, and by friends admir'd^ 
By nations fam'd, by ancient kings desir'd ; 

LiiTB 1. A Pause ensued when Ramans Bord had doneS] 
By Rama's Lord is meant Joseph of Arimathea. 

L, If. By nations f am* d J by ancient kings desired/] Famed, 
for we read of the fame of Jesus, Matt. iv. 24. Luke, iy. 
14. 37* aad Matt, zir* 1* Berod heard of the fame of 
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Priz'd by the learn'd, by prejudice confess'd, 

Rever*d by senates, and by saints caressed ; 

By reason own'd, proclaim^ by every sign, IS 

By human faith and oracles diviney 

The Saviour stands; the world attests his canse^ 

And myriads bow in homage to his laws. 

'^ Yon all allow those days are come, or near, 
In which Miessiah'ii kingdom must appear* 20 
Those mystic weeks which heavenly Daniel saw. 
Ate dated from the giving of tlie law. 
Which all, who read his prophecies, explain, 
J^^st usher in the great Messiah's reign. 
From these predictions, known to sacred fame, €5 
We first gbtaitt this more than human naogie.. 

Jesus s and in several other places. All the world, here, 
is no more than Jew and Gentile, or all tho RomaBi wori^ 
which every one knows was at that time called the ^ora 
$ixHfjiS)nii, Nor were his miracles only known to the Syriaoit 
Matt. iv. 24. the Phenicians, Mark, vii. 26. and after^ 
wards the Grecians, John xii. 20. hut to the Romans also. 

L. 26. }Fe first obtain this more than human name.'}. See 
our learned Mede on Daniel's weeks, which he proves 
must be accomplished about the time of our Saviour^s 
coming, whichever of the assigned epochs we take for 
their beginning. Indeed, we have the very name of the 
Messiah from that prophet, Dan. ix. 25^ 20. where he to 
called Messiah the Prince ; and it is addji^d, << Messiah shall 
be cut off, but not for himself.** 
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^ The time ia past our Rabbles all declare, 
* And he is come, or mortals must despair. 

9 

X. ST. The Hme iifiuit our Rabbie$ all declare.'] Mala* 
chi hayini^ foretold that the Lord should suddenly comp 
4 to hu temple ; the Jews having lost their legislative power i 
the weeks of Daniel being now accomplished j the Baptist 
also appearing in the spirit and power of Elias ; and indeed 
all the other prophecies concerning the coming of the 
J Messiah being completed, and all centering in this very time; 
it would be but very reasonable to suppose the Rabbies did 
at that time publicly declare their expectation of him> 
ll though we had no positive proof for such an assertion. 
Bi|t yet further, it is not only plain, frona the Evangelists, 
that he was then generally expected by the whole nation 
^ of the Jews, and even by the Samaritans ; but that even 
. their great men expressed tfaemseWes freely to the sanie 
sense ; thus old Simeon, whom some suppose a great Rab- 
M, i>i among them ; and Caiaphas, who prophesied very cjear- 
' ly even of the Messiah's sufferings. And Josephus con- 
firms the same ; plainly acknowledging, that at that time 
. some great Prince was, by an ancient tradition or prophe- 
cy, expected in the east, which, according to his usual 
flattery, he applies to Vespasian : with all which the mo- 
' dem Jews find themselves so pressed, that they have been 
, forced to own, that the time when we know the Messiah did 
really come, was indeed that appointed for his coming i but 
it was delayed, they say, for the sins of the people. It is 
answered, the promise of the Messiah was absolute, and he 
"was to come to save his people from their sins, when the 
world was in a desperate condition, and, as one of the 
Rabbies says, *< filled with dogs, wolves,and goats, instead 
of men," Others of them say, that he did then really come, 
but is not yet declared, or revealed, remauiing all this 
while incognita. And a third sort, as I find it quoted by a 
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Insult the temple his ambitioii rais^di 4B^ 

And barely mock the God our fathen prab'd ? 
Vo more to legislate is Israel free ; 
She scarce retains the name of liberty : 

4 

Her sons, oppressed, are seryile clients made. 

And all their wealth is drain'd for foreign aid« SB^ 

The shattered remnants of the public spoils 

This robber left us to reward our toils. 

You know our bold, our unsuccessful fightj 

But desp'rate stand, beneath the Gaulbnite ; 

What numbers perish'd in the glorious strife, 5i 1 

Through patriot virtue or contempt of life ; 
What floods of gore forsook our heroes' veins 

To dress the soil and dye their native plaias. 

'^ While these commotions ravag'd all the lan^ 
Pavid's descendants, born to give command, 60 

*< inestimable value, on the very portal of the ten^lei 
** which Judas and Matthias, two brave young men, tai 
*' zealous for their law, were so much offended at, tint 
** they got their friends together, and cut it all to piccei 
<< with their swords and axes, though it cost maoy ^ 
** their lives.'* 

£u 47. No more to legislate is Israel free.'] This seenii 
the most natural interpretation of the sceptre's d^artin^ 
from Judah $ that is, the legislative power, which tUl noir 
remained with those two tribes that returned from cap- 
tivity. 



RTho should hare exercised a royal sway, 
Had leani'd, like Christ, to suffer and obey. 
From these the public voice his parents nam*d ; 
And, though reduc'd, allow'd his lineage fam'd ; 
/Vnd hence opinion scmpl'd not to own 6S 

The legal Heir of Israel's vacant throne : 
Since both liis parents drew from David's line 
A right to reign which some esteem'^d divine ;; 
While either house a clear succession brings 
^f honoured prophets or acknawledg'd kinga> JO 

*' But ah ! what alterations time has made^ 

iProm Pavid's sceptre to a servile trade t 
Joseph, reduc'd, by Jabour eamM his bnead. 
And by his toi^liis little household fedl 
^t in this stage permit jne to declare 75 

fiow first Heattfd who iChrist's forerunners were* 
Tetall the wonders J proceed to show, 
Are best attested by those deeds you know ; 
And but^or tliese some truths you would recem 
Bard to ielate> 4>ut harder to believe* 8G 

Alt those who see what fills the listening earth, 
if JS credit prodigies which mark'd his birth i 
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Nor will your judgments think my language wroog, 
While I relate what dropp'd from Joseph's tongne! 
'^ Oft have I heard the good old man repeat 85 
(When half recUn*d upon an oozy seat 
Against the sounding beach in peace we lay 
To taste the breeze which closed the scorching da^. 
The wond'rous miracles which marked his lifei 
Urg'd him to take, and to suspect his wife. 9^ 
Once I remember in the evening air. 
When he and I and Zebedee were there. 
We press'd h'un all to tell us what he knew 
Of that conception all acknowledg'd trqe. 
He gave consent, and, leaning on his side, 9f 
Drew this description of himself and bride : 

'* Know then, he said, when youth's fresh 
blossoms past 

_Had brought of seven Sabbatic years the last, 

L. 98. Had brought of seven Sabbatic years the iast.) 
Joieph, it is probable, was a middle-aged person at the time 
of his marriage. The tobbatic year is either the seyenth year, 
or seven years, a week of years : suppose him then bom 
either in the last year of the first sabbath, or the very 
seventh or sabbatic year, he might be now lomethio; 
above forty. 
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^.dVis'd bjr friends^ I sought a virtuous wife 
To share the fortunes and fatigues of life. JOO 
Prom all that Nazareth had counted fair^ 
And many virgins bloom'd in beauty there^ 
Old Hell's daughter far outshone the rest» 
And all her image on my soul impressed. 
From the same source our kindred blood we drew. 
And our descent can be unknown to few. 106 
From David he by Nathan brings his line, 
' And I by Solomon deducing mine. 
As join'd the roots, so now the branches join, 
And^ though obscure^ the impulse seem'd divine. 1 10 
Gladly he gives what I as gladly take. 
And both well pleasM the solemn contract make. 
But rivals sought to snatch her from my breast. 
And envy thought me too supremely bless'd. 
Her virtuou9 fame engrossed the public voice, US' 
And all united to applaud my choice. 

w 

i 

*^ Judge then the anguish of my labouring breast, 
When in my arms the lovely maid I press'd,— 



£• 103. Old ffelfs daughter far outshone the rest."] Heli 
u laid to kaTe been the father of the blessed yirgin. See 
^Uiebiw'i Ecelesiastieal ffistory. 



Frozen with horror^ stupid witk amase^ 

I gas'd, suspected, and renewed my gaae^ 111 

Believ'd and doubted, disbelieved and feared 

The grave in which I saw my hopes inten^d. 

Thus he who holds a serpent in his anna 

Forgets its poison to admire its charms ; 

Sees it unfold its deleterious springs 12{ 

And with its fangs inflict a mortal sting; 

Then as the venom rankles in his veins^ 

He spurns the reptile, while he writhes with pains: 

Thus did I feel the intellectual sore 

la due proportion as I lov'd before. ISO 

'' Struck with such proois as would not let meeoi 
I felt indignant at her sex and her ; 
While love and vengeance in my soul debate. 
But love detainM me, though I strove to hate. 
Resolved at length, if possible, to part^ ISI 

And extricate my too deluded heart. 
To tear by force her perjur'd image tlience. 
Already blasted by lost innocence, 
I left the room in darkness and despair . 199 

To shun those tears which flow'd to keep me theie( 
But feeling rev'rence for her fatber*s fame^ 
I labored to .conceal her guilt and shaine^ 
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To wait awhile for some convenieat hoary 
And then in private put her from my door. 

*' Determin'd thus, I tush'd in haste away, 145 
And on the ground a widow'd bridegroom lay : 
There mourn'd my fate (for gentle sleep had fled) 
With restless thoughts upon a thorny bed. 
And in those shadows which preclude the light 14^ 
In sighs and groans prolong'd the tedious night. 
Twice had the cheerful harbinger of day 
Mark'd the dull hours to chase the shades away. 
When grief exhausted left my flowing eyes, 
And sudden slumbers seiz'd me by surprise. 
■I Thus sunk in sweet forgetfulness of grief, 155 

A cordial powerful to yield relief, 
e^ Around my head some beaming glories play, 
t, Which seem'd a prelude to eternal day. 
I then beheld a glorious watcher sent. 
For nothing less it prov'd by the event. l60 

His purple wings dispell'd the morning shade, 
And gave me comfort by the light they made. « 
r Then, while his voice and looks assail'd my heart, 
! His heavenly accents did these truths impart: 
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"** Illustrious branch of Jesse's noble stem, 165 
'' And heir of David's throne and diadem, 
^ What thoughts disconsolate, or restless fear, 
<< From thy fair bride detain thee mourning here. 
** Her soul is free from those unchaste desires 
^' Or guilty deeds which fan unholy fires* 170 
^' As for the root of all thy jealous cares> 
'< The sacred burden which the yirgin bears, . 
*' The Holy Spirit did the gift infuse, 
'* And sent an Angel to impart the news 174 

*' To her and thee ; — and ere the changing moon 
*' Five courses more, renew'd with lights has run, 
'^ Her womb shall teem with an illustrious birth, 
** That brings salvation to the sinful eaith, 
^' His name is JeSus, sacredly designed 
^' A mighty Saviour to redeem mankind." 180 

*^ Thus having said, the Angel disappears ; 
But all he utter'd sounded in my ears. 
In unknown paths my understanding rov'd 
Between the vision and the maid I lov'd. 184 
Rous'd from my couch, in trembling haste I come 
With sacred horror to the nuptial room, 
And, like a statue frozen at the door. 
Beheld the object whom I Icv'd before. 
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(Here Joseph's warmth some tender things expressed, 
A lover's feelings must describe the rest.) IgO 

*' Awaken'd Mary lay dissolved in tears. 
And stretch'd her hand to dissipate my fears. 
Thus the sweet rose new paints its lovely hue. 
When bending with big drops of morning dew ! 
Thus Mary's beauties stood afresh displayed) IgS 
And gather'd lustre from the tears she shed ! 
Nearer I drew, solicitous to know 
If joy or grief had made these sluices flow ;^-« 
If sorrow softeu'd her dear weeping eyes> 
Or her rapt soul dissolved in extacies. 20d 

For, since^ the vision, these my thoughts employ, 
But faith afforded me a source of joy. 
On my approach, the blush that deck'd her face, 
I soon discern'd, was all fibm pow'rful grace ; 
While the soft moisture which her eyes impart, 20.5 
Came from those raptures which she felt at heart. 

*' A mutual pause succeeded, ere to break 
The awful silence she assay'd to speak. 
She then conjur'd me, if I held her dear. 
To wait with patience her defence to hear. 210 
Insist no more, I cried, on thy defence, 
For Heaven vouchsafes to clear thy innocence* 
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V ■ 

An Angel-form, not Mary's self more fair, 

Did all the secrets of thy soul declare. 

And, in a vision of the recent night, 215 

Put my suspicions and ray fears to fliglit. 

Then dry those tejars, and henceforth cease to grieve, 

for he who censured asks thee to forgive. 

" Then Heaven," she cried, " has shewn what I 
concealed ; 

* 

'^^ The mighty secret is at last reveaFd, 220 

-** Which would require, should I attempt to tell, 
'^ To gain belief another miracle.'* 

** By our chaste loves, I said, much injur'd fair. 
And by that offspring thou art bless'd to bear, 
Disclose, thy soul, nor my suspicions fear, 225 
Since Heav'n instructs me strange events to hear. 
3For if my judgment do^s not lead me wrong, 
A train of miracles must guide thy tongue.'* 

*' Know then, she said, three moons are fully gone. 
Indeed the fourth is swiftly rolling on, 230 

Since in my father's house I sat engag'd, 
Revolving on the great event presag'd, 
When some great monarch of mysterious birth 
^lUiU raise a kingdom and reform the earth. 



XX 
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" This promis'dPrince/bi:^ HeavVs almighty Hcfr, 
'' Engross'd my thoughts^ and strangely claimU 
my care ; 2^' 

'^ Who faith, and truth^and justice should maintain, 
^' And bless all nature with his peaceful reign ; 
*' When streams of honey from the rocks shall flovir, 
" And palms and roses in the desert grow. 240- 
^' Supremely bless'd I thought and counted her, 
" Who at herbreast the Princeof Lifeshould bear : 
*' And pleas'd, I fancied humble gifts to bring 
" To greet and decorisite the infant king : — 
'* Thought, if I might within my arms enfold, 245 
" Or in his cradle innocently bold 
'^ Seize the young hero, shelter him from harms) 
" Kiss his soft cheeks, and gaze upon his charms, 
" No monarch's consort should my rival prove 
'* In grateful songs, felicity, and love. 250 

" While musing thus, a tide of glory came, 
" And filled the chamber with celestial flame. 
'* Then from the skies a youth, with sunbeams 

crown'd, 
^^ Perfum'd the air, and cast his smiles around. 
*' He seem'd more lovely than the race of man, 255 
** And having bpw'd, his message thus began : 



.' * 
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'• Hail^highly favour'd, bless'd with truth and gracci 
'' By Heav'n selected from the human race ; 
^ Who, nobly honor'd, must that mother prove 
''Whom thou so lately didst admire and love. 260 
/' Nor needst thou blush at what ray lips declare ; 
*' Thy virgin womb the infant God must bear,— 
" That promised Prince who shall the world regain, 
'' And over all his Father's empire reign. 
'* Nay, do not ask how this can be performed, 
" For I perceive thy^ chastity alarm'd : " 266 

.** A power divine shall prove my message true, 
" And power omnipotent can wonders do. 
*' The Holy Ghost, the quintessence of love, 
" Shall breathe conception on thee from above. 270 

• '* Thy Holy offspring Jesus shall be nam'd, 
*' By saints rever'd, by distant ages fam'd. 
" Thus God appears in human flesh confin'di 
'* And thus becomes the Saviour of mankind. 

^ " But if thy faith demand some evidence, 275 

*' Indulgent Heaven 'has sent thee proof from sense. 

'' Thy aged cousin, who in deep despair 

'' Long sigh'd like Sarah to embrace an heir, 

V In silver locks at length is pregnant grown, 

'' And in three months shall strangely bjear a son. 
L* 211. Thy aged cousin.'] Elizabeth. 
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** Troth guides my tongue ; the facts which I have 
given S81 

'' Shall be accomplished by the hand of Heaven." 

^' He said, and paused : I hasten'd to reply, 
*' When lo ! his pinions bore him to the sky. 
*' Amaz*d I view'd, as o'er the clouds he trod, 285 
*' This strange but sacred messenger of God, 
** And cried, " My faith I can no more suspend 
'* At what my reason cannot comprehend. 
" Be God's decrees fulfiird without delay, 289 
'' Let him command, his handmaid shall obey." 

^* Scarce had I spoke and Gabriel disappeared, 
'^ Ere a delightful whispering sound I heard, 
** Like what a solitary ear perceives 
** When gentle breezes fan the velvet leaves. 
^* Again celestial fragrancies perfume 295 

*^ And scatter paradise around the room. 
'' Thus far I know, but can no more explain ; 
•' Nor can we want what Heav'n does thus detain. 
'^ But this I know, that from some secret cause 
*' Which seems subversive of all nature's laws, 300 
'* Grew this strange burden now so plain to see, 
f' Which Heav'n, its author, has reveaPd to thee.'' 



. 
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^* She said : I saw her to my arms denied, 
A virgin mother and a virgin bride : 
And from that hour, to bless my humble life, SOS 
The friend and lover centred in the wife* 

'* If closely view'd in her domestic state> 
Her private virtues make her truly great. 
Yet still 1 bore an undisputed sway j 
Twas not her task, but pleasure, to obey — 310 
But rarely wrong in what she did or said. 
And my delight was her chief study made. 
Nor did I for her care ungrateful prove. 
Or use my power but to display my love. 
And as her soul no angry passions toss'd, S15 
My heart restored what hapless Eve had lost i 
And where dominion yields to mutual f}am^, 
To ask or take exactly means the same. 

Z. SIO. ^Twas not her taskf but pleasure, to obei/,'] Un- 
doubtedly the blessed virgin Tyas endued with all coujiigal 
as well as. jiiolitary graces and virtues, and accordingly fwv^ 
her I here draw the picture of a good wife ; more defen- 
fibjj I am sure than the contrary is often done by the 
Italian painters, who, from their wives, and sometimes 
their mistresses, usually draw their Madonas, or pictures 
of the blessed virgin ; nay, I have been credibly informed, 
that something very like it was done seme years since ia 
Ireland, where they borrowed the face of a very lovely p^f- 
ton of quality to put upon the virgin ; I suppose^ that niey 
might have soine excuse for their idolatry. ; 
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All my commands were favours in her hands. 
And her requests to me were all commands. 320 
Her house was sacred, and devoid of views 
To prate, and gossip, tell, and gather news : 

4 

She rarely wander'd, never but with me, 
Except on business, or on charity. 

'* The great occasions we have just surveyed S25 
Soon from our home call'd forth the holy maid : 
For friendship's bonds and nature's ties unite. 

And both to old Elizabeth invite ; 

Whose new entreaties urg*d us to consent, 

And I and Mary to her cottage went, 330 

" On journeying hence we soon Bethulia leave, 
When Kishon's fords our weary feet receive. 
Thence fatal Gilboa's lofty clifFs we cross'd, 
Where David's much lamented friv-nd was lost. 
Then Ephraim's lot we travers'd, and came down 
Near the new walls of Shemir's ancient town. 336 



L. S33. Thence fatal Gilboay lofty cliffs we crossed.] The 
reason of this epithet is ass.-^ed in the next verse. 

L. 336. Near the new waffs of Shenn'r^s ancient town-'] 
Samaria, first named from Shemtr, of whom its ground 
was bought : long after it was rebuilt by Herod, and 
called ^e baste. 

E 6 
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Here Shechem lay, where Jacob deign'd to dwell. 
Near Dothan's plain, and Sychar*s famous well ; 
And Gerizim's proud altar, rais'd in spite, 
Accurs'd to every faithful Israelite. 340 

By Bethel next and Jericho we pass'd, 
Or 'left the first, and travell'd through the last : 

L. 3S8. Near Dolhan's plain, and Sychar' s famous well^^ 
^ I am not ignorant that some travellers, especially the 
Fapistss make Dothan far enough from Shechem and 
Samaria ; nay, they describe it, reliques and all (the pit that 
Joseph was put in, and it is a wonder that they have not a 
small part of his coat too), about two hours journey from 
Magdala, some scores of miles from the true Dothan ; which 
it is plain must be near Samaria ; for when Jacob sent 
Joseph to look for his brethren, he told him they were at» 
or near, Shechem ; but they were gone thence to Dothan, 
whither he soon followed and found them"; which he 
could not so easily have done, had they driven their cattle 
quite over Gilboa and Kishon, almost s»ty miles from 
Shechem. Thos can ignorance remove both plains and 
mountains, where faith is too weak to do it. 

L. 339. Jnd Gerizim' 8 proud altar y rais'd in spite,'] I say 
jaltar, not temple, because at this time they had no temple 
there ; what they once had being demolished, in his zeal» 
by John Hircamis, before the birth of our Saviour ; I say, 
built in spite, because, as Josephus tells us, *< Manasse, the 
" son«in-law of Tobias, bting banished from Jerusalem, 
" Nehem. xiii. 28, jfled to the Heathen or mungrel Samari- 
•* tans, and built there an anti-temple on Mount Gerizim." 
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And the third noon^ where gentle Siloam falls^ 
Perceiv'd before us Salem's sacred walls^ 
Which leaving on the left, our course we bend 345 
To little Geba, where our travels end. 

* 

''Full in our view, contiguous to a wood^ 
The pleasant house of Zacharias stood, 
^was neat not proud, design'd for use not fame^ 
Such as ambition might despise or blame ; 350 
Adapted well to entertain a guest^ 
Such as became a humble country priest. 

• * 

L. 343. Jnd the third noon, where gentle Siloam falls,"] It 
ig about three dayt journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem, 
as Surius tells us, lib. 8. p. 305. But Zacharias^s house not 
being much further, they might travel a little faster, and 
get tiiither that night. 

L. 346. To little Geba, where our travels end,'] Zachary^s 
bouse, says Fuller, was near to Bmmaus $ though m hig 
map it is, of the two, nearer Geba ; and it might indeed 
be near both, since there ir but little distance between 
them. 

L. 348. . The pleasant house of Zacharias stood.] To 
tell the truth, I built Zachary^s house from the very ground 
mys6lf, and thought it all pure fancy ; but it luckily hap- 
pens that it was exactly such a one as I describe it, as I have 
since found in my Pilgrim, p. 433. Maison de Saint 
Zachary, &c. The house of St. Zachary is very ** pleasantly 
seated on the top of a little hill. It has a fountain of deli- 
cate crystal waters, not far from the gate which is towards, 
the east." 
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'^ Around 143 house rich fields of glebe reinaiu'd^ 
Which avarice stole, and sacrilege detain'd ; 
For Geba's suburbs to the priests were givea 355 
By ancient prophets as the will of Heaven. 
But these the reigning tyranny devour, 
And time gives sanction to the strides of power. 
He felt his loss, and moum'd to see the crime^ 
But only pitied those who injured him. 360 

The small estate on which he liv'd supplied 
His various wants, but luxury denied : 
In pious deeds he all the surplus spent, 
And Heav'n protected what its favours lent. 
Before the gate in gentle murmurs ran, 365 

Gilt by the beamings of the rising sun, 
A crystal stream, which from (he mountain's side 
In loud cascades became the valley's pride. 
The wegt a fair and spacious prospect yields 
Of woody foliage aiuLluxuriant fields. 370 

The bleak north wind the mountain's top arrests, 
And shields the cottage with its crescent breasts : 
While olive groves from southern heals defend. 
And shade, and fruit, delight, and profit blend. 
And irt those places where the hill inclines, 375 
Tis rielily mantled with productive vines. 
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" Thither arrived, ive mutually embrac'd, 
And both the guests were at the table' plac'd; 
When such plain viands as their fields afFord» 
As quickly spread the hospitable board ; 380 

And every sign which silence could convey. 
Bade us as welcome as the orb of day. 
For, strange to tell, our aged host was dumb. 
As if inten'd within the silent tomb; 
And all the reason we could hear assigned, 385 
Still left some shadows to obscure the mind : 
For in the temple, where he tarried long, 
Some unknown causes had confin'd his tongue. 

'* But first Elizabeth to meet us ran, 
And to the virgin thus iilspir'd began : SgO 

" Bless'd above women shall thy title be, 
*' And yet more ble^s-'d thy wondVous Child thaa 

thee. 
*' Why should tire mother of my Saviour grace 
*' Willi condescension such an humble place ? 
" For know, no sooner did my ravish'd ear 395 
'* The sound of thy melodious accents hear, 
*' Than by some impulse my prophetic boy 
** Leap'd in my womb to testify his joy. 
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'^ And bless'd is she whose neble faitb, like thinet 
'< Expels all doubt of truth and power divine ; 400 
'* Speedy perfonnance shall thy wishes crowD> 
** And future ages spread thy fair renown/* 
Thus having said, they mutually embrace. 
While tears of gladness steal from either face. 
Her voice to Heav'n the pious virgin rais'd^ 40il 
And God in songs of holy triumph prais'd. 
Then in an anthem both their portions bore. 
And in low reverence mutually adore. 

'' These more than friendly salutations paid. 
With old Elizabeth awhile we stay'd ; 410 

Till thrice we saw revolving Cynthia wane. 
And thrice replenish her fair orb again >; 
When the fair matron felt a mother's throes, 
Tliat fruitful source of happiness and woes. 414 
But her sharp pangs were recompensed with joy. 
When in her arms she press'd the lovely boy. 
Her anxious kindred sat around her bed. 
And all rejoic'd to see her dangers fled ; 
And when the eighth auspicious morning sniiFd, 
Hastened with joy to circumcise the child ; 420 
Then to the infant gave the father's name^ 
Prop of his age, his fortune, and his fame. 
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And praj'd devoutly -that his spul might be 

Heir of his virtues^ grace^ aad piety. 424 

*' The mother seem*d attentive to their choice. 
But heard his name with this dissenting voice^— 

» 

'* The will of Heaven forbids you to proceed, 

*' It must be John ; for God has so decreed." 

Her wond'ring friends expostulate in vain. 

For all their efforts no advantage gain. 430 

The father heard, and with his eyes and hands 

A style and tablet from his friends demands. 

Then in the ductile wax disclo^'d his breast, 

And the same name the mother gave, impressed. 

We, all amazed at this obscure event, 435 

Paus'd to resolve what this decision meant. 

But while we sought for causes unexplor'd. 

His long lost speech was suddenly restor'd ! 

Facts so amazing all our wonder raise, 

And turn our questions into bursts of praise. 440 

With grateful joy our tuneful voices sung. 

And Zach'ry's house with hallelujahs rung. 

At length we ask, on his reply intent^ 

What his strange speech, but stranger silence, 
meant ? 444 

L. 432. A style and tablet from his friends demands*'} 
The ancient way of writing among most nationi. 
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He sigli'd, and smtrd,our anxious questions weigh'd, 
And thus complied with the request we metde : 

" CaU'cl by my priestly agency to bring 
" And offer incense to all nature's King, 
'' While Israel's hosts without the temple bend, 
*' I saw great Gabiiel in the flame descend. 450 
" Upon the altar his right hand he plac'd, 
*' The other rais'd me from the ground I press'd. 

* Thy God/ he said, ' has heard thy ceaseless prayer, 

* And thou, though hoary, shah embrace an heir. 
' His name is John, and songs of holy mirth 455 
'. Shall fill thy cottage at his woird'rous birth. 

* He, dear and great in God's impartial sight, 
^ An abstinent devoted Israelite, 

' Divine illapses daily shall receive, 459- 

' To fill his soul with peace which Heav'n will give. 

* And when prepar'd with an enlighten'd mind, 
' And render'd holy for the work assign'd, 

* His thundering voice shall sound a loud alarm, 

' And wake the vile from sin's delusive charm. 464 
' Then crowds of penitents their crimes shall mourn, 

* And, finding mercy, to their God return, 

* On faith's strong pinions pierce the yielding shade, 

* And grasp those glories which shall never fade^ 
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' Thus shall the prophet mark the Saviour's \vay, 
' As morning stars proclaim approaching day.' 470 

'' He soon perceiv'd the truths I heard him tell, 
'* Had made his pupil half an infidel ; 

Then on his face such frowning aspect wore 
As ne'er disfigur'd his fair form hefore ; 
" Then said — * Since Heav'n must speak to man 
in vain, 475 

' Nor credit to its oracles obtain, 
' At once experience truth and power divine, 
^ And be thyself unto thyself a sign. 
* Till thy despair'd but promised blessing come,, 479 
^ I seal thy lips— At God's command, be dumb/ 

" Trembling I knelt, and would have mercy cried^ 
'* But all address my fault-ring tongue denied. 
** Tbe Angel nods, well knowing what I meant, 
" Then back to Heav'n in clouds of incense went. 
" W ith mental prayer I straight the throne address'd, 
*' But felt those shackles which his voice impress'd ; 
** Which now remov'd, my speech returns again, 
*' And frees my organs from their heavy chain # 
'* Since Heav'n has thus restored my absent voice, 
^' Let endless goodness be its happy choice ! 490 
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All guilt and danger far remoy*d| 
All that by him is diiapproT^d^ 
And fear^ the child of sin. 

IV. 

*' Nor thee, thou strange prophetic boy, 

By Heav'n inspired ere thou didst come 545 
From the dark closet of the womb, 
Thy aged parents' wonder^ and their joy: 
Thee, though unsung, unheeded yet 

Midst crowds of heroes, will the 'muse forget ! 
Thee, who the happy news shalt bring, , 550 

The harbinger of Heaven's high king ; 
The banners of his grace display 
To scatter pardons all the way. 
:" He comes^. he comes ! I sec him swift advance ; 
He comes to our deliTerance : 555 

I see his orient light arise, 
Sca^t'ring ten thousand suns around the skies : 

It flash'd through chaos^ whose wild surges felL 
As when the first strange day was made. 
The fiends were all of a new world afraid^ 560 
As wide it glared through all the inmost caves of 
kelh 

L. 5i6. I see his orient light arise."] The word orient is 
taken in our language (unless I am mistaken) either for 
illustrious or eu.itern. I aim therein at an old but a good 
word which our translators hero make use of, who render 
the word avaroM the day-spring, though it signifies also 
the branch, by which name our Saviour was often foretold; 
which sense of the word I have also given. 
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If there it moT'd their dread^ bat not their love^ 
What .wonders shall it not perform above I 
Sin to th' abyss shall sink again ; 
Death, the great slayer, shall himself be slain, 565 
And truth and heaven*bom peace for ever reign.' ' 

'^ jThus sung the holy patriai'ch^ while we 
Listened with joy, entranc'd with extacy; 
Perceiv'd their bliss aumix'd with base alloy, 
Ind in our hearts partook the parents' joy. 570 
These triumphs finished, we prepar'd to come 
To pleasant Nazareth, our native home ; 
&j\d on arriving from our lengthened stay, 
Recounted scenes which met us by the way, 
[n this small city fixing our abode 57S 

To wait the birth of the incarnate God. 

*' Since first we left our native home, the sun 
Through heaven's blue concave three whole moons 

had run ; 
Each moment therefore warn'd us to prepare 
Our httle cot for Heaven's Almighty Heir. 480 
Yet as the virgin felt his birth draw near. 
Her hopes reviv'd to dissipate her fear. 
Our little incomp all our wants supplied. 
Bat left no food for vanity or pride^ 
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Yet these conveniencies obtain^ with care, 583 

Some adverse causes would not let us share. 

A Roman edict interdicts our stay. 

And us to Beth'lem urg'd without delay. 

The ancient seat of David's royal line. 

The lovely virgin's origin and mine. 590 

This powerful edict all before me know^ 

And Rome despises to relax her law. 

" 'Twas at a time when angry storms were spent, 
And nature smil'd .to favour the event, 
That for our tedious journey we prepare 5q5 

Beneath the influence of the balmy ain 
The furious tempests seem'd involved in sleep. 
And gentle breezes only kiss'd the deep. 
Departing winter grew serene and mild. 
Put on smooth looks, and on creation smil'd : 600 
While in our way officious nature strews 
The blue-ey'd violet and blushing rose y — 

L, 599. Departing winter grew serene and mild.'] DiTiaes 
have differed much concerning the time of the year when 
our^ Saviour was bom. But it does not much affect me, 
whether our Saviour's birth were in December, September, 
March, or whatever month besides ; being extremely well 
«atisfii^ that I have one day appointed, whereon to cele- 
brate the memory of that greatest blessing which God evcx 
l^ve to maa. 
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While all the flowers which decorate the spring. 
Her Uberal hands in rich profusion bring. 
Walking from Naz'reth*s garden of delight^ 605 
Hermon and Tabor rise before our sight ; 
Our passage then across some streams we take^ 
Which lose themselves in the Tiberian lake ; 
And through a well known road came gladly down 
On the third night to Salem's sacred town. 6lO 
Our due devotions in the temple paid, 
Tlie night and mom we in the city staj'd, 
But left our friends in the decline of day. 
And with discourse beguii'd the tedious way. 
At length when Beth'lcm's turrets we espied, 615 . 
I felt strong pleasures through my bosom glide, 

L. 60S. fThile all the flowers which decorate the spring,'^ 
The end of winter is the beginning of the spring i and 
for tke flowers at that time growing wild in Palestine, see 
Biig'ene Rogier, who lived some time in the very convent 
of Nazareth, as I find him quoted by Walker, in his life of 
Christ, p. 79. ^. 102. " This city of Nazareth," says he, ** it 
*^ well called a flower ; for I might affirm, that having run 
^^ through many realms, and viewed many provinces in 
*' Asia, Afric, and £urope, I never saw any comparable to 
** this of Nazareth, for the great number of fair and odori- 
** ferous plants and flowers, which grow wild there through- 
** out all the seasons of the year : for from December to 
** April, all the little^hills, fields, and way-sides are enamel- 
*< led with Anemonies, Hyacinths, &c. ;*' and Surius tothe • 
'^^ same lensey and almost in the same woiis. 
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Which Still increased aa we our path pursued^ 
And all our prospects of distress subdued. 
But as the light its gliudtn'ring rays withdraws^ 
When Rachel's tomb on our right hand arose^ 620 
Each place of fame the holy maid I show'd, 
Where'er our optics could command the road. 
From yonder well, I said, those waters went 
Which three stern heroes brought to David'^ tent. 
'Twas theire, when young, he kept his flocks, — 
and there 6i5 

Slew the rough lion and the shaggy bear. 
When lo ! she shriek'd, and clasp'd me to her breast, 
And sighing begg'd me to conceal the rest. 

'' The night had now her sable mantle spread. 
And birds in silence sought their mossy bed : 650 
The grazing beasts were stretch'd within their Jairi 
And drow^ bats enjoy 'd the tranquil air, 
When we, fatigued, to Beth'lem's suburbs come 
To be enroird in our paternal home ; 
But on approaching found ourselves too late 6Si 
To gain admission ere they shut the gate : 
And crowds, like us, in expectation stay 
To mourn their lot or wait returning day. 
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To gain some sted we every effort try, 

Till the dull moon discoTer'd midnight nigh, 640 
But found no friend to mitigate our woe. 

Or wipe those tears which now began to flow* 

Harass'd with fears^ with recent toils oppressed. 

Without refreshment or a place to rest, 644 

We searched the suburbs, but we searchM in vain. 

For disappointment added to our pain. 

<^ But new occasions gave new stings to woe. 
And all our fears in new directions flow ! 
My lovely partner felt that moment near. 
Which in our state was terrible to bear :-^ QoO 
So near, it threatened jto precede the day, 
And which lilce death admitted no delay. 
My swelling heart I could no more suppress. 
Bat in these strains discovered my distress : 
'^ O my distracted breast ! forlorn and poor, 056 
" Repeird from each inhospitable door; 
'• Strangers, benighted, tir'd, with hunger fainf^ 
** And shut indignant from the home we want : 
*^ Still more than all, and what I least can bear, 
^^ She whom I love must feel the greatest 
share* 660 

VOL, I. F 
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" O false philosophy ! which says — relief 

'' May be obtain'd by sympathy in grief. 

'' Instead of thi«, its strokes more keenly fall, 

'* When each feels eacb^and bears the weight of all." 

*' Meanwhile her bosom seem'd to Heaven 

resigned, 665 

And no alarm disturbed her pious mind. 

No sigh repining, no impatient word 

Dropp'd from her lips to vilify her Lord ; 

But from her tongue these two expressions flow, 

'* It must be best, for Heaven will have it so. 670 

'* We must not murmur^ nor unjustly grieve ; 

^' For he who made us, bids us to believe.'* 

Sham'd by the kind reproof, I soon repressed 

My wayward thoughts, and tianquilliz'd my breast; 

Then to a well-known cavity repaired, 675 

And all its horrors to the dews preferred. 

L. 675. Tlien to a well-known caviii/ repaired,'] Walker's 
account of it IS thn, p. 26. ^ 27. *« It is," says he, *« a place 
** of coinmon receipt on the east side of Bethlehem, Mrithout 
^< the town, made in a hollow rock, as is usual for stables in 
** that rocky country ,where was a manger also cutout of the 
4* stone. Surius says, that about the year 326, the erapresi 
4< Helena built a stately church over this cave, which re- 
4* mains to this day ; the Cave or Grot itself bein^ under 
** the quire.— The very place where tradition says the bless- 
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A cave it was where cattle found repose. 

And grief retir'd to dissipate its woes, 

Ib storms a refuge to the shivering swain, 679 « 

When sudden sleet conies driving o'er the plain ; 

But whether hewn by labour in the stone, 

Orform'd by nature, was to us unknown. 

Some vagrant reeds I gathered at the gate, 

Which, mix'd with stubble,form'd her bed of states 

These to the virgin for a couch I gave, 68* 

Plac'd in. the inmost corner of the cave; 

Such pomp did David's Royal Heir assume. 

Such was the furniture, and such the room 

The rest a choir of modest angels brings, 

But veil their faces with their purple wings. ^G 

'^ The moon had now with beams of borrowed 
light 
In her pale chariot made the noon of night. 

«' ed Virgin was delivered, being covered with aliandsom* 
«< white marble, in the luiddie of which is inlaid a green 
«^ jasper, of about a span diameter, round whidi jasper if 
«* a circle of gold, in form of a sun, with four rajs of se- 
<* veral colours, made of diamonds, rubies^ granites, and 
** other precious stones : in the circle are graven in capital 
V characters these words, HERE WAS BORN JESUS 
♦• CHRIST OF THJft VIRGIN MARY*'» 
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Nor human voice nor grazing beast we heafj 
But rising vapours chiird the midnight air. 6^4 

* Faint did the lamp on neighbouring Edar bum^ 
For lazy fogs obscured its glimmering urn. 
The drowsy stars in sluggish motion roll. 
Suspend their courses, and arrest the pole. 
Pensive I sat, and clos'd my weary eyes ; 
But afiguish, slumber to my lids denies. 700 

Yet strange to telli by Heav'n it seem'd impressed, 

> Sleep for some moments stole upon my breast. 
But soon a light of supernatural birth, 
Brighter than this which now illumes the earth. 
Through my clos'd eyelids forc'd a piercing ray, 705 
And rolis'd my senses where entranced I lay. 
Trembling I wake, and with surprise behold 
The cave all delag'd with ethereal gold, 
With beaming glories too refin'd for sense. 
And forms celestial half departing thence. 7 10 
In Mary's arms I saw the infant lie, 
And mercy beaming from his heavenly eye ; 
While rays of glory from his temple pour, 
And other streams of modest light devour. 

ii» 695. FaSnt 4id the iamp on neighbouring Edar bum] 
The watch-tower .of £d«r« in the fields of Bethleheni, north 
#ast from the town* 



^ 
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1 kDeel adoriBg, «n4 my tongue emplajj 71^ 

Ai|d lift my eyes to testify my joy. 

But soon I rose impress'd with sudden fear ; 

For at the cave I heard some footsteps ne^r ; 
Some sounds confusM loud conversation yield, 
Like that of rustics hastening to then* field. 720 

<' To shield my charge I hied me to the gate. 
And in the passage either stood or sate. 
But guess my wonder, when at length I spy, 
Just as the mom began to gild ihe sky, 724 

A troop of shepherds^ harmless, meek, and mild, 
By Heav'n directed to the new-born child ; 
Who, bowing low, with earnestness inquire 

For Israel's monarch and the world's Desire. 
Amaz*d} I ask'd how they the news had heard, 

£re day had dawn'd, or visiter appeared ? 730 

When two young men who could relate it best. 

With cbaplels crown'd> made answer for the rest : 

.Claius^ who lately the lewd town had feft. 

Of his romantic, foolish hopes bereft, 734 

Whom bounteous Heav'n, with all he valued dear, 

Indulged in peace with his Urania here : 

Strephofii who did with modesty. pretend 

To be* and was, till vice prevail'd, his friend ; 
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For since this time^ on many a vain pretence 
He left the plains and lost his innocence^ 74C 
And now his soul, devoid of every grace, 
Appears as steel'd and hardened as his face^ 
Foul as those loathsome brands his body bears, 
And black as that dissembling robe he wears. 
Uls flagrant vice deceitful garments shroud 74^ 
To veil the eyes of the deluded crowd. 
1 saw him lately too ambitious grown 
His once l9v*d Claius or himself to own. - 
Among the pric^sts the title which he bears 
Is Malchi — suited to the garb he wears. 7^^ 

With these associates daily he blasphemes 
The Lord of glory, at whose death he aims. 
Alas, how chang'd ! When innocent and young, 
With Claius thus Christ's birth he sweetly sung :" 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL BY THE SHEPHERD5. 

8TKEPH0N. 

^^ How, Claius, are we dumb with joy ? 75; 

Come, tune tby pipe to carols sweet : 
Let's welcome the celestial boy, 

And throw our garlands at his feet* 
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/ 

CLAIUS. 

^^ I have a Iamb as pure as snow^ 

Which my Urania smiling gave ; 760 

Yet this shall to his altars go^ 

Nor shall her eyes the Tictim sate. 

STRUPHON. 

" Mbtaken swain ! he ne'er requires 
That with such ofiP rings we should part: 

Goj give him pure and fair desires^ 765 

And praise him with a humble heart ! 

CLAIUS, 

^^ Then all my hopes and all my fears 
I'll to their ancient Lord restore, 

And all my sighs^ and all my tears t 

His loTe obtained, I aik no more/' 770 

^' In strains like these iheir arts the shepherds 
tried, 
*^hen to my question Claius thus replied : 

*' In yonder plain that stretches by the flood, 
^ear Edar's tower, to guard our flocks we stood. 
*^o cheerthenight we join'd our varied powers, 775 
^tidsooth'd by turns with songs the midnight hours. 



.J 
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Of ancient heroes some with tales proceed. 
Who grasp'd the sword, or touched the trembling 

reed : 
Great Jacob's travels these with warmth relate, 
And these examine Reuben's cfkne aod fate, 780 
Infer strong cautions and impart advice 
To guard those avenues which lead to vice. 
Others extol the Euphratean swain 
Who stretch'd Goliah on the groaning plain ;— 
Tell how Philistia mouin'd her champion dead, 785 
And how, confus'd, her vanquish'd armies fled ; — 
How valiant David fought, and lov'd, and sung. 
And how tire vailies with bis praises rung. 

'^ tY uue tnus employ'd benettth the cloadlejss sky. 
The cock's shrill notes proclaim'd the morning nigh: 
We heard the sound, and saw each midnight star 
Shoot oblique rays across the tranquil air ; 793 
Surveyed with pleasure the decline of night. 
And hail'd the prospect of approaching light. 
Old jEgon, starting with amazement, cries, 79^ 
♦* See, shephierds, see, descending from the skies 

L. 779. Great Jae^b^stravehtheiewUhwitrmthrelaieyi^c.} 
A prdbabk sabject fot their mi^ m^ discOorses, it being 
in this very place where iie pitched hiii teat, den* xxxv. 21. 
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^ Yon radiant light, resembliDg solar flamey 
'' Or other beams I have not words to name, 
'^ It seems a prodigy of vast intent, 
*^ To burn the worid, or mark some strange event^ 
^' From its new course it cannot be the sun, 801 
^^ For night has yet some tedioqs hours to run. 
^* Instead of mounting, it with speed descendsi 
*' And to our tents fts wond'rous journey bends.** 
He, trembling,paus'd, thoughmore hemeanttosay; 
For soon the light diffused a flood of day. 806 
The ewes arose, and into flocks divide. 
The little lambs ran bleating by their ^ide. 
Our faithful dogs their sudden fears betray*d> 
And none besides my old Lycisca bay'd. 810 

We prostrate fell, as it difFus'd its rays, 
Nor could sustain the splendour of the blaze. 
When lo ! a youth beyond all mortals fair, 
Who seem*d celestial by his mien and air, 
In pleasing accents thus the silence broke, 815 
And in these strains the recent wonder spoke ;'* 

*' Bless'd swains! I bring no terrors to affright, 

^' Or niock yom* hopes with phantoms of the night. 

F 5 
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" Dispatch'd; I come from Heav n's Almighty 

King, 
'' And to your ears the happiest tidings bring, 8^ 
<^ To all mankind, on this auspicious morn, 
*' Th* incarnate Saviour of the world is born, 
'* Near David's city, where in days of old 

*' The royal shepherd did protect his fold. 824 
*^ Go then^and find him wrapp'd in swaddling bands 
'* Who grasps all nature with his mighty hands. 
'' This n'ight a stable claims his humble birth 
" Who stretch'd the skies and buiittlie solid earth." 

T 

Thus having said, he drew the veil aside, 
And glitt'ring Angels throng'd on every side,, 830 
Thick as those floating motes which seem to stray, 
And dance refulgent in the beams of day. 
Celestial voices then' our fears remove, 
While thus they sing those hymns they leariv'd 
above : 



L. 827. This night a stable claims his humble Wr/A.] By 
the word stable there is more liberty allowed than if it had. 
been manger, the Greek ^arvw signifying both, answenng 
1 think pretty exactly to Praesepe in the Latin. However, 
all antiquity have agreed that Christ was born in a .cav«> 
mot a house, as Grotius proves out of Justin and others. 
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THE SONG OF THE ANGELS. 

I. 

^^ Glory to him who reigns on high, 835 

To Heav*n's imperial majesty ! 
To him who sits upon the throne, 
The great ineffable Three-One ! 

II; 

^* Peace from the Prince of Peace we bring, 
An amnesty from heaven's high King, 840 

Who at the Saviour's welcome birth 
Scatters pardons round the earth. 

III. 

^^ Thunders IVe must use no more, 

In which the law was giv'n before; 

But strive rebellious man to move 84d 

With mild good- will and heavenly love.'* 

^' While hymning thus they parted from our sight, 
And soar'd to heav'n amidst celestial light. 
By their direction we forsook our fold. 
To see those wonders which the Angels told : 850 
And, thus arriv'd, desire to feast our eyes 
On him who now within the stable lies." 
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*^ To thek fieqiiest consent I qotckly ^ave. 
And introduc'd them to the well-known cave. 854 
With solemn reVrence when his face they spied^ 
In speechless awe they gaze unsatisfied ; 
But while they wonder with renew'd delight, 
£ach moment brought new miracles to sight. 
AmazM they see a radiant light unfoldy 
And rocks and straw assume the hue of gold ; 860 
Through the dark cave the bursting glories rise 
With brighter beams than e'er adorn'd the skies ; 
While round the babe new radiations play, 
Which light afresh this artificial day. 
Their rustic garlands then the swains bestow, 86i» 
And odorous flowers in rich profusion throw ; 
Some in their hands a cruse of honey bear, 
Qr fragrant balm's inestimable tear. 
As grateful incense these were freely given. 
As such accepted by the King of Heaven. 870 
These gifts beatow'd, they separate £|gain, 
Aad spread the tidings round the joyful plain. 

"The evening star had clos-d the seventh day 
Since Christ appearM enshrin'd in human clay ; 
And on the eighth glad mom, with joy we bear 87$ 
The holy infant to the house of prayer : 
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Whence, as die law directs, that sign he bore 
Which markM our great progenitors hefore, 
Inscribed in blood upon his tender skin, . 
Though free from actlral and traducti^e sin ; 880 
And the next moon, as holy rites required. 
We with the babe to Solyma retired, 
In due obedience to Jehovah's word. 
To dedicate him to his heav'nly Lord. 

^* Soon as our feet to Salem's temple came, 885 
The fragrant incense shot a purer flame : 
In lambent smiles, as if from orders given. 
It seem'd to glow with gratitude to Heaven. 
Ttie pious mother, on devotion bent. 
Straight to the altar with her offsring went ; 890 
Of harmless doves she took a lovely pair. 
While all her soul dissolv'd in grateful prayer : 
These as memorials reach'd the bless'd abode. 
And found acceptance at the throne of God. 

** This double sacrifice was scarcely done^ 595 
To purge herself and dedicate her Sou, ' 
Ere through the crowd prophetic Simeon came. 

Of noted virtue and unblemished fame. 
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Od him^ when cold decrepit age had spread . 
The hoar of winter on his feeble head^ 900 

And he one evening in the temple staj^d^ 
And for redemption most devoutly pray'd^ 
A lovely youth, who seem'd divinely fair, 

Smil'd on his face, and bade him not despair; — 
Told him, though life was to the margin run, gO{l 
And silver hairs proclaim'd his setting sun. 
That ere the weary wheels gf life stood still, 
God would the wishes of his soul fulfil :^— 
That Christ should come to bless the world witfi 

peace, 
Before his tongue should from petition cease. 9^0 
This day the same celestial form appeared. 
While in his closet he his prayer preferred, 
Stopp'd his devotion as he prostrate lay, 
And to the temple beckon'd him away. 
The good old man with joy the signal takes, 915 
And full of transport for the temple makes ; 
His feet no more their former strength denied. 
And useless crutches now were thrown aside ; 
TliroLigh all the crowd he venerably press'd, gig 

And seiz d the child, and lodg'd him in his breast 1 
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Then fall of vigour to the altur ran* 

And with this song> inspir'd by Heav'n, began : 

SIMEON'S SONG. 

^^ Yes, now thy servant dies, he gladly dies ! 

This life, dear Lord, prolong no more ; 

But as thou promis'dst me before, 925 

In peace now close my eyes : 
My eyes, which that dear object now have met. 
For which so long they gaz'd in vain* 

Por whose delay so long I did complain t . 

Pvo seen (he Sun of righteonsness arise ; 930 

'Tis tipoe my gliiiun'ring lamps forsake the skies. 
And in the shades of death in silence set« 

II. 

<^ The world already hails his welcome birth ; 
Haste then, and humble gifts prepare 
To meet and bless th' Almighty Heir, ^BM 

The King of heaven and earth : 

Him the lost Gentiles shall their Sa? ioor find, 
Him Heathen lands their Lord shall own, 
Their Lord and God, him who alone 

Imparts both eyes and eye-sight to the blind. 940 

III. 

^* Ah stupid nation ! Wilt thou still refuse, 
StiU hate thy Saviour ! Ah thrice l\^den'd Jews! 
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Grant Heayea iiiese boding fears maj not be irae ! 
Rejected hy jour Prince as he by yon ! 
But ah ! irhat crnel truths I see 94ir 

In the dark womb of future day4S ! 
' To what a cursed throne will ye your Sarioar raise^ 
And crown hb head with thorns and infamy. ! 
What woes, what swords^bless'd mother^ are resert^d 
for thee! 

'^ But Heaven at last to mercy seems inclin'd^ 9IK> 

For see a glorious 'Scene b^ind ! 
He comes, hexomes, ihese.ey6s again shall see, 

Again, dear Sariour, welcome thee^ 
The clouds thy chariot, and thy wings the wind ! 

In Zion shall appear 955- 

The great Deliyerer : 
This stubborn nation then shall atriveno more^ 
But him who once i^cy picrc'd adore, 
Now Israel's glory, not her shame." 

" Thus having said, his^oul to bliss retir'd ; 96O 
Thus good old Simeon with a smile expir'd. 

^' But scenes as strange succeed to wonders past, 
As each new wave rides closely on the last. 
No age nor sex but must its Lord confess, 
A prophet there, but here a prophetqss^ g65 

Anna, rcnown'd, a matron and a wife, 
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For spotless virtue and a blameless life ; 
Who claim'cl descent from Asher's fruitful race, 
Fam'd in ber youth for every female grace^ 
Thea sought by lovers, nor at last denied 970 

To bless the happiest by the name of bride. 
Through seven long years they no dissension knew ; 
Their flame was pure, and grace preserved it new ; 
Their hopes were mutual, and their souls the same. 
In nought they differed but in sex and name. 975 
But when he lay among the silent dead, 
And his immortal part to God had fled, 

A second love her heaveniy tiioughts deniedf 
And m her breast all worldly pleasure died. 
She, from that hour, in hope of sacred light 980 
Within the temple waited day and night ; 
Fasted, and pray'd, and saw through faith the day 
That in her Lord should Israel's wrong repay. 
Oft her chaste soul to heaven would take its flight, 
Lost and absorbed in glory infinite ; 985 

When thus retir'd, no look, no thought abroad, 
Nothing she knew besides herself and God ; 
Nay, sometimes scarce distinct herself could cally 
Abstracted from herself — —for God was all. 
From Heav'a she learn'd the day, the hour preciscy 
When we approached to bring our sacrifice; 99 1 
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The flatt'riag tales bis parasites bad pour'd. 
And wbich with haste bis greedy soul devour'd^**- 
Those tales which lately, to enhance his feme, 
Had prostituted the Messiah's name. 
Now as an opiate to ambition fail'd> 1O30 

And all the horrors of his sonl reveard* 
Bat still the tyrant, tboagh averse to good, 
Seem'd with the cunning of the fox endued. 
And hence the Sages to bis palace brings 1054 
With pomp and grandeur not unworthy kings. 
Dissembling well^ his maUce to conceal. 
He lavish'd praises on their ardent zestl ; 
And, like a tiger crouching to destroy. 
With base intentions prais'd the sacred boy. 

three sons, Alexander« Arigtobulus, tfnd Antipater, tlie kit 
just as be uratf himself exptriag; and indeed if they were 
like their father, it were a pity that any of the breed should 
have been left. Vid. Jos. Antiq. lib. 6.' cap. 17. and. lib. 7. 

L. \0t9. Has prostituted the Messiah's name.'] Eusebiitft 
in his history, gives an account of that sect among the 
Jews mentioned in the Evangelists, and called Herodiansi 
who, as he says, flattered Herod the Great with the title of 
the Messiah, celebrating a reli^ous annual feast to his 
honour. It is perhaps worth remark, that all those who 
unjustly usurped that incommunicable title, either in those 
ages or since, as he, Barochebas, Jtidas, and iU our ttmflt 
P^^id Sabbatt-Serii mi otiren, came to miscrabjc eadi^ 
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'' Bfess'd be th* nnutterable Name/' he said, 1040 
'* Whose heav'nljr glories are so richly shed ; 
" Whose merdy has to Gentile workk reveaPd 
^' That promised Princej from ages past conceai'd. 
'< O tliat I could the Royal Infant greet, 
'^ And cast my crown and sceptre at his feet ! 1045 
'' O bliss supreme ! coald Herod's hands bnt bear 
^ The world^s great Sovereign to the house ofprayer^ 
^' There with devotion on his mandates wait, 
^' And serve in triumph greater than this state/' 
Such were the snares the sanguine tyrant spread. 
Such the delusion which his speech displayed ! 

** Soon as our home the eastern Sages grac'd, 
They saw his snares, and his intentions trac'd ; 
In all his wiles their opening eyes perceiv'd 
The impious frauds their innocence believ'd. 10^5 
Nor was the fraud by these alone sustain'd. 
His Royal word the Sanhedrim conven'd ; 
He then inquir'd of those most deeply read 
Id what our prophets had foretold and saidi 
And ask*d with much solicitude the place 1060 
Which by our books Messiah's birth should grace. 
In their debates the Sanhedrim declare, — 
But you perhaps, most learned Sir, was there 
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Whose friendly voice prohibited their stay. 
And bade them travel by another way ; 1110 

Nor call on Herod, who with rage pursued 
The heav'niy babe, and thirsted for his blood. 
- Some precious gifts the Sages then prefer. 
Of gold and silver, frankincense, and myrrh ; 
And- being thus by friendly visions warned, 1115 
By difibrent roads they to their homes returned. 

" Herod ho sooner found himself deceiv'd 
By men whose faith his sophistry believ'd. 
Than horrid oaths an easy passage made. 
And all the secrets of his soul betray'd ; 1120 

And, though the Sages were beyond his power, 
The thunder ended in a bloody shower. 
A mandate fierce 'gainst Bethlehem he pass'd, 
The first on record, and we hope the last, 1 124 
(My bleeding heart relates the fact with pais,) 
That all the infant children should be slain. 
Through every street the doleful tidings fly. 
And lamentations echoed through the sky. 
At length from heaven a glorious angel came, llS9 
The same who freed my lovely spouse from blame: 
In all his visage I beheld concern. 
And mingling grief and indignation bum. 
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But ere I spoke, he call'd aloud — '' Arise, 
*^ Nor stay one moment to express surprise : 
^^ Depart this instant, and the babe convey 1135 
" Where Egypt's subjects milder kings obey. 
" There lodge awhile, nor thence attempt to move 
^^ Till thou receiv*st commission from above. 
'^ For Herod aims with more than hellish strife 
^^ To war with Heaven, and take the infant's life^" 

*' He 'd scarcely ended, ere the guards were comfit 
Equipp'd like butchers to supply the tomb. 
The cohorts stretch before the city gate. 
Where they like furies for admittance wait. 
To pour upon us like a mighty flood, 1145> 

And bathe their daggers in the childrens' blood. 

" Starting, we rose, of every sound afraid. 
Nor in the town one lingering moment stay'd; 
Bnt, warnM by Ileav'n to flee approaching fate, 
We pass'd in silence through a private gate. 1150 
Oar weary feet had no great distance gone 
Before the streets with flaming torches shone: 
From a small hill we saw the dismal glare 
Moving like lightning through the troubled air. 

VOL, I. a 
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prom our retreat we heard a doleful cry 1155 

Of female voices which assail'd the sky ; 
Shriek answered shriek, each groaa another meets^ 
And cries of murder echoed through the streets. 
Here frantic mothers for their children pray'd. 
And fathers there the murdVoiis foes invade. II60 
Here manglM infants from the windows fall^ 
There bleeding babes are dashM against the wall^ 
Or with brute hands by pikes and halberts die, 
While lifeless heaps on bloody pavements lie. 
What nameless horrors must have form'd the scene, 
Thus heard in part add indistinctly seen ? 1 166 

*' These mournful woes the prophet clearly sa^i 
If not the tyrant who should give the blow ; 
And hence his language pointedly declared — 
•* Loud lamentations were in Rama heard ; 1170 
^' Hermurder'd offspring weeping Rachel mourn'dy 
^' And saw her joys to deepest anguish turn*d : 
*' And hence her soul disconsolately griev'd ; 
" And, lost to hope, refus'd to be reliev'd." 
Such was the picture which the prophet drew, 1 175 
Such the events which proved the record true I 

'' The virgin, shrieking, felt her soul distress^, 
And clasped the infant to her trembling breast j 
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Nor durst we more the horrid scene survey, 
Or keep our station till returning day ; 1180 

Tlie iDfaDt*8 safety urg*d our speedy flight 
Beneath the sahle canopy of night. 
We marched a* once^ impell'd by what we feared. 
And, ere the glimin'ring of the dawn appeared. 
With painful steps the dreary path pursued 1185 
To the rough margin of Tekoah's wood. 
Beth-HaccVem's hill we sbunnM with 'Cautious fear> 
For Herod's arts had station'd soldiers there. 
The forests pass'd, we Siddim's plains came down 
On the third mom to Sheba's noted town. 1 ig6 
Thence leaving Palestine, our course we take 
Across the sands, by Sirbon's changing lake, 

L, 1186. To the rough margin of TekoaKs wood.] Tim 
forest or wilderness of Tekoah lies a little south of Bethle- 
hem, in the way to Egypt ; and Beth Haccerem is near it : 
w« read in Jer. vi. 1 . of both the places together : blow 
the trumpet in Tekoah (which si^nilies the sound of a 
trumpet), set up a sign of fire in Beth-IIaccerem ; a place 
I suppose much of the nature of our beacons. Now this 
Beth-Haccerera may either signify the house of strongmen* 
or the house of rustics: the former interpretation I ibllowt 
supposing it a strong garrison, probably in some narrow 
pass of that wilderness. 

L. 1192. Across the saiuk, hy Sirbon's changing lake.^ 
This lake had formerly an inlet into the sea^ whick 
being in time choked up, it now still grows less and lesc* 
it is reckoned the utmost eastern bound of Egjpt. 
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And Casius' mount so much renown'd of late 

For mighty Pompey's sepulchre and fate. 

Here first we enter*d Mizraim's fruitful soil, 1 195 

Which asks no rain, waterM alone by Nile. 

Near old Bethshemesh we the river crossed. 

Which its old gods and older name has lost. 

From Heliopolis we travell*d on 

To the proud walls of modern Babylon ; HOO 

But here we durst not terminate our cares 

So near the frontiers of the tyrant's snares. 



L. 1194. For mighty Pompey't sepulchre and. fate,'] Near 
this was Pompey the Great basely killed, and afterwardi 
buried by a poor soldier. But the Emperor Adrian erect- 
ed a beautiful monument in the same place. 

L. 1 197. Near old Bethahemesh we the river cro99'd.'\ Now 
Heliopolis. Its ancient name seems to ha^e been On/ 
hence called Onii by Ptolemy, but by the Jews Bethshe- 
mesh, or the House of the Sun, near akin to Heliopolii, 
or the City of the Sun, one of the cities which, it was 
prophesied, should leaye its idols, and speak the language 
of Canaan, to which place many authors think our Sa- 
viour was carried ; but I go a little further, as Vida does, 
and fix him more in the inland country. 

L, 1^00. To the proud walls of modem Babylon'] This 
Babylon, from whence many think St. Peter wrote his first 
epistle (though Bellarmine will have it Home, rather than 
not get him there at all), has been a considerable place, 
though nothing like its name-sake in Chaldo^a. It stood 
just at the confluence of tjie rivers Trajan us and Nilua. 
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We Still pierce deeper, and at last reside 
At stately Memphis, Egypt's royal pride* 
Here we beheld those piles which wound the sky, 
Beneadi whose top the rolling clouds pass by, 1206 
Huge useless wonders, wens on nature's face, 
The younger brothers of the Babel race ; 
Which on]y serve to mark ambition's springs,- 
The strength of art, and vanity of kings. 1210 
Thus Memphis serv'd, with Providence our guide. 
To give that safety Palestine denied ; 
Where in obscurity we humbly mov'd, 
Loving our neighbours, and by them belov'd. 

^* But since the sun, to show departing day. 
Shines from the west, and darts an oblique ray, 
I soon must pause ; nor need I now relate, 
What all must know, ambitious Herod's fate* 
His end was dreadful, but with justice given. 
To mark the vengeance of insulted Heaven. 122(^ 
Twas then an angel by divine command 
Call'd us from Mizraim's to our native land : 

L« 1205. Here we beheld those pUes which wound the sky. ] 
All that we can certainly tell the reader concerning those 
unwieldy wonders, the Pyramids, is, that they were made 
for nobody knows what, and built by nobody knows whom : 
they stand most of them about Memphis, on the west bank 
of the river* 
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Two tedious days in fruitless search we spent, 1265 
Two dreary nights we gave our sorrow vent ; 
Nor rest our feet, nor sleep our eyelids founds 
To ease our souls of their corroding wound* 
These efforts fruitless, we at length repair 
To ask assislance in the house of prayer, 1£70 
Resolv'd to follow the directions giv*n, 
And yield submission to the will of Heav*n. 
On entering here, to our surprise we found 
Cbrist in the midst^ and doctors seated round. 
ILsLch on his words with deep attention hung, 1275 
And bless'd the sound of his harmonious tongue ; 
Admir'd his wisdom which hb age outran. 
In years a child, in speech beyond a man.'^ 

'* Was this the child," good Nicodemus cried, 
<^ Who askM our doctors questions, and replied i 
'' I then was there,. presided in the schools^ 
'^ And heard him reason by established rules, 
'' Gaz'd on his face, the wond'rous youth admir'd, 
*^ Atid half believ'd him by a God inspired. 
" Sublime and lofty, evident and clear, 1285 
*' All his expressions, thoughts, and notions were; 
* * Each look, each word, proclaimed celestial grace, 
^* Of birth superior to the human race. - 
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All others infinitely this overpowers, 

Where Heav'n's high King is born as well as ours* 

Through future days the Royal babe I see, -% 

How long his rule, how vast his realms shall be, f 
Through boundless space and time he reigns | 

eternally." 1090 J 

" The same," said Cephas, '* Joseph did repeat. 
When these momentous facts he did relate. 
From hence the Sages information drew, lOgS 

And facts have prov'd these great predictions true. 
Their faith grew strong when they beheld the star. 
Which rose and shone to guide them where we were^ 
Nor did their feet our humble roof disdain. 
Nor did the}' long in Herod's courts remain, 
But mov'd with speed the Prince of Peace to find. 
For Israel's sceptre and the world's design'd. 1 100 
But ere they left h\s Jormula of state. 
He gave injunctions which conceal'd his hate ; 
That, having found him, they should bring him word. 
That he with homage might adore the Lord. 1104? 

" But this fair semblance veil'd a black intent. 
Too soon discover 'd by the sad event ; 
For they no sooner enter'd our abode. 
Than they receiv'd a me&senger from God, 
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'' And in his lodgings reason with your friend 
" On all those topics which you recommend ; 
^' To find if truth will those encomiums bear 1315 
" Which so profusely grace his character." 

** Nobly resolvM/' the pious saint replied, 
" Grant me the honour to become your guide !*' 
They join ; and all the company divide. 
Joseph^ well pleas'd, saluted every guest, 1520 
And. the nisxt morning Sx'd to bear the rest» 
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.ri/HE introdaction^ from the happiness and plea* 
tare of pious contemplation and meditation. Nicodemus 
and the three disciples find our Saviour at Gethsemane. 
His discourse with him concerning several mysteries of 
the christian faith.' Nicodemus departs, well satisfied with 
the conference; and Gamaliel being indisposed, the meet- 
ing and further relation of the three disciples is adjourned 
the next d&y from Joseph's garden to Gamaliel's house, 
vrhere the apostles proceed with their discourse of our 
Saviour ; giving an account of the Baptist's history, his 
character, preaching, prophesies, and baptism; to which 
many come, and among the rest our Saviour, who is at- 
tested there by the descent of the Holy Ghost, like a 
dove, accompanied with a voice from Heaven; at which 
the people being about ta take him by force and make him 
a king, he retires thence into the wilderness, as well to' 
escape their importunity, and prepare for his approaching 
work, as by (rod's permission to be tempted of the 
devil. The description of that part of the wilderness 
whither our Saviour went. In the mean while, Lucifer, 
alarmed at the wonders of our Saviour's birth, and his 
j^ppeaiiance now at Jordan, and doubting hm to be tb« 
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true Messiah prophesied of to destroy his kingdom, had 
. observed him at his baptism ; but frighted thence by 
thunder^ he retires into the abyss, arises thence at 
midnight* and gives the signal to all the fiends to meet 
him; his speech on the occasion of their meeting. 
Moloch is for .undertaking to destroy our Saviour; but 
Lucifer forbids him» and himself sets about it: he finds 
our Saviour, and accosts him in the shape of an old man 
almost &mished» pressing him with his first temptation^ 
to work a miracle, and change stones into bread : Bat 
our Saviour, knowing him through his disguise, rejects 
his temptation. Night approaclung, he- attacks him with 
others, raising a tempest, and several other ways cndea* 
vouring to affright him, but without success. The next 
raorning he accosts him in a glorious form, though not 
denying himself, finding that he was discovered, but pre- 
tending love to mankind, especially to our Saviour," and 
offering him a banquet, which he had provided in the 
midst of a paradise raised in the wilderness.. The song 
of two attendant spirits to invite our Saviour to eat of 
the feast which, on his refusal, vanishes; when the 
devil, enraged, changes himself into the form of a dragon, 
and, snatching up our Saviour, hurries him away tlirough 
the air, and sets him on a pinnacle of the temple; whence 
he shews him, below, the priests, the Jews and Gentiles, 
iu their three courts gazing at him, the Roman garrison 
taking their pleasure in the amphitheatre, and the castle 
Aiitonia unguarded; persuading him to descend in the 
flame of the altar, that the Jews might acknowledge him, 
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and under his conduct redeem their freedom; which he 
might more securely do, because God had promised to 
give his angels charge over him. Our Sa\'iour having 
answered his text with another, the devil once more 
snatches him up and carries him to the top of Pisgah. 
representing in the air all the kingdoms of the world, 
with their riches and glory, and shews him the Ishmaelites 
travelling through the desarts with caravans of gold and 
spices; the kingdoms of Ethiopia, the isles of the 
Mediterranean, Italy, Rome, France, Britain; then 
Persia, over to China and India, to the East, the 
principal rarities whereof he describes ; and still more 
East, cross an undiscovered Strait, a new world, whither 
one of his attendants was then conducting a colony of 
Tartars; offering him his choice of all these, or, if none 
would satisfy him, to raise him a throne on Pisgah, and 
make him King of both those worlds, if, by way of 
homage for them, he would bow down and adore him. 
At which blasphemous proposition, our Saviour instantly 
commands the devil to leave him, the time wherein he 
was permitted to tempt him being now elapsed, who ac- 
cordingly vanibhcs away in a cloud of smoke and fire. 
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&00N as the night her sable reign began^ 
Repose was sought by bird, and beast^ and man ;: 
Their cares concluded with decJining day. 
And sleep and darkness held congenial sway. 
Kot so the Saviour ; his unwearied love 5 

Held high communion with the pow'rs above ; 
His cares for man refreshing sleep deny. 
On whose behalf his. soul ascends the sky. 
He from the world's qonfus'd and restless noise 
Retir'd in shade to taste celestial joys. 10 

His thoughts, all active, walk on nature's springs^ 
And view the causes and. effects of things; 
Then mounting high on contemplation, soar 
To those fair regions where he reign'd before^ 
Survey that glory which he left behind J 5 

To take oui nature mi redeem mankiud^. 
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Beyond this world his vig'rous mind could trace 
Angelic natures through the realms of space. 
His mounting soul with ardours all its own, 
In prayer and praises reach'd Jehovah's thronet^O 
And lefi behind those cares we feel below 
To stab our joys, and add new stings to woe. 

Go then, my soul, through time and matter 6j, 
Thy Saviour follow, and ascend the sky ! 
Survey those oceans of unbounded space, 25 

Which lose all measures both of time and place; 
Where clustering glories in succession shine. 
Through faith and practice made in promise thine. 

But ere our spirits find that safe retreat. 
Afflictive storms and hurricanes must beat. 30 
On shelves and quicksands we are daily toss'd, 
And many foundering are ingulf d and lost. 
This dangerous voyage, claiming all our care. 
Asks faith, and hope, and penitence, and prayer. 
Some skilful hand the helm of life to guide 35 

Across the stream of passion's driving tide. 
Since then such dangers lurk on every coast. 
On which some millions every year are lost, 

L. IT. Beyond thit world his vigorous mind could irace>\ 
All the visible frame or syitem of tbc creation* 
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Througli trackless oceans we must work our way 
From circling horrors to eternal day. 40 

Tbrice happy they who here beneath the storm^ 
' Lodg'd in some creek^ their various tasks perform ; 
Who watch the polar star's diminish'd rays, 
Or greatly bless'd enjoy the solar blaze ; 
Who view the cross, and see their Saviour there. 
And in his wounds find refuge in despair* 46 

If from the cradle to the peaceful grave 
Wc trace his life who died th^ world to save, 
No dubious deeds, no problematic void 
Appears to stamp bis character with shade. . 50 
By day liis miracles and language taught. 
By night the Saviour close retirement sought. 
His evening hours he spent in fervent prayer, 
Till dews descended through the midnight air; 
In awful solitude his moments pass'd, 5i 

And found a temple in each dreary waste. 
Thus life's whole term,compos'd of light and shade, 
Christ to his purposes subservient made. 

Among those solitudes which he surveyed. 
That was the chief in which he was betrayM : 60 
'Twas here in prayer the solemn hours he spent. 
When Nicodemus to his lodgings, went. 

4 
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*' Tlie seeds of vice have reachM the springs of life, 
'' And smother'd virtue in the dreadful strife; 110 
'' Hence foul contagion reigns in every part. 
And angry passions rule both bead and heart \ 
For fallen nature does corrupt the whole^ 
'' The change must penetrate through all the soul. 
'' From this sad source those fatal streams begin 
^^ Which taint the actions of mankind with sin ; 1 16 
** And hence those torrents of corruption flow, 
*' Which lead through time to everlasting woe. 
'* The truths I teach to check their deadly force, 
^^ Aim to reform their intellectual source ; 120 
*^ For every work is unavailing pain, 
'< Which lops biit branches, while the roots remain. 
<' Thus a new birth, which renovates the soul, 
'* And gives new life to the corrupted whole, 
'* Becomes essential ; and is freely giv n 12f 

*^ To change and qualify mankind for heaven. 
" This second birth in all its parts I preach ; 
" My saints enjoy the glorious truths I teach, 
^^ And, having learn'd the doctrines I explain, 
** Proclaim with me— ye must be born 
agajn/' - 130 
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On facts 80 strange the sage^in thought profound, 
Mus'd for some moments^ but no utterance found : 
At length replied — ** My reasoning powers are 

cross'd; 
** And all my views are in confusion lost : 
^ I feel myself unable to explain 135 

<' How man, when aged> can be born again ?*' 
Our Lord rejoin'd — *^ Art thou so meanly read 
'' In all the learning of the mighty dead ? 
*' Canst thou no further than thv senses see. 
*' And ask from ign'rance— ** How can these 

things be ?** 140 

*^ Alas ! can others from your lectures learn 
'* Truths which their teachers cannot yet discern ? 
^' Thou know'st the senses are by reason weigh'd^ 
'* Which in her turn is by religion sway'd. 
^^ When reason soars^ the senses quit the field ; 145 
'^ And both must, vanquish'd^ to religion yield. 
'' Can man's weak reason fathom boundless mighty 
*' Or stretch its lines to measure infinite? 
'* Can nature's laws creation's Lord confine, 
^' Or in one deed against his will combine? 150 
^' Has he no power to find another source, 
^* To form new laws, and counteract their force ? 
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'^ Has he no n^odes his favours to convey, 

" Though men know not the reason^ time, or way? 

^ Go track the wind, and tell me where it goes, 155 

*^ From what strange source the furious current 

blows ? 

*^ How storms are form'd beneath his guardian care, 

*^ Who in meanders whirls the fluid air ? 

*^ How, though invisible to human sight, 

" All bodies yield to its impetuous weight f 160 

*' Thou knowest well (vain man constrained must 

own) 
*^ Millions of facts whose causes lie unknown ; 

^' And as this fluid, on our bodies pressed, 

^* Affords an evidence by all confess'd, 

*^ Though the great cause in secret lies conceal'd, 

*' While the effects are every day reveal'd, 166 

'^ So the new birth in each converted heart 

^' Turns grief to joy, and bids its fears depart; 

** For know, the doctrines which I teach, contain 

"Truths most sublime, to purge man's deadly 

stain ; — 1 70 

'^ Truths, which thy reason must in vain explore; 

'^ They roll an ocean which commands no shore. 

*^ Hence vanquish'd reason must forsake the field, 

f* And to the light of revelation yield. 



Boot III, tHB LIFE OF CHRlSTi^ U^ 

" Thine eyes have wilnens'd the auspicious day 
'* When God came down to visit human clay ; 
^' And, ere they close in death's embrace, shall see 
*' His human part suspended on a tree. 
** Then, as the serpent^ in the wilds displayed 17$ 
'^ To heal those wounds the liviog scorpions made^ 
" Imparted life to those who gasp'd^ for breath, 
^ And rescued thousands from the jaws of death, 
^ So shall the Saviour, fastened to the wood, 
** Procure salvation with his reeking blood ; 
^* And all mankind, the blessing to receive, 185 
^' Must catch the streams — and those who taste, 
shall live. 
Such are the efforts Heaven designs, to prove 
Its unexampled, unexhausted love.*' 
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On truths so strange the Rabbi seem'd intent, 
And half a convert from the garden went. 190 
From what he leam'd, more latent facts he guess'd 
And grew impatient to obtain the rest ; 
Then to his house reluctantly retir'd, 
Pleas'd with the interview his soul desired. 

The sun had scarcely chas*d the shades of night 
Ere Nicodemus hail'd returning light ; 196 
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And to his friend Gamaliel walks in haste^ 
To tell the wonders of the evening past. 
He, indispos'd. of Joseph did desire 
That to his house th' apostles might retire. 200 
Consent obtain'd, the little party came 
To publish facts and spread their Master's fame; 
To mark the progress of prevailing light. 
And place salvation in the Rabbis' sight. 
Regal'd with viands of becoming fare, tOS 

With neatness dressed without ambitious care, 
Gamaliel then his anxious thoughts expressed, 
And James and John and Peter thus address'd : 
*^ The facts we heard when we assembled last 
'' Are too sublime to leave our minds in haste : 
" We therefore ask you, fully to explain 2 1 i 
*' Those various branches which must yet remain. 
^* Your former statements, so distinct and clear, 
<' Urge this request— we therefore pause to hear." 

Thus having said, renown'd Gamaliel sat, 215 
While his two friends in expectation wait ; 
When James arose, and with a holy sigh 
Proceeded thus to give a full reply : 
** If past narrations so much wonder gain, 219 
What can be left for facts which yet remain ?— 
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Our Master's trials, abstinence, distress. 

And war with Satao ia the wilderness ? — 

His wond'rous passage through the troubled air, 

By hell assail'd, though God's peculiar care ? — 

His aerial journey to the mountain's brow, 225 

Which did its snares in ei>dless prospects show ?— 

His station on the pinnacle alone,— 

His being urg'd to raise his bread from stone ? 

The firm resistance which in all he show'd, 

Proclaim'd his soul with heavenly power endow'd. 

*' But first permit my willing tongue to say 231 
How Christ, baptiz'd, did God's commands obey. 
He, to fulfil the law, to Jordan came. 
Where Zachary's son assum'd the Baptist's name. 
Here Enon's stream, not far from Beth'iem's walls. 
By Salim rolls, and into Jordan falls. Q,3G 

Unknown to fame, the Baptist from a child 
Had liv'd retir'd in Judah's feriile wild ; — 
Had spent his time among the rustic swains, 
Whose flocks and herds enjoy'd the hills and plains. 
Austere he liv'd, remote from all resorts 241 

Of base ambition and intrisrues of courts. 
Here, while to more exalted fortunes born. 
Earth's sicklyjoys his spul had learnt to scorn : 

VOL. T. H 
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For such mean clothing and coarse fare he usM 
As frugal nature bounteously produced ; 246 

Rough camel's hair his spreading shoulders bore, 
Just like those spoils which ancient heroes wore: 
So far*d Elijah, when his food he found 
Hung on the trees, or spread upon the ground: 
Thus when wild honey on his table lay, 251 

The luscious blessing made his festal day. 
We learn from hence how little nature wants. 
Besides those favours which her bounty grants; 
And also learn how difficult to please ^55 

A pamper'd palate in luxurious ease : 
His life severe, his language, and his dress. 
The rigid virtues of his soul express^ . 

'^ He, arm'd from Heav'n, with zeal and thunder 
came 
To warn tlie guilty of impending flame ; 260 

To rouse the vile alone: the shores he went 
By Jordan's banks, and cried aloud — " Repent: 
*' Forsake thy sins, -unhappy Israel ; turn, 
" Or writhe in flames which must for ever burn. 
*' Full in thy view the dreadfiilday appears, 265 
^' Which marks the actions of departed years : 
'' It comes apace ; and all within the tomb, 
" Or now alive, must meet a righteous doom« 
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This glorious vault above, no more the SHcne, 
* Shall like an ov'n teem with the spreading Rdtne, 
'^ Fed and sustain'd by that All-powerful breath 
'* Which gives us life — or blasts us into death; 272 
'^ Large flakes of fire ghall roll in circles round, 
'^ And burn the stubble from the blazing ground. 
'* -Then Sadducees and Pharisees must go, 27 S 
'^ Aad bear their punishments in endless woe; 
«'.The bold blasphemer, and the atheist lewd, 
'* And painted hypocrites, a vip'rous brood, 
*' Shall find their portion in the burning tide, 
'^ And curse for ever each deceitful guide. 280 

'* Ye guilty souls, what led yx)u to incline 
" To ask for grace, or shun the wraih divine? 
<* Where is your church, within whose pale by 

stealth 
'* Ye basely crept from policy or wealth f 284 
" Does conscience wake? are guilty fears alarm'd? 
" DoesHeav'n appear with all its vengeance arm'd f 
*' O brood of vipers ! why against the skies 

Maintain your warfare, and believe in lies? 



« 



L. 270. Shall like an ov^n teem ivilh the spreading Jlame,} 
Tbis, and whait follows, are the sutoance of Mai. iv. *' Bft 
hold the day cometb that shall burn as an oven." 
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" Fly, wretches, fly from your impending fate, 
<' And ask forgiveness ere it be too late. SgO 

'' This sacred moment grace unfolds her gatCEf, 
*^ And sovereign mercy your acceptance waits ; 
** Repentance through the Saviour now display^ 
'' The path which leads to everlasting day. £g4 
*' Hereby y6ur souls may find that healing grace 
<' Which shiiiefs reve^l'd to save thef ha man racct 
''Go see the Sun of Righteousness arise, 
*' And on its glories feast your longing, eyes ; 
'' It shines to heal each mortal wound within^ 
'* And cure the poisonof that serpent — sin. 300 
*' He, rais'd on high, compassionately brings 
^' Life and salvation in his healing wings; 
•' Who look may live, though now tbey gasp for 

breath, 
'* And find delivVance from the pangs of death; 
" These the true Canaan promis'd shall possess, 
'' While others perish in the wilderness ; S0§ 

*' These through the world shall in full triumph go, 
*' And through their Lord subdue each hell*boro 

foe: 
•' Lands yet unknown his laws shall entertain, 
^* And o'er the nations the Messiah teigu." 3)}) 
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^' These thundering calls the Jews, alarm'd, 
received, 
And numbers, listening, trembl'd and believM. 
You know what crdwds from various regions came, 
And bare me witness to the Baptist's fame- 
Some who in wild Perea wander'd wide, 315 
Near Jabbock's ford, or Arnon*8 streamy side ; 
Fenuel and Succoth many sons supply. 
Whose haughty fathers were com pel I'd to fly ; 
Their hosts with Midian's from great Gideon fled 
On those fair fields where Jacob's cattle fed; — 320 
From Jabesh some, where Saul such succours 

brought, 
'And some from Gilboa where that monarch fought: 
He warr'd with Heaven, and in the dreadful strife 
Lost, in one day, his sons, his crown, and life. 
Those various tribes with haste to Jordan go, S9.5 
Whose fruitful fields his waters overflow. 
Some from Bethsaida far more distant came. 
By Heaven directed, and the prophet's fame : 



L. 315. Some who in wild Perea wandered wide,"] Of this 
Perea, Fuller thus speaks, lib. 1. p. 37. *• Perea," says he, 
*« is a country containing all the land once belonging to 
Beuben, Gad, and Maaasseh, on the east of Jordan." 
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From strong Tiberiassome; and some came down 
From Tabor's mounts and fam'd Bethulia's town : 
These from old Shalem, Tliebes, and Bezek go; 33! 
From Pisgah these^ and these from Jericho-; 
But diousands more from royal Salem coine^ 
And half depopulate their native home. 
You know how much our elders did esteem 32o 
The Baptist — know the message sent to him ; 
You know the honours all our senate paid^ 
And why they veil'd their sentiments in shade.*' 

*' Too well,*^ Gamaliel with a sigh replied, 
** I know that story and lire senate's pride." 340 
'* These eyes have witness to the Baptist borne, 
" And seen the evidence repel I'd with scorn. 
" Too well I know and dread the sad event ; 
*' For he who speaks was by the senate sent 
^^ To seize those truths which issued from his 
tongue, 345 

" And try by sophistry to prove them wrong. 
" My latest hour must mourrt that fatal deed, 
*^ When we rejected him — But, Sir, proceed." 

" The Baptist now/* said James, *' had thou- 
sands seen 
Cleans'd from the guilt and from the power of sin* 
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At length the Saviour to the Herald went; 351 

But mark the strange, the wonderful event: 

So soon as John his great Redeemer saw. 

He paused in silence with religious awe; 

With prostrate rev'rence at his feet he fell, 355 

And boldly hail'd him King of Israel ; 

And, while astonishVI the spectators seem. 

Trembling he asks to be bapiiz'd of him. 

The Saviour, smiling, begg'd him to desist, 

And in an instant all his fears dismiss'd ; S60 

Explaiu'd those mandates which he must fulfil. 

To do and suffer his great Father's will. 

The wondering Sage reluctantly obey'd 

This strange commission which his Lord displayed ; 

For well he knew that no unholy deed 365 

Could or repentance or ablution need. ^ 

*' No sooner Christ, who came mankind to save^ 
Had consecrated Jordan's limpid wave,-— 
Than in a moment all the clouds remove. 
And give a passage to a mystic Dove. 370 

L. S68. Had comecrated Jordan's limpid wave,"] I mean 

•nly the setting; apart or consecrating the element for that 
sacramental use. 
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Its brightness seem'd too glorious to behold,. 

Its breiast was silver, and its wings were gold ; 

On every part celestial colours shine, 

And all who saw it thought the form divine. 

It mov^d majestic through the yielding air, 575 

While Jesus knelt in ecstasy and prayer ; 

Its feet at length his sacred temples press'd, 

While heav'nly ardour fill'd his holy breast; 

Whenlo, the clouds with lambent lightning broke, 

A voice was heard — and thus Jehovah spoke : 380 

" Behold my Son, by miracles approved, 

*' My sacred Image, and my best Belov'd, 

" Whom sov'reign mercy to the world has giv*n 

*' To die for sin, and bring mankind to heaven." 

*' The voice was knoAvn of heaven's etenial Lord, 
And all who heard it trembled and ador'd. S86 
The wondering crowd with eager kindness ran 
To greet Jehovah in the form of man ; 
Their hands and hearts officious honours bring, 
And every voice conspir'd to hail him king. SQO 
But he was not for earthly kingdoms born. 
The crown he wore was made of rugged thorn. 
His soul had learnt to scorn earth's glittering toys. 
And nobly aim at more substantial joys. 
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Hence^ when assail'd^ he to the desert fiies^ ^395 
And trusts in Hiin who rules both earth and skicis, 
To shun that fame which others court in vain, . 
And which too many damn themselves to gaiii. 
'Tvvas here, in dreary solitude reti'r'd. 
He met that combat which his foe desir'd. 400 

'* A dreadful wild there is which stretches wide 
Its lonely skirls by fruitful Edom's side ; 
It stands impervious to the solar light,— 
The home of horror and perpetual night. 
Not once illum'd by one intruding star 405 

To guide or cheer the wand'ring traveller. 
Along these wastes unceasing tempests howl. 
And underneath tremendous currents roll. 
No flow'rs on the unwholesome surface grew, 
Nor shrub nor tree, except the pois'nousyew, 410 
And weeping cypress for sad hearses made. 
And gloomy ebon casting deadly shade. 
On these at times the furious lightnings broke, 
And on their trunks the scars of thunder spoke. 
If through this gloom a vacant spot was found, 415 
Unwieldy serpents trail'd upon the ground ; 
While birds obscene, foul harpies, vultures fell, 
With all the monstrous visages of hell, 

H 5 
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Predicted mischief by their voice and face^ 

And added vocal horrors to the place; AtO 

" Such was the field, and such the dismal stage, 
Where our great Captain did with hell engage! 
Rapt in the Spirit, Jesus thither flies, 
Ardent to combat for the glorious prize. 
Nor did he wait this hour his strength to know ; 
His pow'r already had subdued the foe. 4^6 

He, stung with envy, insolence, and pride. 
In distant worlds his vanquish'd forces tried ; 
But when ambition found its efforts vain, 
Transfix'd he fell with all his blasted train 430 

To those abodes of horror and despair. 
Which, doom'd by Heav'n, they must for ever bear- 
Sometimes indeed, as mortals may perceive, 
Tliey sally forth as God may grant them leaye; 
When they, on wickedness intent, disperse 435 
Mischief and murders through the universe. 

" Successful here, the fiend commenced his reign 

By introducing anarchy and pain ; 

On earth's long shores disseminating woe. 

To add new converts to the realms below. 440 

Full well he knew, when man in Eden fell. 

And justly eaAi'd tlie miseries of hell, 

L. 401'— 30. See Jer. ii. 6. Deut, viii. 15. and xxxiu 10. 
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A wond'rous vpice was heard from Heav'n^ which 

said 
•* The woman'sSeed shall bruise the serpent's head." 
This fact his mind revolv'd with conscious fear, 
And oft he dreaded that his fall was near. 446 

Himself alert, alert his watchful spies. 
Had much discover'd with their prying eyes. 
From spies at court who in close ambush lay,— 
From spies that glitter'd in the beams of day, 450 
Who in lone woods like lustful satyrs rove, 
Or earthly fiends that blood and murder love,. — 
Much information had increas'd his store, 
But still he fear'd, and still he sought for more. 
Each dubious fact his active mind observed, 455 
Was mark'd with caution, and with care preserved. 

'* But nothing yet had so alarm'd his fear 
AsChrist^whosedeedshewatch'd with anxious care. 
He heard and trembled when the Saviour pray'd, 

« 

And, lost in darkness, felt himself afraid : 460 

He saw his life with prodigies begin. 

And mark'd his footsteps, but perceiv'd no sin ; 

By him beheld his various wiles subdued. 

And Mary'ji Sun with much suspicion view'd. 
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Batwbeii bea^w, at Jofdaa s swefliAg 8treaas,465 
The open heavens diffbse their liyisg beams^ — 
Beheld the rioads iif swift disorder nKrre^ 
And on bis head descend the sacred Dove ; — 
Heard John in strains of eioqaence explain 
The swift approach of the Messiah's reign ; 470 
His strong suspicions to assurance turned. 
And ail the Deril in his bosom born'd. 
With envy filFd, he mingled anespied 
Among those crowds who wept on Jordan's side 
Then he on pinions mounted to'snrrey, 475 

And through the ether cut his pathless way 
To God's high temple and the sacred town ; 
But ere he faunch'd, once more, on looking down, 
His mighty and much dreaded foe appears; 
And while he gaz'd, he almost dropp'd through 
fears. 480 

But when he heard that voice which silence broke, 
(And many say it thunder'd, while it spoke,) 
He felthimself with such strange terrors driv'n. 
As seiz'd his host when Michael fought in heaven; 
From these abodes he takes his sudden fli]ght, 485 
And seeks for refuge in primeval night : 

L. An* To God* 8 high temple and the sacred town.'} Je- 
rusalem is called the holy city, St. Matt. ir. 5. 
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So rashifig through the clouds the vulture flies^ 

When at a distance he the quarry spfes ; 

So darts the eagle on the velvet lawn. 

So from his talons springs the tender fawn ! 4^0 

"Confus'd and trembling, there obscure he lay. 
Nor once emerg'd till night resum'd her sway : 
He then arose from the deep gloom he made, 
To hide his shame in her unconscious shade ; 
JHis livid form with smother'd sulphur crown'd, 4Q6 
His glaring eyeballs blasted all the ground ; 
Hid furious soul rekindled all its hate. 
And pour'd strange curses on the hand of fate. 
IncensM to madness, he the signal gave, 
And called his demons from each lonely grave; 500 
An instant council he designed to form, 
To fight in ambush, or assault by storm. 
From earth to hell the demons haste away^ 
Ambitious Belial, lustful Asmoday, 
And haughty Moloch, taller than the rest; 505 
Their looks and forms their various ranks expressed. 
Each wretch they leave, whom they in triumph led 
Through the pale mansions of the silent dead ; 
AH seem'd more dreadful than when first they fell. 
And gave new horrors to the glooms of hell. 510 
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Bat most the looks of helfs dread prince surprise; 
Nor durst the conclave meet his burning eyes ; 
None could accost tlie dreadful tyrant ;•— none 
But crouch'dy and sigh'd^ and trembled round hii 

throne. 
At length the fiend, thdt foe of God and inan, 515 
Unseal'd his lips, and thus enrag*d began : 

s '' Dishonoured angels ! whither are we led, 

^' What cursed power has struck our virtue dead ? 

** Are we so tame^ so worthy more than hell, 

" We dare no more against our foes rebel ? 520 

'' Are all your counsels to submit and yield, 

*' And to a vagrant leave unfought the field? 

"^ On earth's wide coast must Satan's empire fall, 

" And Mary's Son possess the spacious balj ? 

*' Oh foul disgrace ! forbid it fate, that we 5^5 

^^ So long in vain have tasted liberty! 

" He can but thunder, and full well we know, 

^^ By past experience, what his bolts can do. 

*' Shall eaith-born man so oft his vengeance dare, 

'* While made the object of peculiar care; 530 

'* And we relent, wlio have been basel}? driven 

" With peals of thunder from the verge of heaven? 
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" Will you forget the cause in which you fell, 
'* And praise the despot in the flames of hell ? 
^' Must I forsake and abdicate my throne, 535 
** And for a monarch this young Saviour own I 
** Like you resolve to join the earth-born race, 
*' Shed tears, and pray, and supplicate for grace ? 
" Why else is nothing either done or said, 539 
" Wortliy yourselves, your empire, or your head f 
/* Go then, ye cowards, and ignobly fawn^ 

And, bound in shackles,lick the despot'$ throne T 



it 



•' Infernal Moloch could no longer bear ^ 
But rose convuls'd with fury and despair. 
Such were his looks, and such his furious eyes, 545 
"When Heaven in anger hurl'd him from the skies ! 

* A charge so daring, (he exclaim'd,) 'tis well 
' That he who utters reigns enthron'd in hell; 
' From any else, one half of this should cost 

^ More than in heaven the most exalted lost. 550 

* For our exertions are these legions priz'd 

' No more, than basely to be siigmatiz'd 

* With feeble penitence ? Can that be borne 

' In hellj which ev'n the earthly tyrants scorn ? 
' But words are vain : We, all of us, are true, 555 

* Sworti foes to heaven and earth, and friends to you. 
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^ Such deeds await ii» as shall spread our fame, 
< And hell shall blazon Moloeh's glorious name. 

* On Jordan's margins^ which we lately rov'd 559 
' To aid that cause which we so longlaave Jor'd, 

' I then a haughty Pharisee possessed, 
' And Jodg'd a darling viper in \kh 4>reast ; 

* And while pur leader watchM the doubtful day, 

* Belial unseen within another lay. 

* We heard the thunder, and the oral sound, 565 
' And saw great Satan mounting fiH>m the ground. 

* But still we stay'd Christ's secret haunts to know, 
' And watch the movements of our deadly foe j 

* We saw his footsteps to the desert bend, 

' Ajnd mark'd the angels who on him attend. 570 

' To his retreats all anxious to pursue, 

' We stand prepar'd, and wait commands from you. 

* I to destroy him will the forests fire, 

' In which, if man, he.||pist1n flames expire; 
' But if these flames should unsuccessful prove, 575 
' The solid earth shall fi»om its axis move ; 
' The mighty mass shall to the centre rive, 

* And in the gulf entomb him yet alive ; 

' Or rising whirlwinds rocks and hills displace, 
^ And dash all Pisgah on his mangled face,' 580 
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*^ He said, and paas*d^ nor would for orders stay, 
Till Satan rose to interrupt his way. 
'* To me alone/* the gloomy tyrant cries, 

Belongs the glory of this enterprise ; 

I go at once to finish the design'; 58 J 

'' Mine be the honour^ as the danger mine : 
'* Soon heav'n in mourning hell shall tee with joy, 
'< And take the life of this ill-fated boy." 

•* Thus having said, the sooty conclave rose, 
And to the wild, disguis'd*, their leader goes ; 590 
Who, on arriving at the forest, found 
The Saviour prostrate on the dewy ground ; 
He, rapt in thought, his spotless prayer preferred 
Against that onset which the tempter dar^d ; 
In which we see a bright example given, 595 

That man, when tempted, might apply to Heaven: 
Thus to instruct us, and mark, out our roiid. 
He ask'd as man what he might take as God. 

*' Soon did the tempter find his efFort fail ; 
O'er those who pray, he never can prevail ! 600 
Yet still he tempted, and his darts preferred, 
And vainly hop'd to find him off his guard; 
Each secret art and stratagem he tries. 
False hopes, and joys, and vanities to raise ; — 
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Objects within, and those before his face, — 605 
The solitude and horrors of the place ; — 
The gloomy darkness, and the gatliering storm,— 
And lighmings' glare which heaven's fair face 

deform : 
But all his arts the tempter only mock, 

a 

Or fall like hail against the solid rock; 610 

Each rude assault unmov'd the Saviour bore, 
And kept his mind where it was fix'd before. 
Satan at first, of heavenly arms afraid. 
Observed much caution while the Saviour pray'd •, 
But when he saw that forty days had passed, 6 15 
In which his lips no food had deign d to taste, — 
When he through lassitude to faint began. 
And thus, though God, confess himself a man. 
His deadly foe with exultation cried, 6)9 

'^ The prize is mine!" — and heaven and earth defied. 
' This Son of God shall feel the same disgrace 
*' That Adam felt— the founder of their race." 

** But soon his deep insidious guile repressed 
Those bold designs which first engrossed his breast; 
He then resolv'd incognito to try 6£5 

What secret sUength, or wit, or policy, 
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Against his enemy would best prevail, 
Who now with hunger had begun to fail.- 628 
To know by proof what these attacks couki do, 
Some tatter'd garments round himself he threw ; 
Lean sallow cheeks entrench'd with care and age, 
And eyes grown dim which hastening death presage. 
White hairs, pale lips, long beard, and wrinkled face, 
And palsied head, his foul deceptions grace. 
A rustic staff his shrivell'd hands support, 635 

His trembling feet to crutches had resort ; 
With tottering steps he came, and bow'd his head. 
And thus, dissembling^ to the Saviour said: 

*' Hail, Son of God, by signs from Heaven 
approved, 640 

•* Foretold by -prophets, and by God belov'd ! 
'* Full sixty years, through God's amazing grace, 
" These trembling feet have trod this hideous place, 
*' Far from the hardened unbelieving Jews, 
" Who to admit the prophecies refuse, 
*' Long have I been by revelation warn*d, 645 
'^ That ere these muscles to the dust returned, 
'• These eyes,though dim,should God's Messiah see, 
'* Who, like old Simeon> I behold in thee. 
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*^ Wlien the great Baptist from the desert came 
•' To Jordan's banks to testify thy fame, 650 

" I from my cell to hear his voice repaired, 
^' And with attention all his doctrines heard; 
" But fondly tliought, ere: I forsook my home^ 
'* That mighty prophet: — the Messiah — come. 
*' But soon my heigbtenM expectations ffll, 655 
'* When I perceiv'd he wrought so miracle ; 
*' For this of old the prophet did -reveal 
'^ To b<B Messiah's evidence and seal. 
" These signs to thee on Jordan's banks. were giTen 
^' In oral language, and the Dove from Heavjen. 
*' These various prodigies amidst the crowd 661 
" Having beheld, I should have cried aloud^ 
" Had not some power, unseen to mortal eyes, 
'^ Brought to this waste the Favourite of the skies. 
'* Returiiing thence with anxious hope to -see- 605 
*' Him whom I lov'd, I quickly followfd thee. 
" At length my track by dubious paths was crossed; 
" And I, half starv'd, was in the desert lost. 

'^ The silver moon has fordi'd her little year, 
'^ And half another, since I wander'd here ; 670 

X. 670. And half another, since I wander'd here.'] Twenty- 
eight days are a proper lunar month, and twelve more are 
almost half another. 
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** Full forty days ^re now completely past 
*' Since I presumed .of common food to taste ; 
** On acorns, leaves, and humble routs, I fed, 
'' Is or dar'd to ask the luxury of bread. 
*' With trembling steps 1 feebly wander'd round 
" Each hill and vale, Init this unhappy ground : 676 
*' For this I thought lio footsteps dar'd before ; 
*' Within these caves I heard the lions roar. 
** Hence I inferr'd, if thou hadst enter'd here, 
^^ To find thee living I must needs despair ; 680 
'* Nor could I hope to flee those darts of fate, 
" Which, arm*d with death, here every traveller 

wait. 
^ Yet in I crept through this portentous shade, 
" Nor aught expected but to find ihce dead ; 
•' I then resolv'd thy hapless fate to mourn, 685 
*' And with warm tears bedew thy rocky urn, 
" Thy dear remains within some grave to lay, . 
** And all due honours to thy ashes pay. 
But since with joy I find my bodings vain. 
Though where no aliment can life sustain ; — GQO 
" Since here no fruits nor wholesome herbs are 

found 
*'' Above the surfage of this blasted ground ; 
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•' If thou indeed the great Messiali be, 
'* Disclose thy power, and save thyself and me ; 
'^ For else, our frames, and haggard looks confess 
" We soon must perish in this wilderness. 6j8 
'' Now let the Godhead in full view appear, 
^ Nor meanly stay to pine unpitied here. 

** Through faith I know, if thou the word should'st 
say, 

'* Be turn d to breads*' — these stoneswould soon obey; 
*' Thy powerful mandate would these flmts trans- 
form, 701 
'* And to these horrors e:ive another form. 
" But though our fathers were with manna fed, 
'' I, faint with hunger, ask no more than bread; 
" Haste then, my Lord, these craving wants supply 

'^ Or at thy feet I gasp for life — and die.*' 706 

» 
*' The Saviour listened ; but with piercing eyes 

Saw the foul tempter through the saint*s disguise 

" Full well,'* said he, " I know thy black intent, 

'* And what thy looks and false pretences meant; 

'* Through all thy turns the serpent's wiles I spy* 

*^ And, free from dread, to thy assaults reply— 

'^ God's holy word forbids all anxious care 
^' For earthly food — and thus *tis written iheter^ 
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" Man shall not only be sustain'd.by bread, 715 
" But by God's promises, as Moses said. 
" But though these trees apj^ear as only made 
" To sbield^wild beasts and serpents which they 

shade, 
" Their horrors were for wisest ends design*d, 
** Unknown to thee — impervious to mankind. 720 
" If hunger drives, in neighbouring forests grow 
^ Unnumber'd fruits, and thither thou maystgo: 
*' Nor will great nature's universal Lord 
" Give signs from heaven or miracles afford, 724 
" When he has deign'd these energies to give, 
" And still preserves those powers by which we live. 
** Yet the first Cause, who all these causes made, 
** Could these effects produce without their aid ; 
" But be it known, his wisdom has denied 
" To grant thy wish or gratify thy pride ; 730 
*' Yet those he succours who on Kim depend, 
'^ And ^oes the graces of the faithful blendj 
** And life confer which shall sustain no end. 

"The fiend abashed, to give his curses vent, 
Straight from the Saviour in confusion went. 735 
Agaiast his frauds he found each passage barr'd. 
And fot assaults by open force prepar'd. 
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Meanwhile the Son of God no shelter found; 
But, cold and hungry, press'd the barren ground. 
The skies bis caTtopy, the earth his bed^ 740 

And nicks of flint sustain'd his weary head ; 
Tlie falling dews his only covering form 
Amidst the horrors of the gathering storm. 
In this abode he sought a short repose. 
To ease his soul of agonizing woes ; 745 

But his short sleep was m^x'd with dismal dreams 
Of falling rocks, wild yelis, and pitchy streams; 
For at his head unseen thetempter lay. 
Striving through sleep to lead his soul astray. 
But though with sinless fears the man's distrest. 
The God that dwelt within repels the rest. 751 
Through these indeed his short-lived slumbers fled, 
Arid left the terrors of the scene display'd. 

" Rous'd from the earth, he heard the storm 
on high, 754 

And infant thunders murmuring round the sky ; 
These to the forest all their forces led, 
And in dread voUies bellow'd o'er his head ; 
From the dark clouds a dreadful torrent pour'd> 
And blasting light'ning every leaf devoured j 
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Like Egypt's plagues^ the floods and flames conspire 
To drowa with water and consume with fire ; 7GI 
In dread tornadoes all the fuiious winds 
From their dark caves the enemy unbinds ; 
These set at large with madness rush'd abroad. 
And seas and mountains form'd thei^r destin'd roud ; 
From the four hitigesof the world they. came, 76S 
And in their fury drove the lightning's flame ; 
On whirling rocks their earliest rage they spent. 
And rifted yews beneath their pressure bent : 
The earth below which held their roots gave way. 
And on the ground vast trunks dismembered lay ; 
The distant pines and more contiguous oaks 77t 
Suffered and groan'd beneath the weighty strokes. 
These had preceding hurricanes sustain'd, 
And half coeval witli the world remained. 775 

But these in vain their long prescriptions plead, 
Their boasted honours lie among the dead : 
Nowrock'dbyearthqiiakes^twirFd and twisted round. 
They feel convulsions heave them from the ground; 

L. 766, From the four hinges of the world they came.J 
This is Milton's thought, and a very beautiful variatiou for 
the four cardinal points. 

L. 776. Jnd half coeval with the world remain' i*'] So it 
is said of th^ Hercyniau oaks. 

TOL. I. I 



172 THE LIFE OF CHRI«T. BOOK HI. 

"The bowstring twang'd to urge the flj'ing dart, 
But none could reach or terrify his heart. 

" The tempter, foil'd in what his rage design'd, 
Flew to new terrors which remain'd behind. 825 
Each beast appear'd which once to Eden came, 
And bow'd to Adam to receive its name. 
These Satan brought intending to aflFright 
Christ in the mazes of the dreadful night. 
Here from the slimy margins of the Nile 8S0 

Came with slow steps the dreadful crocodile, 
Such as the naturalist would deem a prize, 
And with him serpents full as large in size. 
The false hyena's face was here discern'd, 
And in his looks unnatural fierceness burn*d. 835 
Here growling wolves and frightful panthers came, 
With hideous forms I have not words to name. 

L. 83 S. And wilh him serpents full as lat^e in size,] Cy- 
ffcne is a dreadful desert country, to the north-west of Egypt, 
against the greater Syrtis, now a partofBarca; where, as 
modern geographers tell us, is a city, to this day, called 
Corena. It is inhabited by little else than such vast serpents 
-as Europeans can scarcely believe ever were in nature ; 
and so indeed is all Africa, — some of them so big, that 
eye-witnesses tell us, it is common, when any of those 
-dreadful creatures are killed, to find a whole sheep or calf 
in their bellies. See Ludolphus of Ethiopia, and Yanskl^ 
^f Egypt. 
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Across the rocks the nimhle tiger flew, 
With howling lions terrible to view. 
Here some were found among the brutal race 840* 
Which nature bears not on her spacious face. 
For hideous forms my tongue forbears to tell^ 
Were here put on by imps which came from hell. 
Sometimes these beasts^ by nature fierce and wild, 
Gaz'd on our Lord, and look'd serenely mild. 845' 
Yet through their hearts the fiends diffuse new powef 
To seize their foe,. and urge theoA to devour. 

^' These brutal forms the grand arch traitor led> 
And like a leopard darted at his head. 
But when enrag'd he found the powers of hell 850-' 
Too weak to storm this holy citadel, 
He howl'd in all the anguish of despair, 
And, cloth'd in flames, vanished in liquid air, 

*' But since nor storms, nor shrieks, nor beasts, 
nor night, * 854?* 

Nor those dread forms which guilty m^ afiright. 

Could move the Saviour, spectres now invade, 

And pale and ghastly flit along the shade. 
With flaming torches here and flambeaus high^> 
A. corpse moves- slowly at a distance by. • 
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The shrieking ghosts, which crowd around the bieff 
Full in his face with fiery eyeballs stare, 86 1 

With looks derang*d and hair distain*d with bloodi 
In wbich^ alive, their hands had been embrued : 
These as they pass groan out a piercing sigh^ 
Weep tears of blood and fade before the eye ; 865 
Or urg'd by fiends whom dismal forms inycst^ 
New barb their darts and point them at his breast. 
But though their nombersi rage, and yeUs Jncrease^ 
He sits unmov'd in calm and sinless peace. 

"** The night at length began to wear away, 870 
The ghosts retired before approaching day. 
The beams of light array *d the golden east. 
And sullen darkness travelFd to the west: 
When, ere the sun unveil'd his cheerful face, 
Christ bade farewell to this unholy place. 873 

He, cold and hungry, to a hillock goes, 

To catch those beams which free from clouds 

arose ;— • 
To turn his thought on the preceding storm, — 

His robes to dry, and frozen limbs to warm. 
Twas here the tempter bis design renew'd, 880 
And the same end by different means pursued. 

L. 869. He sits unmov'd in calm and sinless peace*} A 
Terse of Milton's. 
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Array'd in garments of becoming.ligbt,. 
Unlike the horrors of the recent night. 
He bade him welcome on the bended knee,. 
With all the arts of false humility, 8di 

Froni^ those strange conflicts he had lately pass'd,. 
When in the darkness they encountered last. 
Bui having found each past disguise well known,. 
He thought it best his character to- own ; 
Yet lodge his malice in pretences fair, 890 

And, with intrigue, what force had lost, repair. 
Hence, with compassions which his soul abhorr'd>. 
And daring pity, he address'd our Lord. 

*' Though men have been instructed to upbraiot 
*^ And call us foes — we sometimes give them aid. 
" Important trutlis our oracles decide, 89& 

^' And millions bow to this unerring guide ; 
«' We to the rich present the golden ore, 
" And spread our tables for the weak and poor ;. 
'' We kill those scruples which would murder mirth^ 
'^ And for the palate give inventions birth. '90 1 
^' Yet for these deeds we stand condemnM to bear- 
" The crimes of men, in which we scarcely share. 
^* If then for these, ungrateful as they are, 
*' We watch all anxious, and such gifts prepare, 
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*' How much on thee must every heart bestow 
«< To meet thy wants and cancel what we owe ! 
*' Nor can we fear thou wilt unthankful prove, 
*' And with ingratitude requite our love ! 909 
" Full well I know thee, though the Son of God, 
" Both cold and hungry in this wild abode ; 
*' And though thy wisdom or thy power denied 
^ The poor old hermit who for bread applied^ 
'* My gifts, unask'd, thine eyes shall quickly see, 
*^ In rich profusion kept in store for thee/' 915 

** Thus having said, there instantly arose 
Scenes, such as would an Eden recompose : 
The sturdy oak, the all-enlivening pine. 
The stately cedar form'd for work divine ; 
The shady chesnut, and the walnut fair, 920 

And fragrant Lotus, spread their branches there:— 
The virtuous palm, which does by pressure rise, 
Arid lift its head towards the bending skies ; 
The lovely cherry reddening with a blush, 924 
The golden quince which hung from every bush ; 
The silken peach with noble flavour bless*d. 
The plumb whose name Armenian fields confessed; 
The juicy mulberry, which, fables feign. 
From bloqd of lovers drew its purple stain : 
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On evcrj side the mantling vineyard spread, 930 
And pendent grapes hung clustering round his head. 
Unnumber'd flowVs to entertain the guest 
Rof e from the ground to decorate the feast. 
These humbly creep to deck the arbour's side, QtH 
Those mount on high and glow with native pride ; 
And with such art were all with fruit combined, 
That the same hand might flowers and clusters tiucL 

^' Not far from these, all open to the view, 

In spicy groves the golden orange grew r 

The silver lemon next, and next to these 940 

The rich pomegranate from beyond the seas ; 

This was at first from Punic Carthage brought, 

But bore a part in what the tempter wrought, 

Beneatli their feet a carpet chiefly green 

Show'd nature's nice embroidery between : 945 

While every hue so exquisitely grew, 

As if the landscape art and nature drew. 

Arpund the arbour in large tufis arose 

The valley's lily and sweet Sharon's rose, 949 

The jasmine, camphire, nard^each fragrant sweety 

Which in the spouse's garden are presum'd to meet. 

While mossybenches, which mightmonarchsplease, 

Spread their soft laps as if to promise ease. 

1 5 
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** Full in the midst a costly table stood. 
Laden with fruit and every kind of food. 9^5 

The middle part a forest boar sustained. 
And costly dishes covered what remain'd^ 
Such as the taste, and smell, and eyes invite. 
With various show and order exquisite. 
From air and ocean much provisions came,— 96O 
From earth those dainties most renown'd in name. 
The waters furnish'd every fish that dwells 
In seas or rivers, arm'd with scales or shells. 
To crown the rest, and gratify the taste, 964 

Rich sparkling wines a spacious side-board grac'd, 
In crystal vases dang'rous \o behold. 
Or massy goblets form'd of Opbir's gold. 
Attendant youths and lovely virgins wait 
To serve the Saviour in the pomp of state : 
Their ambient hair in careless ringlets flowed, 970 
And in their faces youthful vigour glow'd. 
Some hold a charger where pomegranates shine. 
And some sustain a flask of generous wine. 
All, deck'd with smiles, their offices enjoy*d, 974 
And seem'd to wish they could be more employ'd. 
Seated apart, in flowing robes array 'd, 
Two lovely nymphs their charms with art displayed j 
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Their snares the snares of mortals far excel — 
Lovely as ever tempted man to hell ! 
Delicious poison darted from their eyes^ 980 

But he who drinks inevitably dies. 
Enchanting sorc'ries dwelt upon each tongue^ 
While thus to warbling* lutes harmoniously they 
sung. 

THE SONG. 

^< Say, what songs shall we prepare 

For both worlds' immortal Heir ? 995 

How our joy, our love express, 

In this barren wilderness ? 

^^ Honey from thy feet did flow, 

O'er thy head fair arbours grow, 
At thy sight fierce beasts grew mild^ 99O 

And the barren desert smiPd. 

^^ Welcome, welcome, welcome thrice 

To this happy paradise. 
Here no serpent needst thou feary . 

No forbidden fruit is here. 995 

^^ Hark ! the amorous turtles call ! 

Hark ! the siWer waters fall ! 
^And a gentle spicy breeze 

Whispers through the rustling treet« 
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*^ These, the ragged tempests o'er, 1000 

Storms and whirlwinds heard no more^ 
These the Hero all inyite 

To soft loTe and gay delight. 

^^ Safe and friendly all appears ; 

We thy gentle ministers ! 1005 

We this food before thee plac'd, 

Condescend to sit and taste !" 

" Thus sung the syrens, but they sung in vain, 
Nor gain'd one purpose to reward their pain. 
Their keenly barb'd and well directed dart 1010 
Assail'd his eare, but could not reach his heart. 
No dang'rous softness crept unguarded in 
To lodge the embryo of a growing sin ; 
Nor though the tempter his design pursues^ 
And his entreaties earnestly renews, 1015 

Could he prevail upon our suffering Lord 
To taste or languish for the food prepar'd. 

*' Alike/' said Christ, " I scorn thy gifts and thee, 
*' Thy hateful malice and thy flattery. 10 J 9 

" Were those the friendships of thy recent boast, 
^ Shown the last night when angry tempests toss'd? 
*^ Thy acts of kindness to this world below ' 
** Conduct thy children to eternal woe. 
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'' Thy boasted oracles, in fair dbgnise, 

'* Are only demons speaking doubtful lies. 10£5 

*« That food before me which thy vassals eat, 

*' Is but a vision and a specious cheat, — 

*' But fancied viands of delusive air, 

** And those who taste will find them bitter fare. 

*' Nor can thy power with all its pomp and, state 

'* A single atom of the dust create. 1031 

'^ Vain are those phantoms which deceive the sight, 

*' As were the recent horrors of the night. 

'^ My soul unmov'd, from thy enchantments free, 

*^ Scorns to submit or take an alms from thee. 1035 

'' I know thy snares, thy bold intrigues espy, 

^* And all thy powers and stratagems defy." 

^' At these reproofs the tempter's visage turn'd, 
And all his breast with indignation burn*d. 
** If all (he said) the favours I present 1040 

*^ Must be perverted from the ends I meant; — 
'* If mean suspicions haunt thy jealous breast, 
^* And evil thoughts forbid thy soul to rest; 

L. 1031, A single atom of the dust create,'] Propel 
creation can be alone the aet of infinite power. No wonder 
therefore that we cannot comprehend it, unless we were 
OurielYes inilxiite. 
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In ancient days 'twas Kirjatti-sephir nam'd^ 
For valiant Othniers dear-bought conquest 
fam'd ; 1085 

Empire and love the victor's views divide ; 
He humbled first the Canaanitish pride. 
Then won the charming Achsah for his bride. 

^' Soon as the people this^trange flight discero'd^ 
Their wondering thoughts to consternation turn'd. 
A learn'd astronomer the monster show'd^ 109I 
Where o'er the town he mark'd his airy road. 
Men, matrons, maids^ and childreui run to see 
What all esteem'd an unknown prodigy. IQ94 

But in some moments the strange sight was gone; 
And Satan flew by Ziph and Jeshimon. 
On leaving Hebron to the left, they stray. 
And soon discern'd where ancient Gaza lay ; ; 
Where Ashdod, Askelon, and Ekron stood. 
And Gerar fair and Bezor's little flood ; 1 100 



L. 1085. For valiant OtknieVs dear-bought conquest fMm'd.] 
This Debir, which signifies an oratory, called also Kirjath- 
Sepher, or the city of a book, is thought to have been a 
Canaanitish CFniversity. It is situated in the tribe of Judah, 
south of ilebroa, not far from the plain of Mamre. For 
the history of its conquest by Othniel, see Jud« it 12, IS* 
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Through all Philistia was the fiend obey'd, 
And on his altars rites abhorr'd were paid. 
O'er Libnah's walls from hence the dragon saiPd, 
Leaving strong Lachish where Sennacherib fail'd; 
Then by Tekoah's forests bent his course, 1105 
And -flew o'er Bethlehem with impetuous force ; 
Thence passing Saveh with an easy flight, 
Imperial Salem first appear'd in sight. 
Here he survey'd its utmost southern bound, 
By sacred Zion*s beauteous turrets crown'd, 1110 
Where Millo rises by Siloam's wave. 
Whose solid walls its peaceful waters lave : 

L. 1102.^frdf on his altars rites abh»rr*d were paid.^ 
See 2 Kings, i. S. &c. where we read of the oracle of Baal* 
zebub, the God of Ekron ; the same, undoubtedly, with 
Beelzebub in the New Testament. 

L. 1104. Leaving string Lachish where Sennacherib fait dJ\ 
This city was besieged by Sennacherib ; but we do notrea4 
that he took it ; nay, it is said that he departed from it» 
2 Kings, zix. 8, and it was one of the last which held out 
against Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. xxxiv. 7. 

L. 1107. Thence passing Saveh with an easy flight.'] Thit 
valley of Saveh, or Shaveh, is a little south of Jerusalem : it 
18 mentioned twice, and, I think, no more, in the Holy 
Scriptures ; once by its proper name. Gen. xiy. 17. as the 
place where the king of Sodom met Abraham, and Mel- 
chisedech came forth and gaye him bread and wine ; and 
a second time, only by a periphrasis called the King's Dale> 
S Sam. xyiii. 18. as it is also in the former place. 

!*• 1111. fFhere Millo rises hy Siloam's wave.} Milloy 
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* 

These thence descendiog into Kidron pour^ 

Where David's son erected Ophel's tower. 

To curse the town the rebel scarcely staj'd, 1115 

Ere he the Saviour of the world convey'd 

To Israeli temple ; set apart to share 

Their faith, repentance, sacrifice, and prayer* 

Thence looking down, on Herod's tower he fell. 

And lodg'd him on the highest pinnacle. 1 120 

whidi signifies a filling, because built in the Toid space be- 
tween Sion and Jerusalem, was begun by Kii^g David, 
8 Sam. v. 9. ancl finished under Soloraony.Jerol^oam beion 
overseer of the work, 1 Kings,' xi. 27 r ^c. 

L. 1114. fVhere David's son erected OpheVt t9wer.'\ Solo- 
mon had three palaces or houses in Jerusalem : the fint, 
the house of the forest of Lebanon, 1 Kings vii. 2. like our 
St. Jameses : the second, the house of Pharaoh V daughter, 
1 Kings, vii. 8. and the third, his own dwelling house, which 
was thirteen years in building, 1 Kings, vii. U which last is 
generally placed, in the Maps of Jerusalem, near the banks 
of Siloam, opposite to Millo. The tower of Ophel is 
placed a little easterly of this palace, near the fall of Siloam 
into Kidron 

L. 1119. Thence looking down, on Herod's tower he fell-] 
The old tower in Solomon's temple was of the nature of a 
porch, and very magnificent, as it is described, 1 Kings, vL 
5. and 2 Chron. iii. 4. from both which passages we learn, 
that it was twenty cubits long, ten broad, and a. hundred 
and twenty high (sacred cubits) ; and consequently, th« 
temple itself reaching but to thirty cubits, this must bt 
four times the height of it ;.aad Herod's was not inferior*. 
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Here still afloat and fluttering by his side. 
He thus accosts him with insulting pride : 

'' There, if thou canst, I destine thee to stand, 
^' To view the city now at thy command. 112-ir 
^' But if thou wouldst the Son of God be hail'd, 
^* Which much I question, having so prevailed 
'* On thy weak body ;— just below thee see 
^ Crowds who forsake their prayers to look at thee. 
'* Thee from yon court the vested priests perceive, 
'^ And half their sacrifice unfinished leave ; 1130 
'* While fjironi the next, with lifted eyes and hands^ 
'' In wild amazement Israel gazing stands. 
'^ In the third court, thick kneeling at the gate, 
'* With equal wonder see the Gentiles wait ; 1 134 
*' They leave their victims struck with holy fear, 
^ And think they see some God or hero here. 

L. 1129. Thee from yon court the vested priests perceive. "^ 
The altar whereoa the sacrifices were offered, was not with- 
in the covered part of the temple (for what riiould they 
have done there with the smoke of so vast a number of 
sacrifices), but sub dio^ in the open air, in a coiirt ; incense 
only being affered within the temple. Into this court the 
priests only came ;«s into the second » none but Jews with 
their sacrifices ; whence they were taken in by the Priests. 
The tiiird was the outward court> or that of the Gentiles* 
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•' If thou wouldst set thy injured nation free, 
*' As Judas did — the valiant Maccabee, 
*' The time is come thy wishes to fulfil ; 
*' Thy people groan, and fate awaits thy will : 1140 
'* Let them no more these marks of bondage bear; 
*^ Go drive yon eagle proudly perching there ; 
'^ Display thy power on all who would oppose, 
^^ And with thy thundering arm transfix thy foesJ 

^' This fair occasion courts to mighty things, 
^^ Worthy of thee and thy long race of kings. 1 145 
" See on the right a most attractive prize^ 
" Antonia's tower devoid of soldiers lies. 
*' The Roman youth) regardless now of war, 
•' Sport in great Herod's amphitheatre ; 1150 

'^ Or else, by Zion's tempting beauties won, 
" Resign their arms, and own themselves undone. 
'^ Thus interest, honour, call thee to the field, 
*• And shew the spot where vanquished Rome must 

yield. 
^ If then the sense of injur'd virtue warms, 115$ 
*^ If inciense pleases, or ambition charms^ 
'* If fir'd by glory thou wouldst e*er fulfil 
*' Thy sov'relgn pleasure — the Almighty's will,-— 
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'' That will which ratified the stern decree 1159 
'^ That men and angels should submit to thee,-* 
'* Plunge in the sight of the admiring town, 
•* Or in the altar's flame move gently down. 
*' So shall mankind becoming honours bring, 
'* And men and angels hail their God and kin:;. 
" Nor canst thou deem, if Lord of earth and skies, 
•' What I propose a daring enterprise ; 1 1 66 

** Since David's harp thy preservation sung, 
'* When with these notes thespacious tempJe rung : 

PSALM XCI. 

** Bless'd is the man whose sure defence 

Is faith and heav'nly confidence ! 1170 

Thrice bless'dwho, compassed round with hosts of foes, 

Can on the eyerlasting arms repose ! 

jyor will that God whom thou thy hope dostmake 
Refuse to hear thy gasping cry ; 
Nor will he helpless let thee die ; 1175 

Nor will he thy defenceless state forsake ! 
See with what haste celestial guards abore 
At his commaud fly circling round, 
And make thy dwelling sacred ground! 1179 

^^ See with what haste they to thy succour move! 
With what officious embassies of love ! 

These above, soft hqvering o'er, 

These behind and these before, 

Thou canst not ask for more ! 
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And near to Adam's and Zaretan's town 
On Pisgah's top lie set the Saviour down. 

'' This sacred mount, as well the tempter knew, 
Some ages past Jehovah chose, to shew 1226 

To favour'd Moses Canaan's land, which spread 
On each side Jordan to its fountain-head. 
'Twas here, concealed, the sly seducer leara'd 
How distant objects were wiih ease discerned. I2o0 
To this he added what experience taught. 
And a false optic to the Saviour brought. 
His magic arts delusive scenes prepare 
Of well wrought figures form'd of pliant air. 
With living colours he adorn'd the whole, 123j 
And spread enchantments to ensnare his soul. 
Towns^ cities, kingdoms, bird, and beast, and man, 
Arrang'd in order, Satan thus began : 

" With safety guided by my skill and care 
^^ O'er hills, and vales, and plains, and fields oftiXT, 
" Here will we rest and fix our short abode 1241 
'' To view those works which "men ascribe to God. 

ful, because geographers cannot agree on which side of 
Jordan to place it. 

L. 1228. On each side Jordan to its fountainrheadJ] Sec 
Deut. xxxiv. 1,2. All the land of Gilcad onto Dao> all 
Xaphthali, Ephraim, ManaMch and Judfth* 
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'^ Whatever thoa seest, roHianlic^ good> or fair^ 
^' Which ocean's riiores and earth's wide surface 
beao 1244 

^' From east to west both lands and seas are mine^ 
^' And 'tis my purpose to confirm them thine* 
"'^ That barren plain which hesitates to boast, 
^ And lies southwest^ is rast Arabia's coast. 
^ Those beasts and men that travel on the sand 
<' Are richly laden from a foreign land 1 250 

^^ With precious cargoes, spice, and golden ore, 
<^ Which through these deserts reach a distantshorc; 
^ In this warm clime the sons of Ishmael stray, 
*' And piles of wealth to Persia's Gulf convey ; 
'* Whence they th^se treasures of the world disperse 
^< Through various mediums round the universe, 
'< Still further south vast Lubim's deserts rise, 
^* Whose distant borders seem to touch the skies t 
*' To goldep sands they give perfection birth, — 
'* Their 'lands the people think the best on earth. 

L. 1253. In tkii wttrm cUmc the 9(m» <^ Ishmael ttrt^,] 
The Ishmaelites were some of the first land merchants,^ af 
the FhcBDicians the first by sea. See Gen. xxxvii* 25. 

L. 1954. Jnd ff^e$ o/weaUh to Persia's gufftonvey.] By 
this way all rich Per«;;ai silks, &c. were formerly carried 
over land, till a passage wasfound outby sea. 

L. 1259. To gulden sands they give pcffcction HrSk^ The 

VOL* U K 



' fl94 TMK tITE OF CHltiyr. »00K HI. 

** But nothing here can charm thee or delight, 
•* Or recompense us for so bold a flight. 

" From these wide worlds which Lubim^s desert 
boasts 
^^ Of unknown realms and unfrequented coasts^ ^ 
^' The eye retires some countries to explore^ 1265 
^^ Which offer gold and give us something more. 

, ^' Behold that sea, — due west direct thine eye, 
^' Where lovely islands in its bosom lie : 

. '' Crete, Cyprus, Rhodes, the clusters which wes^, 
" Delude mankind, but have no charms for thee! 
*' To thy vast soul these sordid spots are mean, 

,» '' And must be lost, or notic'd wUh disdain. HI2 
^' Not fair Trinacria can aifFord delight, 
*' Nor are its gardens scarcely worth thy sight. 

. " Due north from hence behold that lovely plaip, 
'* Wash'd by the surges of Xhe lestless main, 1276 

finest dust-gold being brought from the coasts of Afrhk; 
and several regions in it taking their very Dames from 
tpi^es, as Myrrhifera, Cinnamomifera. 

L. 1260. Their lands the people think th€ best on ear^>] 
The Abyssinians will not be persuaded but that the ^ 
JParadise was seated in their country ; and there have beeo 
European authors who have reckoned it under the line. ■ 

L. 1216. JFashed by the surges of the restless mmm.'] Tfit 
ppper and lower seas, as they sometimes call them ; tht 
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** Which barren mountains in the midst divide. 
*^ And leave a portion near the swelling tide. 
^' Rais'd on its breast not far within the land, 
** Dost thou not see a royal city stand ; 128(1 

^* On seven ascents its. gilded turrets shine, 
** As if erected by a hand like mine ; 
^' And near that stream, ascending over all, 
<' On that steep rock behold the capitol : 1£84 
That spot is Rome, the mistress of the world. 

Which from their thrones has mighty monarchs 
hurl'd, 
*' The queen of nations justly styled ! yet she, 
" At my command, shall bow her neck to thee; 
'' Her trembling senators thy sway sHaU.own,1289 
^* And, cloth'd in purple, raise thee to her throne. 

i 

*' Or wouldst thou aim at more exalted praise, 
^' And for thyself a mightier empire raise, 

Adriatic to the north, and the Sicilian, Sardinian, &c. to 
the south. 

L. 1S77. iVhich barren mountains in the midst divide^ 
The Apennines, which run longways through the greater 
part of Ital J. 

L. H90. Andf clotKd in pmrpley raise thee to her throne.^ 
The royal Insignia were of this colour with the Romans ; 
and it was therefore treason for any to affect it besides th* 
emperor. 
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'^ A tour with taie beyond tbese mountains go, 
'^< Whose horrid summits bear incessant snow; 
f^ And see a plain extended at our feet, 1295 

•*' Where power and glory may rejoicing meet. 
'*' It stretches where Garnmna's waters creep, 
^' And where thqrRbine runs foaming to the deep 
tf W^h'd by the British and Ligustick seas ; 
*^^ And for its ramparts claims- the Pyrenees. 1300 
^^ The hardy natives all their neighbours call 
'^ The people of the fam'd Transalpine Gaul ; 
^* Bold, active, hardy, curious, daring, brave, 
'•' Proud to be free whilst others tbey enslave. 
^^ Tet all these tribes thou maysTt with honour gaiDi 
<* And crown*<i with glory in Lutetia reign. 1306 

'It, 1894. Whoie horrid nimmila bear incessant snow,] 
'The Alpiywhere snow i«^aid to liis unmelted in some placet 
>a]l the year round. 

L« 1997* li stretches ^here Carumnd^s waiters ereep^ 
Garumnay now the Garonne inAquitaine^ it rises not far 
•from Toulouse and Montpelieiu whence rnnniqg across tht 
^country, it falls, by Bourdeaux» into our ocean* 

,L. ,1303. Bold^ actively hardy. f ^curiouSs darings trove,] 
-This character Caesar gave them; and a great part of Europe 
.has found to its sorrow, that they stiU retain many of 
vjtheir ancient characteristics. 

L. .1305. Yet all these tribes thou mays* t with honour gatn^} 
"They ^ere formerly divided into as many small Septs or 
^Cantons as England or Ireland ; as the Atrebatii> the CeUSf 
iYmeiih and twenty others* 
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'* Then do not pause ; thy choice may come too late; 
For if I rightly scan the rolls of fate, 
|q future days a haughty prince shall rise» 
'* And in thy name thy doubtful laws despise. 1310 
" If thou refuse, he shall accept my aid, 
^ Usurp thy power, and all thy rights invade: 
^ Nor will his pride my arts and arms disdain ; 
^ By these assisted, he by these shall reiga : 1314 
^ In spite of thee, though distant lands rebels 
** Shall reign on earth, then sit enthron'd in hell. 

^ If tbott wouldst choose a less luxuriant «oiI,'. 
'^ In yonder sea behold fair Britain's isle ; 1318 
•* Whose rocky points the rolling waves divide^ , 
•' Whose beauteous rivers through herforests glide. • 
** The old Phoenicians knew this wealthy place, . 
" And robVd, or traded with, her hardy race, x 

L. 1 310. And in thy nanke thy doubtfuidaws dgBpitei} Tha 
Hf ost Christian King- 

L. 1319. fFhose rocky point$ the roflmg^ ivaves divide,"} 
The three cape»or angl^iofBritaiA (whence some 4eriYr 
Ihe name of Angiia); the north foreland, the land's end, and 
Caithness } the same, if I mistake ^ot^ with the Cantium^ 
Boleiium, and Orcas orTaurviduni, of the ancients. 

L. 1321. The old PMMciam knew this weaUhy place.} 
SIrabo teUs us of a Phofloidati master of a ship, who traded 
nAth Bfitain ^4hat lie nui liis vcMel on the rocks, when in 



198 THE LIFE or C^RiST. BOOK III. 

^ They seem for virtue and adventures made, 
** Peace but their recreation, war their trade ; 1324 
^ They, born for freedom, servile chains refuse, 
" And boldly death without this blessing chuse. 
" Force cannot bend them ; but persuasions move^ 
^' And kindness melts their stubborn souls to love. 
'^ If once they fix, they cannot be subdued, 1329 
** Bat wade through fire, or rivers fiU'd with blood. 
*' This thoughtful tribe thy eloqdence may charm, 
** And with just views of thy ambition warm, 
" Their manners polish, and their gold refine, 
*' And fill their soub with virtues such as thine :— 
^* Bid through their means discordant tumults cease, 
** And raise the standard of eternal peace. 13S6 

T 

*^ Or if thou wilt by bold coercion sway, 
** And make thy word the law they shall obey, 
*' Aided by me thou shalt the sceptre gain^ 
*• -And like a tyrant absolutely reign. 1340 

'* But ere their hearts of steel can be subdued, 
*' The coasts of Albion must be dyed with blood. 
^' Shbuldst thou desire their firm resolves to know, 
*^ Tliis glass will facts in retrospection show. 1344 

danger of being taken by the Romans ; so careful were the 
FhcBQicians to conceal from other nations their commercial 
mtercoune with Britain* 
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'^ Oa Gallia's shores behold what myriads bear 
**" With horrid front the instruments of war ; . -' 
'*; See horse and foot in dusky squadrons run^ 
** And shields and halberts glitler to the sun.. 
^* Androgeus exil'd from his native throne, 1349 
'^ Presents the cause which Csesar makes his own. 
See how they charge, retreat, and charge again; ^ 
.See weighty cataphracts and iron men.: 135^ • 
** Pikes, javelins, swords, reflect the waving lights 
''And cross the channel to commeuce the fight, *> 
" The Morine seas they cut with sail or oar, 13^55^ 
'' And reach with trouble the Rutupian shore. . , ^ 
*K Near Dubris' point they blacken all the straodj '' 
^' A thousand chariots plough the yielding sand, ; « 
'^ Ten thousand warriors lift tlie weighty spear, : * 
'^ And darts and swords and battle-axes rear; 1360 
" With hideous shoutstheypierccthe rending sfcieSf . 
'* And march to grapple with theijp enemies* 

Lk iii9^ Androgeus exird from his native throne.'] Soma^^ 
call him Andros^eus, others Mandubraciui, a British Prince, 
who fled to Cssar for succour, and assisted him agailiit 
Cassibelan and his native country. 

L* 13S5. The Morine seas they cut with sail and oar,] So 
the strait was called between England and France. 

'^L. 13S6. And reach with trouble the Rutupian shore. ^ . 
The Rutupium of the ancients, is supposed to have been ' 
the same with our Hichborouj^h.' 
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** That fliWer steed which protidly trots aroundi 
^ And paws the saod, and beats the echoing 

gronnd,— 1364 

^' Which moves in state — it$ rider's glories sharesj— 
'^ The brave, the great Cassibelan it be«s« 
^ ^Discordant interests he together ties, 
^ And natioiis utn'd are bis nnfeign'd allies. 
*' Though Rome's commanders idl the woiid esteem, 
*^ None can contrive, intrigue, and act like htm ; 
'^ He ends with honour what he undertakes) 1571 
'^ And advantageous past misfortunes makes ; 
^ Cool, brave, wise, generous, alt mankind allow, 
^' And, but his own, each tongue declares him so* 
*^ These hosts and heroes wait at thy commands, 
*' If tliou but ask them at my generous hands. 1:^70 

^' Thus have I offer'd all the world can boast 

** Of wealth or glory on the western coast. 

/* But small those portions which appear reveaFd, 

' Compared with treasures India holds conceard. 

'^ In mo ving thither where these riches lie, 1381 

** Renown'd Damascus courts thy wandering eye, 

L. 1360. The brave^ the great CassibelanU bean.} Cmu^ 
belan was Generalissimo of all the British forces. 
L< 1382* Renown'd Damanm courti thif wandering tge^ 
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^* Eor earthly monarchs an enchantiog prixe^ 
^' A modern rival of old Paradise. 
** But this I know thy nobler views disdain^ 1385 
^ And all these churms are spread for thee in vain* 
" Nor will I stay thee by Euphrates' side, 
*' Though Rome's ambition and ihe Parthian pride 
^* Thb moment meet to reconcile their wrongs, 
^' And blunt their daggers with their friendly 
tongues, ISgO 

^' On yonder isle, where haughty Herod stays 
** To join the congress and confirm the peace. 
*' Nor shall our eyes in these wide regions stray, 
'< Where mighty Indus hastens to the sea;. 

Dammeseky or Damascus, or Damas, (Tor by all those 
names it is called, besides Chams by the Arabians) is deserib* 
cd by all that have seen it as an earthly Paradise. The Ara« 
bians fancy the sun has a more benign influence on this town 
than any other, whence the name they gi^e it. Satan calls it 
rival of old Paradise) and so a good friend of his once thought 
it ; I mean Mahomet } who was so afraid of being bewitch- 
ed and softened by the pleasures thereof, and rendered 
unfit for the great projects he had in his head, that he re* 
fused to enter it when yery near it : such was hb hyp^ 
crisy ! 

L. 1388. Thoi^h Ranters ambititm and (he Parthian pride.^ 
See Jo9eph. Antiq. lib. 8. cap. 5. where you have the enter« 
taining relation of this royal congress between Vitellius^ 
^erod the Tetrarch, and Artaban king of FarthiOt in a 
fmall isle of thci Euphrates^ 

K 5 
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'< Here Alexander his proud flag anfurFd 1395 
*' In dreary deserts to subdue the world. 

^' Look farther od^ beyond that eastern bound, 
*' Where man imagines no more land is found. 
5' There fieldsj and citiest groves^ and rivers fair,; 
^' Disclose a country which deserves thy care. 1400 
f' No records yet its future name have sbowui 
5' To Rome and Greece it stands alike unknown ; 
" Unborn historians shall preserve its fame^ 
'< And tell mankind that China is its name. 1404 
^< In this new world unnumbered millions swanui 
^' To peace devoted and averse to harm. 

'' Thatstreamwhichlavesthegrandpagoda's walls^ 
'* And thence in two divided portions falls; — 
^ Thatbrldgestupendouswhichsublimely stands;— 
'* That wall which stretches into distant lands^ 
/' UiiGonquer'd Magog's wandVers to restiain, 141 1 
*' Whose bold irruptions prove it built in vain ;— 

' L. 1402. To Rome and Greece U stands alike unknown."] That 
the Romans had no knoMrleJge of this countrj, I think, sdl 
grant ; and our modern geographers believe thai Ptolemj 
knew it little better ; for though he talks of Sinarum regioi 
^et bj his description it should be rather Siam tham China.' 
L. 1411. Uncimquer*d Magog's wand*rers to restrain.] 

The Scythians, or Tartafff| bridled by the'watt of ,Cbina*'^ 
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^' These works prodigious, and superb desigUi 
Are human efforts, though they seem divine. 
A prince at present fills this mighty throne 1415 ' 
With views of empire placid as thine own i 
" But could he thy superior virtues see, 
'*■ His bumbled soul would yield the crown to thee, - 
'' With calm submission own thy sovereign sway, - 
♦* And feel less joy to govern than obey, 1420 • 

^\ fiut though these realms bestow a boundless 
store, 
'* Another prospect will present thee more. 
" Another world, and worlds of treasure, sleep 
" Beyond the confines of the western deep ; 
*' The fairest country which the sun surveys, 1425 ; 
" Or deigns to visit with his genial rays. 
*^ Its vast extent engrosses every zone, 
*' And calls the beauties of the world its own : 
*' To learn the path, behold that northern waste, • 
*' And watch those crowds, that through the desert \ 
< haste; 14S0 . 

L. I4lB. A prince at ftresent fills this mighty throne."} 
As Arigu«tus reigned at Rome, and the temple of Januswas' 
shut, when our Saviour was born ; so it is remarkable, that 
ia China all things were quiet, .and the emperor thaOged 
bis own xiam^ for anothertbat signifies pacific. . * 7 
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<' See that udaB strait with timbera covered o^er, 
** See how they swarm to reach the happy shofe! 
" See with what safiety they forsake the strandi 
^ Cross the wild gat, and reach their deatin'd land ! 
^' Were both compar'dj thy justice mast confess^ 
*^ Caaaan to this is bat a wilderness. ^ 1430 

^^ In this wide region reigns elemal sprii^ 
'* And smiling summer hovers on the wing. 
^' Here beauties bloom to human eyes unseen, 
'^ The flowers are fresh/ the trees are ever green : 
'* Delicious fruits the fragrant boughs support, 
** And nature seems to vegetate in sport. 1449 
'^ Creafron smiles! birds, beasts, and insects play, 
<* And dance refulgent in the beams of day. 
*' The tract so boundless and the scene so vasty 
'^ That crowds of empires are absorb'd and lost« 

" Twas for thy sake I sent those myriads o*er, 
" Who lately pressed the continental shore; 
*' To thee this world of glory to convey, 
*' Where thou shalt hold an undisputed sway: 1450 
'* This promised land withgut reward I give, 
*^ Where all the millions of the earth may live. 

"t. 14S1. Uee that ^maU itrait wHh Hmberi wver^d o'er.] 
^e itraitg of Aaiaat 
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^' And all the tribute which my lips <^maiid 
** For this domhiion over sea and land,*** , 
'' For rights coQferr'd, for favours freely len^ 1455 
*^ Is only honour and acknowledgment. 
^ Nor canst thou doubt my title to bestow . 
*^ Those varied blessings 1 presume to show : ' 
'' Prince of the air thy Father Satan made, 1459 
^' And storms and spirits have my voice obey'd ; 
^ God of this world by Deity I'm styl'd, 
^' And like a God am placable and mild. 
^' Yet this is all that for the globe I ask, 
^* Which those who love me own an easy task« 
'^ Take then these worlds, and raise thy mighty 
throne, 146f 

*' And be a rival to thyself alone. 
*' This, only this, shall the condition he^ 
** Accept the blessing on thy bended knee.*' 

<' Thus far the Saviour the temptation 1)ore, 
Bat would not hear the black blasphemer more. 
Some sacred rays of light celestial shone, 1471 
Which Satan felt, and heav'd an inward groan. 
Before their force the bold enchantment broke; ' 
But ere they parted, thus the Saviour >poke : 



t06 TRt LIFE Ot CHRIST. BODK'III. 

" Long have I borne thy insolence of power, 1475 
" Diversely shewn while waiting to devour— 
'•^ With patience borne the arrogance and wrong 
*^ Which thou hast dropp'd from thy blaspheming 

tongue — 
*' Heard all thy falsehoods — traced each vain 

pretence, 
" Ah d now comnwind thee-^DisappearJrom hatce. 
'^ The sacred writings, which ourrule wemake,1481 
'• Restrict that worship thou hast aim'd to take^ 
" And in plain language nanre the Sovereign Lord 
<* To be alone in heaven and earth ador'd: 
^^ And those who love him must his word observe, 
*^ Since him alone must every creature serve. 
*' K now then,thatGod,whoscorns thy proud disdaiii; 
'* Condemns blasphemers to eternal pain.'* 

*' Convuls'd with rage the prince of darkness fell, 
And felt on earth the agonie3 of hell ; 1490 

Nor could his soul these keen repulses bear. 
His short-liv'd world dissolved in liquid air. . 
In horrid sounds he gave some curses ventj 
And with his bowlings shook the firmament :. . 
Then to tU« desert hastcn'd to retire, 14Pi, 

Borne on a dusky cloud Qi sulphur; smokciand fire/| 



CONTENTS 

OF THE 

FOURTH BOOK. 



(UUR Saviour having now foiled the enemj, 
tlie angels, vrho had all the time hovered over and 
been spectators of the combat, descend with a ban« 
{net, and sing a song of triumph on his victory; which 
^ded^ they attend him back to Jordan. The Bap« 
ist's further testimony concerning him. Our Lord^ 
Imparting thence, enters on his ministerial office ; 
iid, ascending the Mount of the Beatitudes^ chooses 
p twelve apostles, and then preaches that celebrated 
ermon^ containing the chief heads of religion. This 
le begins with an inquiry after happiness : after which 
le gives the substance of the Ten Commandments ; 
issuring his auditors that he came not to destroy, but 
:o fulfil them ; and instructs in almsgiving, fasting, 
prayer, and other duties, giving them a particular 
•orm to assist their devotion ; and concludes his dis« 
'Oarse with a lively parable of two houses, one built 
>& the rock, the other on the sand. The sermon 
iuished, our Lord descends from the mountain, and 
reaches in Galilee ; working his first miracle at 
'ana I and at Naim^ not far from it^ r^toring tbv 
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Widow's Son to life. Ib the meanwhile tEe Baptist 
continued preaching repentance, and acquiring great 
veneration among the people^ and even from Herod 
himself, at that time Tetrarch of Galilee; who reforms 
from all his outward yices, except his unlawful lore 
to Herodias. Herod's criminal familiaritj with her 
becomes public ; which John the Baptist hearing of, 
he comes to court, and boldly reproves the king : at 
which Herodias being enraged, she gets him imprisoned 
in Macherus, and Some time after beheaded; lie having 
first prophesied of the invasion of Galilee, and tiie 
discomfiture of Herod's army ; which soon after came* 
to pass. Aretas, the King of Arabia, being enraged 
at the injury done to his daughter, whom Herod had 
formerly married, enters his country with an army, 
which Herod prep^es to encounter; but his forces 
forsake him, and he loses the day. On this our 
'Saviour retires, with his disciples, into the deserts of 
Bethsaida. 
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BOOK IV. 

JL HE conscious seamaDi when thetempeti 
blowd^ 
Feels all the horrors of uirrouHdiDg woes; 
Bat when spme harbour shields h^m ftom tl^ bkst^ 
He grows forgetful of the daugerd^ past: 
He sees the surgesp when the stotm is o'er, j^ 

Subside in peace^ and kiss the broken shore. 
The tranqail world his eyes with joy behoM^ 
While hills suid forests flame with heavenly gold^ 
The face of nature looks serenely fair. 
Nor storms nor vapours agitate th^ air ; 10 

The warring elements repose in peace. 
And all the remnants of their discord cease ; 
Earth, air« and seas^ assume a di^rent dress, 
Aud, cloth'd in smiles^ their gratitude exprescb* 
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^ Hail, Son of Gocl> annouac'd, confess'di 
approv'd ; 
^ Saviour of man, and bead of angels^ haii ! 
** Thee thus ador'd we sing ;- thus cast our crowoi 
** With trembling awe at thy triuraphaot feet. 
^ Before these worIds> thou from the mount of 
God, 6^ 

** When Lucifer bad half dispeopled heaven, 
*^ Led'st forth th' embattled seraphim to fight:: 
'^ Then, at the head of his rebellious war,- 
^ Didst seize th' arch- traitor, all bis bands disperse^ 
^ And crush them underneath thy flaming wfaeehr 
^ We saw them from the battlements of heaven 71 
^ Tumbled abruptlj down ^ and chaos wide, 
^ Struck with a dreadful ftash of uaknown; ligbt,^ 
^ Shrink back bis sooty waves, and inward roll 
'^ To find a new abyss ;. till wheeliog down, 15 
^ Like falling stars^ these exil'd sons of htaven 

I. 61. Hait, Son of Godyannounc% confess^ dy approved,] 
I was 80 well pleased with the song of the angeb in MiUon> 
on the same occasion^ that I had a desire to try what I 
could do ia that sort of verse f though I have but one pre^ 
cedent for introducing blank verse into a Poem composed 
ef Rhimes, and that is in the Essay upon Translations, writ-^ 
ten by a person of quality in our own language :bow I bsft 
succeeded in it,, must be left to tiie readoFr 
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^^ On its black bosom hissM, thick sprinklecl o'er 
^ With scatter'd drops of hot salphoreotts flame. 

'« Thy foes confinM, Thou, O Eternal Word, 
^' Didst will creation from the dreary void, 80 
^ High hills, rich dales, tweet springs, sea, eartfai 

and sky, 
^ And those ethereal lamps which flame above 
'^' To light the Lord of the creation, Man, 
"^ The last and best display of ^wer divine. 
'^ His godlike form thou didst with soul inspire, 
^ Fitted to know and love thee ; and, designed 86 
^^ To fill those seats th' apostate spirits lost, 
-'^ Didst place him in a paradise below. 8S 

^^ The fiend in the prophetic glass beheld ; 
^ And gnash'dhis teeth with rage and rancour fell, 
^ That earth- bora man should rule so fair a world; 
^ Then straying hard, burst from confinement free, 
" And rose through chaos and the frighted deep, 
■'' Bent on an expedition to explore 
'* His rival's force, then grapple and subdue, ^5 
'* And captive drag him to eternal night. 
'* His fatal gaile prevaiFd ; nor could weak man 
^' The woman and the fiend, when leagued, resist. 
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'' He ate ; be fell ; the whole creation groan'd, 
" And sympathiz'd in their lost master's fate. IW 
^' We sighing saw the mins of the world: 
' '' So wide the breach we knew, no remedy ; 
^' Nor could our wisdom any means invent 
^ To expiate thy injur'd Father's wrath, 
" Punish the rebel, and lost man restore. 105 

'' Then in the council of th' Eternal Three, 
'' Thou didst stand forth and seize the mighty task, 
*' The weigh t of Heavenly vengeance deign to bear, 
^' Which feeble mortals would have crashed to belL 
^< Tbe old red dragon met, O spotless Lamb, HO 
'< By thy unequal arms is doom'd to fall, 
'' Though thou no thunder in the fight wilt use, 
^* Nor aught but innocence and virtue pure. 
*' Thou, the chaste woman's Seed, of virgin horth 
•* The m igh ty serpent's vai nly threatening head 1 15 
'* Shalt crush beyond retrieve ; while, full of rage, 
*' From his wide mouth, that open sepulchre, 
" In horrid streams the yellow venom flows. 
'* In folds voluminous outstretch'd he lies, 
•^ The wonder and the burden of the earth. 120 
^* Hell's principality thou shalt destroy, 

L. 121. HeWs pHncipalitjf thou thalt de$ifi^.'] So lb* 
If ede interprets tbe Seed of the Woman't bruisinf the ta- 
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** And stoVn dominion here ; while thunder-struck^ 
*' And headlong hurPd, the grinning fiends forsake 
*^ Their temples and fallacious oracles. 124 

^' What though thei r malice, desp'rate,may prevail, 
*' Permitted, o'er thy frail humanity ? 
^^ Tlie God in safety smiles at their weak rage 
'^^ While they dishonour and confusion gain. 
^' Hell's masterpiece, is, ill from good to draw ; 
*^ The art of Heaven, good from the worst of ilh 
<* Thy death, the life of man, a ransom pays IS'l 
*^ To thy just Father for a ruin'd world. 
^'*^ Thou from his hosom didst in mortal clay 
*' Gome, first t' instruct and then to save mankind. 
^^ Thy triumphs here begin, as Son of roan ! 135 
*' The tempter, foil'd with all his boasted arts, 
H No frail uxorious Adam found in thee, 
-^^ Nor vain consenting Eve ! Salvation, power, 
^^ And strength, and mighty and thanks, and praise, 
and love, 

pent*8 head ; 'where he adds a pretty observation of a cer- 
tain author, that there is net only a certain impression of 
fear on the serpent at the si^ht of a man, which makes hiin 
run away, unless forced to fight for his life, which he does 
with a particular care of his head ; but what is more re- 
snarkable, that a naked man frightens him much roorethan 
Dne that is clothed. 
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*« We thus ascribe to thee, O spotless Lamb ! 
<« Thus Hallelujah, Hallelujah sing/* 14I 

'^^They, ending here, their Lord triomphantbore 
To Jordan's banks, where John baptized before. 
The Baptist here his wonted task pursued ; 
And all the threat'nings of the law renew'd : 14{ 
The weeping crowds his artless doctrine wins, 
Who penitently now confess their sins. 
These (when obedient to the will of Heaven 
Christ had submitted to the mandate given) 
Had mark'd the oral evidence bestow'd, 151 

And with their voices bailM him, Son of God. 
But when he disappeared, in grtef they moum'd| 
Nor tasted joy till he again returned. 
But now each face, which painful sadness wore, 
Put on those smiles which they assum'd before. 155 

" Soon as he came, his Lord the Baptist spied; 
Then with a shout — " 'Tis he !" in raptures cried, 
^' See, Israel see the Lamb of God, designed 
«^ To purge thy sins, and those of lost mankind. 
" Himhisgreat Father through thecloudsconfess'd ; 
'« The mystic Dove these eyes and yours attest. 
** Yet God his worthless servant did prefer^ iGt 
-** Ere his approach, to be his harbinger; 
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'* That Abraliam's sons might with due honours 
meet 104 

** Their heavenly King^ and bow to kiss his feet. 
*' Should our bold thoughts creaiion's birth explore, 
*/ This Prince did reign eternally before: 
^^ And live he must when I to dust descend, 
." His growing kingdom can sustain no end ; 
^^ His powerful voice shall speak when mine shall 
sleep, 1 70 

'^ And wake the guilty from their graves to weep." 

" John having paus'd, our Lord again withdrew. 
Attended closely by a chosen few, 
Who learn'd from him what methods to employ. 
To teach mankind the road to endless joy. 175 
From envy free, more rivals they desir'd, 
To praise their Lord, and make him more admir*d. 
They first through Galilee proclaim'd his name. 
While crowds augmented as they heard his fame. 
TJie gathering thousands swarm from far and near. 
Flock round his standard, and with pleasure hear : 
For every ill a remedy ihcy find, 18t 

For age, and sex, for body, and for mind, 

VOL. I. L 
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'* There is a hill from whence, when looking down, 
We see Tiberias and Bethsaida's town. 18i 

Upon its top the Saviour first appear*d, 
And in plain terms his Father's will declared ^ 
^n its broad summit he explained the law ; 
And all who heard^ impressed with solemn awe. 
The crowds who gathered, fill'd an ample field, W 
Whose souls, awaken'd, to his doctrines yield. 
•From these, twelve plain, but honest men, he draws, 
To teach mankind his gosj>el and his laws : 
The learn'd and noble he refus'd to take, 194 

£ut chose poor fishers from the neighbouring lake; 

JL. 184. There is a hill from whence y when lodkhtg dawn^ 

JVe see Tiberias and Bethsaida's town,"] Sonie place tihe 
Mount of the Beatitudes between Tiberias and Bethsaidat 
vOthers east of Belhsaida, nearer Capernaum. Tradition 
•agrees with the former opinion ; the people; of the country 
shewing to this day a little hill thereabouts, which thejcall 
Our Lord's Table; and which the Pilgrim, who »aw it, saji* 
is neither very large nor very high : and this opinioa I 
Ouhoose to follow. 

L. 194. The learrCd and noble he refused to take,} Un- 
doubtedly our Saviour might have chosen his apostles from 
le^arned men ; but he had great and wise ends to the con- 
trary ; namely, to humble the pride of man, and convince 
him, that neither birth, learning, nor any other external 
advantage, is so acceptable to him as holiness and virtue; 
jftnd , besides, to obviate such objections as he well knew 
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Men who their lives in honest virtue $pent. 
To toil inur'd. with Providence content; 
That all might learn, the gifts which he bestow'd . 
Sprang not from men, but from their fountain, God. 

*' Barjona first was eager to engage, £00 

The first in zeal^ in vigour^ and in age. 
Firm as a rock, he boldly Christ confess'd ; 
Thence Cephas nam*d by him who knew him best. 
His brother Andrew next, of spotless fame^ 
Who from Bethsaida's lo\'e]y village came. 20S 
Philip was next, who did Nathan ael call. 
Whose little story is well known to all. 
Then Matthew freely did the world forsake, 
And left its riches for his Master's sake. 

would, in after ages, be made against his religion ; sine* 
it was ^n impossible thing for such simple and illiterate 
men as his apostles, to compose so excellent a system both 
of speculative and moral truths; nor could they have them 
mny where but from Heaven. 

L. 206. Philip was next^ who did Nathanael calW] It 
is generally thought that Bartholomew and Nathanael were 
the same. There is little to be said for it, and nothing 
against it. However, Nathanael has the more poetic sound, 
for which reason I have rather chosen it. 

L. 208. Ilien Matthew f reel jf did the world forsake.'] Levi 
and Matthew are generally thought to have been the 
same person. 
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Matthew wais followed by the lesser James^. 210 

Who with our Lord exalted kindred claims* 

With him from Cana Simon also came^ 

And Jude his brother-*cach well known to fame. 

These three to Cleopas did Mary bear ; 

Judas came next^ our hapless treasurer. 215 

Thomas was choseoi though but half a birth. 

To spread salvation through the listening earth. 

Then we, who speak to you, obtained the grace 

To close the lists of this exalted race. 

lio base ambition taught us to aspire ; 220 

Our conscious vileness <^eck'd that bold desire. 

'* This having done, he all those laws revcalM 
Which from the wise and prudent are conceaVd. 
What truths sublime did our great Master teach, 
Above the arts of eloquence to reach ! 225 

pe claims the foremost rank in our esteem ;— 
No man e'er spoke, or ever liv*d like him. 
No artful sorceries of words he tried, 
Of Roman sophistry, or Grecian pride ;~ 

L. «10, &c. The lesser James, — fFho with our Lord ex- 
mlted kindred claims,'] He is called James the Less, as if 
conjectured, from his stature; and the brother of our Lord, 
£Jal. i. 19. because hit kiniman, after the Jewish idiom. 
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Coarted the mean^ before the haughty bow'd, 230 
Or stole applauses from the thoughtless crowd. 
Truths from his lips with strong persuasion shone. 
Sanctioned by power divine, and yet his own.. 
They proVd the heart where'er their influf nee came, 
And warm'd the bosom with celestial flame. 235 
Hear then a part of truths which Christ express'd^ 
And from these specimens infer the rest. 



OUR SAVIOUR'S SERMOxV ON THE MOUNT, 

Matt. t. &c. 

I. 

** Misguided men ! too justly you complain, 

^' Your search for happiness is made in vain : 

' I. 236. Hear then a part qf truths which ChrUt expre»»*d,'l 
I cannot saj, that I have wroug^ht in every particular 
passage of this most excellent sermon, as it is left us en- 
tire in the -fifth, sixth, and seventh of St. Matthew, and in 
some fragments in other of the Evangelists, being a com« 
plete summary of our Saviour's law, at least, as far as it 
relates to practical truths. But I think I have not omitted 
many things remarkable in my Paraphrase upon it % endea- 
vouring to give, as nearly as possible, the utmost and largest 
import of every c:«pre88ion in the particular Beatitudes > 
under each of which I have ranked what seemed reducible 
to it in the following verses and chapters, adding the con- 
trary woes from St. Luke's Gospel. 

L. 839. Your search for happineu i\ made in vain,^ 
Happinesf consists solely in the enjoyment of God. God 
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^ For what you clasp is not less false than fair ; 
^ It tempts and cheats you with delusive air. 241 

'* There are who fancy they on bliss lay hold, 

^ When their strong chests are fiird with Ophir's 
gold ; 245 

•* They gaze with rapture on the glittering ore, 

^* And think their bliss increases with their store. 

^ These drossy minds are mix'd with more alloy 

** Than taints that wealth they struggle to enjoy ; 

*' For while they trust to substances so frail, 

*' Which rust may injure, thieves break through 

and steal, — 
*' Which hills may bury, accidents annoy, 2iO 

'* Earthquakes demolisli, raging fires destroy ; 

*' They make that happiness they deemed so sure, 

" Doubtful, uncertain, fragile, insecure. 

'* True bliss exists, in this precarious state, 
*' Beyond the reach of accidents or fate : Qoi 
^ Though sought in vain, 'tis always in yonr power, 
*' And scorns the influence of a luckless hour ; 
*^ Its lovely form is for itself desir'd, 
** As gold by misers is as gold admir'd. 

ft 

did not rest till he made man ; and man cannot rest till he 
enjoys God. All the di\ine tempers here recommended and 
enforced, are to qualify us for this happiness. 
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f But gold, confia'd to earth's polluted shore, 260 
'* Clogs the bold spirit that attempts to soar. 
'* The ease and pleasure which its vassals find, 
" Sport with their pride, and sensualize the mind; 
" Arid when they leave that wealth of which they 

boast, 
'^ It casts them naked on an unknown coast. 26i 
*' Terrestrial pleasures therefore cannot be 
^ The solid basis of felicity. 

*' Meanwhile that bliss, the way to which I teach^ 
** Which neither fate nor accidents can reach, 
** Warms those who hold it in life's varying stage, 
" By climes uninjur'd, unimpair'd by age : 271 
*' And when that hour arrives which seals their- 

doom, 
^ It comes with joy, and bliss survives the tomb,— 
** Shines more resplendent than the solar ray, 27^ 
" And beams with beauty through eternal day. 
** Eternal woes are both remote and near 
*' To such as only lay up treasures here. 
'^ Substantial bliss is sooner found by them 
" Whom for their poverty the world contemn ;— 
*^ Who, when their conscience and my honour call^ 
'^ Learn to despise them, and abandon allv 28 1 ' 
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* 

" Who use the gifts which Providence affords, 
'^ As faithful stewards, not as wasteful lords-^ 
" These, rich in faith, to heaven their footsteps bend,. 
*' Aad claim a kingdom which shall never end. 

II. 

" Unwary youth, in quest of vain delight^ 286 
" Drive heedless on, and seldom choose aright i 
" The glittering phantoms flatter to betray, 
" And urge them headlong on their fatal way. 
" These by their furious appetites are driven 290 
" To disregard the various calls of heaven :— 
*' To seek those woes the fallen augels share,— 
" To grope for happiness, and find despair. 
" Can then precarious and uncertain joys, 
" Which prey on vice, which serious thought 

destroys - 295 

'' Which soon expire — can these the sources be 
'^ Of godlike man*s supreme felicity ? 
^^ Presumptuous youth ! ah, whither wilt thou runf 
" Why travel hard to prove thyself undone ? 
" Suspend thy madness, and at last return, 300 
" And view the causes which thou hast to mourn. 
" Who mourns his sins, while future moments last, 
" Improves the present, and redeems the past : 
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9 

*' How changed from those, whom with ne;i?r eyet 

they see 
" Consume their days in thoughtless jollity ! 305 
'* These must in flameslament :— while such as^bere 
*' Bedew their cheeks with a repentant tear ;— 
^ Whose pensivebosoms heavewith pious sighs,— 
^ Whose thoughts weigh anchor and explore the 

^kies,— 309 

'' Who pant for him who, thoi^gh unseen, they love^ 
'^ And seek for happiness in things above*— 
f^ Shall find their toils in Abraham's bosom cease, 
" And rest for ever in eternal peace. 

III. 

'* With vain attempts some aim their names to » 

raise; 

*^ And madly hunt for undeserved praise ; 315 

^^ Their reeking swords they bathe in human blood, 

" And dive for honour in the streams they shed ; 

*' Unhinge the world, and boast their trophies'won, 

^' From nationsvanquish'd,andfromrealms undone. 

^' Alas ! such glories float on fleeting breath, 320 ^ 

*' And rarely live beyond the hero's death : 

'* The gaudy nothing soon as hatch'd is flown, 

*^ And, lodg'd with others, is no more our own. , 

l5 
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^^ He then who here his happiness would find, 
'^ Grasps at a phantom, and will prove it- wind. 

^ True magnanimity my laws impart^ 326 

'' But fix it in a meek and lowly hearty 

.^' Which lies so low has no rough storms to fear, 

^* But can unmov'd the rolling thunders hear. 

*' Soft is the texture of a humble mind, 330 

<< Where wrongs may strike, hut not an entrance 

find ; 
*' Which bears unmov'd the insults of the throng, 

^* The shafts of spite, and slaiider^s foulest tongue. 

** When you are injured, base returns decline, 384 

*^ Repress your wrath ; the vengeful rod is mine. 

" False is that liberty, which leaves you free 

" To love your friend and hate your enemy, 

" My followers must to nobler views aspire ; 

^^ My grace exalts the human nature higher. 

" If then you would my genuine servants prove, 340 

^^ Bless those who curse ; and such as hate you, love. 

L. SS4. When you are injur" d^ base returns decline.'] An 
elevation of the Christian doctrine, as Dr. Hammond ob- 
serves, infinitely beyond the Heathen Theology. Homer, 
their greatest man, introduces his imaginary goddess of 
wisdom, encouraging Achilles to rail heartily at ^gamem* 
non, though he was not to strike him. 
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*' Pray for their lives who scarcely let you live ; 
" And as forgiveness moves your hopes, forgive. 
** These godlike deeds will make your virtues shine, 
^'' And look like his whose works are all divine ; 
'' Whose fruitful rains and quickening sunbeams fall 
" On those who hear him, or reject his call. 347 
<' Exalted thus, my faithful friends shall rise 
'< In holiness Jike him who built the skies. 
^' Thus ^hall true meekness lasting conquests gaiOf 
" And o er the nations in full triumph reign. 351 

IV. 

*' How few we find, who true attachment show 
" To aught but vain and fading goods below ! 
** For ease and wealth ambitious man contends, . 
'^ Nor turns his thoughts to bliss which neverends. 
^' He climbs the steep with unremitting pain, 356 
'< Nor thinks a grave must bound his utmost gain. 
*' Success with some will their bold efforts crown ; 
♦* These seize the world, and call its joys their own: 
** Their benefactor such refuse to know, 360 

^' And on his bounties press to endless woe ; 
^' To smiles or terrors these disdain to yield, 
** And hold their hearts against convicUon steeFd. ^ 
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** High fed and wanton^ pride assumes the rein^ 
'' And leads its victims through false jojs to pain: 
^ Thus doubly blinded they neglect the poor, 363 
*^ While Lazarus starves, or begs from door to door. 
'^ But soon the day which retributes will come, 
-^^ When these shall sink to meet their final doom, 
'^ And, bound in flames, solicit, but in vain^ 370 
^ One drop of water to assuage their pain : 
" While Lazarus, us*d to suffer and obey, 
'^ Shall shine with glory in unclouded day. 

" Thrice happy they, for they alone arc mine, 
" Who thirst and hunger after food divine ; 375 
" Whose heavenly thoughts sweet meditationsfiU;—' 
" Who nobly aim to do my Father will : 
" These live by faith, and firmly can repose 
'^ On him who all their wants and sorrows knowst 
" For truth and virtue be your cares ex press^, 380 
*' Nor doubt that Heaven will answer for the rest. 
" Whyareyourthoughts withanxiousfearsdismay'df 
" God wants not love nor power to give you aid. 
" Who gives the greater, will the less provide, 
^^ Nor food withhold, since life is not denied. 33i 
" Behold the feather'd nations of the air, 
'^ Array'd in plumage exquisitely fair ; 
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" Devoid of thought they warble forth their notes, 
•' And tune his praise with their melodious throats ; 
" They neither sow, nor reap, nor plant, nor plough, 
*' Yet find a feast on each luxuriant bough. 391 

" Then,sballnotGod,whofeedseach beast and bird, 

" Provide more amply for Creation s Lord ? 

** Your anxious carkings agitate the mind, 

** And drive that comfort men expect to find. 3Q5 

*' Fear not for raiment, though compeil'd to go 

*^ Beneath your rank, undignified and low ; 

^ Nothing but vice should give you cause to grieve^ 

" Or fill your bosoms with regret to live. 

" For honest poverty, though not your choice, 400 

'* When sent by Heaven, demands a grateful voice. 

** Behold these lilies, which unheeded grow, 

*' And spread their beauties in the vale below ; 

** Such are their robes extracted from the soil, 

*' For which they weave not, neither spip nor toil; 

«' That David's son, iliough richly cover 'd o'er 406 

" With gold and purple from Sidonia's shore, 

'^ In borrow'd glories had but meanly shone, 

*' Compar'dwith these which humblyboasttheirown. 

'^ He then whose hand the fading herb supplies^ 

[\ Whichlives this moment; butto-iuorrow dies, 411 
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*' With food and raiment will much more provide 
*^ For all their wants who take him for their guide. 

V. 

" Revenge and war the guilty world divide, 
^' Injustice, rapine, cruelty, and pride. 415 

''That man is bless'd, who, full of love, bestows 
'^ On all mankind that mercy which he knows ; 
*' Who feels for others, and their wants relieves, 
*' And like a God their injuries forgives 5 — 419 
" With rigour judges when his deeds he weighs, 
*' And those of others candidly surveys : 
*' Not born to cater for himself alone, 
'^ He nobly makes another's case his own :-^ 
*' In this just mirror all thy actions see, 
*' And do by all, as all should do by thee. 425 

VI. 

'^ Vain are those arts which foolish men devise, 
'^ To cover truth with sophistry and lies ! 
'' Traditions teach you, that your bodies pure 
*' Preserve your minds from stains of sin secure. 
*' Whatever vain pretences these invent, 430 

'* I ask the heart, nor am with less content: 
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" This purgM from sin, and fill'd with heavenly k)ve, 

*' Becomes a temple for the mystic Dove, 

*' Whose sacred feet disdain to take their rest 

" On the base soil of a polluted breast. 435 

" Your hands, and eyes, and hearts, must all be free 

" From lustful fires and foul adulter v. 

^ The hand, if guilty, and the wandering eye, 

^* Must be remov'd, or all the parts will die. 439 

'^ Each secret glance which glows with lawless fires, 

" Lights in the soul a train of loose desires; 

*' While every touch of a forbidden hand 

'* Breaks and opposes the divine command. 443 

" Vain are your hopes, if these you nurse, to hide 

^^ Effects from God, in their dark causes spied ; 

'* Whose eyes at once through worlds unnumbered 

roll, 
/' And mark the workings of the human soul. 

'^ Better, than lose that bliss the righteous find, 

" To enter life though only lame or blind. 

" Rather than sin, your appetites deny, 450 

" And die like martyrs for true chastity, 

'* Through faith repelling every poisonous dart, • 

^' For those are glorious who are pure in heart. 

" Who nobly thus their mental powers employ, 

^' Shall share those triumphs angels now enjoy,-— 



432 THE LIPE OF CHRrST. BOOt IT. 

** Triumphs, which here shall on. their bosoms 
shine,*— 456 

" Prepare their souls for happiness divine, — 
^ Exalt their spirits to the realms above, 
^ And crown them there with everlasting love. 

VII. 

" What swarms we see displeas'd with common 
fame, 46O 

** All eager hunting for a sounding name. 

L. 460. fVhat swarms we see displeased iviih eommonfamei\ 
All eager hunting for a sounding name-l The seyenth 
Beatitude is, blessed are the peacemakers ; << which is 
placed," says one, *' in the zeal on all occasions of making 
and preserving peace." First, negociating the peace of all 
men with God, which was the Apostle's employment. And 
secondly, procuring by all means the peace of men among 
themselves : for this reason, putting up aflfronts, and suf- 
fering injuries. This character and employment should, 
without doubt, belong eminently to the governors and 
ministers of the church, who ought especially to be the 

f ojrijfej, the light of the world, and salt of the earth, and 
to teach men to keep God's commandments ^ but this not 
excluding private christians. The reward of these peace- 
makers is, they shall be called f shall he) the Sons of God : 
like to God, says Hammond, as children to a parent ; being 
already, as the apostle says, partakers of the divine nature: 
true Heroes, or Sons of God ; which title was vainly affect- 
ed by the great men among the heathen, and sought, not 
by peace, but bj^ war and bloodshed. 
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" These proudly bid triumphal arches rise, 
^' And rear the column to assail the skies. 

" Vile apotheosis ! these gods must die, 464 

'* And some for crimes in endless torments lie. 
* Tiirice happy they, who peaceful triumphs gain, 
" Who raise an empire in themselves, and reign ; 
^' Who find employment in this mortal state 
" To preach my laws, and give them all their 

weight, 469 

" Who gospel truths among mankind disperse, 
*^ And bear these tidings round tlie universe. 
'* If all would p^'actise what these men advise, 
*' Tliis field of blood would be a paradise. 
•' But ere the world beholds this happy state, 474 
" My faithful friends must meet a heavier'fate : 
*^ The truths they teaeh will raise a host of foes 
" To thwart their views and harass their repose ; 
^ Murder and blood my injur'd saints will stain, 
^* And devastations desolate the plain. 
' " Hell-born ambition will invade the skies, 480 
'^ And pride and avarice in succession rise. 
'^ Then such as boldly for my gospel stand, 
^^ Unrighteous men with vicious names shall brand. 
" Who speaks of peace, to vice resigns his breath, 
*' Or starves a martyr in the arms of death. 485 
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♦ . ■. 

** Yet while enthusiasts by apostates styled^ 
*' And as opposers of their deeds, reviFd, 
"These saints^to whom opprobrious names are given,, 
^ Are own'd above as favourite sons of Heaven. 

VIII. 

" Some, from their thirst inordinate for praise, 
*' Erect an idol with the name they raise ; 401 
-*' Their reputations from ambition form, 
*^ Move at her call, and round her standard swarms 
^ Should these involve you, learn from hence to 

know, 
'^ The man T censure is the Saviour's foe. 495^ 
'^ Each friend of mine must struggle to despise 
*^ What vain ambition teaches alt to prize ; 
" Nay, when my honour calls you to the field, 
** Your reputations to reproach must yield. 499 
** What though the world its hateful malice show, 
" Denounce its vengeance, and its curses thirow, — 
" As false apostles stigmatize your fame, 
" And basely rob you of a virtuous name ? 
" Your time of suffering will be shortly past, 
*^ And you in heaven be recompensed at last. 505 

" The day will come, when you despis'd must share 
*^ Those foul abuses which your Lord must bear ; - 
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When you, from synagogues and councils hurl'd, 
" Shall be repuls'd as troublers of the wDrld. 
" Then is the timB yojur piety to show, 510 

** And do it credit wheresoever you go. 
" As salt to season an unwiiolesonie race, 
*^ Your honour lies in combating disgrace. 
^' Lights of the world you shine, that all may see 
" In your just mirror what they ought to be. 515 
'* Yet, should they evil for your good return,*?-^^ 
'* Condemn your spirits, and your bodies burn, 
" Amidst these ills supremely bless'd ye are, 
" If, free from crimes, these woes for me you bean 
''In patience wait, and be no longer sad, 520^ 
" £xult3 rejoice, and be exceeding glad. 
" With joy to Heaven direct your hymns and 

prayer ; 
" A crown of glory waits yoi;r suiSerings here r 
'* You first immortal from the dust shall rise, 
" And nobly swell the triumphs of the skies, 525 



L. 534. YoH first immortal from the dust shall rise*'] It 
was an opinion generally received by the primitiye chrisi* 
ians, that the Martyrs,nay,thc Confessors and eminent saints, 
should rise before the rest of the dead: whence that suffrage 
in their ancient Liturgies, ut partem haberet in, resurreo^ 
tione primdy for a port in the first resurrection. 
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*' But do not think, whatever deceivers say, 
'* That Christ to heaven affords a nearer way. 
•* The truths I teach^ will not repeal or break' 
'* Those laws which God from Sinai deiga'd to 

speak* 
*• From him I came to suffer, and fulfil, 630 

" But not destroy, that transcript of his will. 
*' To me the types and ancient shadows tend -^ 
*' In me they centre, and obtain their end. 
V Laws which of moral obligation are, 534 

'* Be it your work, your pleasure, and 'your care 
*' To keep secure : their force will be display'd 
" When hoary nature shall in dust be laid^ 
'' No jot or titde of tlie whole shall fail> 
'* Though vice should reign or righteousness prevail 
*^ In awful sounds they were to Moses given, 540 
'^ Amid keen lightnings, by the voice of Heaven. 

"L, 541. Jmid keen lightningfj hy the voice of Heaveni] 
The commandments were first spoken, and so are properly 
the Decalogue, or Ten Words ; after which they were writ- 
ten in the two Tables, first by God, and then by Moses; 
Deut. V. 22. I know not whether I ought to make any 
apology for inserting here all the commandments, which 
our Sayiour does not ; but considering that he mentioni 
ftll in general, nay, several in particular here, and most of 
the rest in other places, there needs no great poetical li<- 
cence for my bringing them in all together. 
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EXODUS, XX. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

^' Jehovah speaks, attend with love and fear^ 
From Egypt's bondage sav'd — O Israel) hear; 

I. 

'' Let no false Gods thy love and praise divide. 

Nor hope from Heav*n thy treacherous deeds 

to hide. 54£f 

II. 

*^ If by an image thou express thy God, 

^' The child unborn shall feel his vengeful rod. 

III. 
'* Thou shalt not take thy Maker's name in vain, 
** Nor sacrilegiously his rites profane. 

L. 545, &c. Nor hope from Heaven thy treacherous deeds 
t» hide.] Wherein I haye givea the sense of those words 

kfamov fjui^ or before me, in this commandment. 

L. 546. If by an image thou express thy Gody 

The child unborn shall feel his vengeful rod,"] By 
the word image I endeavour to express the force of the He- 
brew nillDH *^^ ^^^ Greek bfAOico/Mz^ which are so com- 
prehensive, that all the image-worshippers in the world 
can never get clear of them ; and there is no way of an- 
swering, but by setting their Index Expurgatorius to work, 
and razing the word quite out of the commandment : nor 
need we wonder that they do so with the words of good 
men, when they began with those of God himself. 
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'* Let all thy works revere thy sacred name, 

'^ And earth and heaven creative power proclaim. 

'^ Let thy dear Son his promjs'd empire gain, 590 

^' And sinful nations own his sovereign reign. 

" Let hell's proud kingdom through the world decay, 

'' And men as angels own thy righteous sway* 

^' To our frail bodies daily bread assign, 

" And feed our souk with nourishment divine; 595 

" O Thou, through whose redeeming love we live, 

'' Forgive our sins, as debtors we forgive ! 

'* Save from temptation those who trust in thee, 

** From present ills, and future misery, 

*' Thine is the kingdom and the power divine, 600 

*' And all the glory of both worlds is thine." 

L. 590. Let thy dear Son his promWd empire gain.'] Te 
explain this, take a remarkable passage out of a Latin 
Catechism printed here in England, in King Edward's time) 
for the use of the Protestants. On the explanation of thii 
petition, *' Thy kingdom come," (the author goe» on in 
this manner ;) Adhuc enim, &c. " For yet we see not all 
*' things put under Christ. We see not how the stone 
<< should be cut out of the mountain without hands, which 
«» broke in pieces, and reduced to nothing, the image 
*« described by Daniel : how Christ, who is the true rock, 
" should obtain and possess the empire of the whole world, 
** which is granted him by the Father : nor is Anticlirist 
«* yet destroyed. Whence we yet desire and pray, that 
** these things may in due time come to pass." 
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'^ But while to Heaven yoti tbii» devoutly pray/ 
' Your lives must witness what your lips would 

say ; 

'* Must prove the precepts which your tongues 

declare, 
" And holy fruit to full perfection betur. 605 

^* Shoiild you deficient in these fruits remain, 
'' Your prayers are useless, and your faith is -vain ; 
" Vain your reliance on your suffering Lord, 
" And vain your knowledge of hid sacred word. 
*' Without repentance none can be forgiven, 610 
** Without obedience none can enter heaven. 
** Each light but this will like a meteor glow^ 
*' And only lead you to eternal woe. 

V 

'' Such then as truly my disciples prove, 6 14 
" Through faith, and practice, holiness, and love, 
*' With strict propriety may be compared 
'* To him, whose building on the rock is rear*d. 
^* This, though the floods in boiling torrents rise, 
** To meet fierce catVacts rushing from the skies; 
^' Though angry winds with maddening teinpestc 
sweep 620 

*^ Houses and people to the foaming deep ; — 

VOL. I. AC 
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^^. Shall boldlj stand tbe ekmeatal shocks 
^^ And smile securely on.its native rock. 
'^ Bat such as merely hold tlxe .Christian name, 
'' From baser motives, or dishonest fame.; — 625 
'* Whose icy notions lead them to despise 
•^^^ Those truths which censure.and condemp .their 

vice, 
" May be compared to him, at whose command 
" The building rose upon the faithless sand : 
^^ See how it totters when the storm is nigh, 630 
" And inundations issue from the sky ! 
-^' Thus while those waves which gather with the 

flood 
*^ Dnvethe loose ^arth on which the fabric stood, 
" The building crumbles with the mouldering shore, 
" J^nd insulated sinks to rise no more.!'* 635 

'^ Thus having said, he ended his discourse. 
While those who heard reflected on its force. 
All seem'd well pleas'd and happy to attend., 
Prals'd what he spoke, but mourii'd its hasty end. 
He then retir'd, and, at a nuptial feast. 640 

Soon held in Cana, was a welcome guest. 
Here condescending with his friends to dine^ 
He turn'd the water into luscious wine ; 
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>t far off^ by pleasant Nain's wallsy 

ournfal widow's son to life recals. 645 

eanwhile the Baptist did to virtue press 
crowds who heard him in the wilderness, 
as his language, and his life austere ; 
r'd no mortal, and he none would spare, 
fe itself, his holj virtue thought, 650 

I be too dear with seirvile flattery bought, 
with Elijah's holy zeal and flame, 
iks were smitten with his virtuous fame, 
acquaintance royal names aspir'd, 
ir, not practise, virtues all admired. 655 

5 the rest so often Herod went, 
3me conceived him almost penitent, 
ill his vices he appear'd to part, 
t one lust, which twin'd about bis heart. 
Herodias felt a lawless flame, 660 

ain'd bis crime with incest's fouler name. 
as this princess, beautiful and vain, 
t lord in poor Tfaclionitis did reign, 
andering Arabs, hostilely inclin'd, 
d his empire and disturb'd his mind« 665 
ll'd by these he took the bloody field, 
^e their forces which refused to yield, s 
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His armed troops the Ishmaelites pursue 
through stony plains and groves of poisonous yew; 
But soon he hop'd to join his spouse and court, 6/0 
And all the fortunes of the war repk)rt;. 

'' While Philip, thus intent on foreign wars, 
Had left his empire and resign'd its cares, 
Herod invited fair Herodias down 
To strong Tiberias, his own stately town, 67i 

Until his brother from the 6eld returned 
To greet his princess who his absence mourn'd. 

L. 668^ &c. His armed troops the hhrnadUes pursttd 

Through stony plains and groves of paisonont 
yew.^ Strabo gives an account of the wild and savagt 
temper of these ItureanA, calling them by no better a iiantt 
Ihan Kaxk^yag, either Rogues or Witches, and describiog 
those parts full of caves^ woods, and inaccessible mounr 
tains, so infested with robbers, that the Romans were 
forced to keep constan.t guards there for the security of 
the country. They were, it seems, excellent archers4)oth 
in Itnrea and Trachonitis; the bows of the first being 
famous as far as Rome. And Josephus tells us, that 
iGratus the Roman General cqpquered the thieyes that 
wasted Judaea, by the help of the bow-men of Trachonitis* 
Bell. Jud. Lib. 2. Cap. 8. He also gWes a pleasant accoNot 
of this poor Pri^e Philip, that he used to bare his seat 
jof justice carried about with him wherever he went ^though 
he gives bim withal juch a character as he could not giva 
liis wealthier brother $ for he says, he was a just and honest 
man. 
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** Arriv'd^ the guilly couple lost in ^nse 
PlungM deep in sio^ and rose in impudence. 679 
Their flagrant actions broke through every bound 
Which love prescribed, or common prudence found* 
Herod's amour was public in his court, 
His queen's dejection, and his flatt<erer8' sport. 
Hrs lawful consort he disdain'd to own, 684 

And soon repuls'd her from his bed and throne. 
Long had her father fair Damascus sway'd, 
And Zobah's people his commands obey'd. 
The fields of Aram, and their troops, though wild. 
Had bless'd his reign and own'd him from a child. 
Through Geshur's regions fam'd for pastures green, 
His power was known, and reachM the Hagarene. 

" To him enrag'd the queen of Herod fled 
Against the rival of her crown and bed ; 

L. 686, &c. Long had her father fair Damascus t^ajrV, 
And ZobaVs people his cornmands obey^dMl 
One Aretas, we are sure, was King of Damascas not loiig 
after our Saviour's time, who is mentioned in the acCs of 
the apostles. Thai one of the same name (v/ho was He- 
rod's father-in-law j was king of one of the Arabias, Jose- 
phus tells us ; and that his daughter fled from Herod to her 
father about the matter of Herodiaa } for which reason the 
old king entered his territories, and gave him battle, 
wherein Herod was worsted, his ari^y forsaking him ; 
which, the same author adds, the people looked on as 
a judgment on him for his crueltj against the Baptist. 
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Complain'd of both with unrelentiog hate, 
And urg'd her interest to procure their fate. 695~ 
Her aged father youthful anger warms^, 
Who full of vengeance his Arabians arms^ 
And meditates a quick tremendous blow 
Against liis daughter's rival, lord, and foe. dgg 

'^ Herod meanwhile, remorseless^ on bis throne 
Kept Philip's partner, but divorced his own^ 
Through all his court those deeds contagious proved, 
Which most in silent imitation lov'd ; 
While all his parasites with flattering skill 
Made vice and virtue serve their master's will, 705 
At length the vices which prevail'd at court 
Spread by example, sanction, and report, 
Till fame convey'd them where the Baptist stood 
And taught mankind by Jordan's swelling flood. 

*' Inspired by Heaven, he hasten'd to the place 
To see the king, and witness his disgrace;—— 711 
To use plain speech, his conscience to alarm. 
To rouse his spirit, and dispel the charm ; — 
To show the bane his sycophants had brought. 
And counteract the deleterious draught. 715 



BOORi IV;- "niE I.IF« OF CHRIST. Q^f^ 

Towards the palace John his footsteps hent 
Through prostrate crowds who hail'd himashe went; 
The opening guards' on his approach gave way; 
Struck with an awe which border'd on dismay ; 
Till, every gate and antechamber pass'd, 720' 

He reach'd th' alcove of their deep guilt at last ; 
Which seem'd an arbour fitted up to please 
The sons and daughters of licentious ease. 
The Baptist here for no inviting stayed, 724^ 

He sought no favours, and no fears betray 'd ; 
But press'd at once upon the guilty pair, 
And charged them with reproofs they could notbear. 
He found Herodias negligently dress'd, 
And saw the king lean loosely on her breast ; 729 
Their wanton looks their guilty state proclaim*d, 
And all the proofs oi damrCd adultery nam*d« 

'' Pierce Herod rose at the unwonted noise, 
And sternly ask'd, with a tremendous voice . 
And eyes all flaming — *' What intruders dar<? 
•* Their prince's privacy destroy or share, TS5 
•* And rush on certain fate f" — ^* Nay, rather tell, . 
'* How dare ye bold adulterers rush on hell ?'* 
The Baptist firmly cries. The monarch saw 
And heard the prophet with remorse and awe»> • 
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Speechless he stood ; Hernias did the ^m^, 740 

Now pale with rage^ then reddening into shame. 

Such is the power undaunted virtue brings 

To vanquish beauty and the pride of kings* 

Hard was the struggle in the royal breast^ 

While truth and passion each its claims .express: 74j 

Now half averted from his tempter's e3'e8^ 

His bosom heav*d with penitential sighs ; 

Now caught again in glances which he lov'd, 

His weak resolves but births abortive prov*d. 

The prince of hell, eternal foe to good, 750 

Perceiv'd the doubts in which the monarch stood ; 

Then, on his side to force him to engage, 

Urg'd him with lust, and fiU'd her soul with rage. 

Silent he stood, while thus Herodias said, 

V Presumptuous priest, thy speech shall cost ihy 
head. 755 

*' On Jordan's banks I hear ihou cheatest well 

m 

" The thoughtlfcss herd with dreadful tales of hell. 
*' Let servile wrenches virtue's laws obey, 
*' But kings to heaven can find an easier way. 759 
<' Guards, take him hence, andlet him learn too late, 
" Lodg'd in a dungeon, his approaching fate.*' 

*< The king arising, with the fair debates. 
And her harsh sentence partly mitigates ; 
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Confirmed that part which ordered his arrest^ 

But seem'd unwilliDg to enforce the rest ; 765 

Yet bade his guards the patriarch secure^ 

And within strong Macherus' walls imraure. 

Each warrior strove to raise some just excuse 

To shun an action no one durst refuse* 

Some for the prisoner indirectly plead^ 770 

Who smiles, and bids them to the dungeon lead. 

Again commanded by the tyrant, they 

With much regret reluctantly obey ; 

And having plac'd him in the prison, all 

Retire in grief, where each his duties call. 775 

'^ Soon after this, the tyrant summoned forth, 
To celebrate the day which gave him birth, 
His statesmen, captains, counsellors, and lords. 
To taste that bounty royalty affords. 780 

The rank debauch with generous wine was crown'd, 
And all their reason in the flood was drown'd. 
The midnight scenes concluded with a ball, 
And wanton music consummated all. 

L. 767. And wUhin strong Macherw^ ttall$ immure, "^ 
Some say, that John the Baptist was beheaded in Macherus i 
oiaers, in Sebaste. Josephus seems to be for the former, in 
his Antiquities, Lib. 1* C»p* 10. 

m5 
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^' Among the female dancers who resort 
To grace the splendours of the tyrant's conrt, 785 
One daughter^ who, ere base Herodias fled, 
Had bless'd the injured Philip's nuptial bed^ 
Shone in the dance superior to the rest, 
And gave new pleasures to the despot's breast. 
Too soon in her the world her mother spied, 790 
The same fair face, and unexampled pride : 
Like her» of slaves she had a mighty band. 
And could, Iikeher,smi]es,tear8, and oaths command; 
Like her, drop poison from her eyes and tongue. 
And gain attention if she danc'd or sung. 795 

It chanc'd when some Arabian tune was play'd. 
The youthful sorceress all ber wiles displayed ; 
Her feet with elegance and quickness mov'd. 
And all who saw her, prais'd, admir'd, or lov'd. 
The king, extravagantly pleas'd and proud, . 800 
Join'd the applause which burst from all the crowd, 
Lengthen'd those plaudits which her ears devour, 
And stood anrivaird both in praise and power. 
" I swear by heaven's unutter'd Name," he cried, 
<* Ask what thou wilt, it shall not be denied. 805 
*^ Tliough half my kingdom were the great demand; 
<^ My word is gone, and Herod*s word shall stand." 
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The damsel beard, and instantly withdrew 

To see what object might attract her view ; 

At lengthy instructed by her mother, said, 810 

'^ Give in this charger John the Baptist's head." 

The king exclaimed, '^ rather than that should fall, 

^' Take, cruel maid, not only half, but all : 

'* Take my dominions, but my word release, ^ 

'* And let the prophet end his days in peace/* 815 

She, old in vice, inexorable stood. 

Arid sternly ckimour'd for the Baptist's blood ; 

Nor could persuasions turn her vile intent. 

Or once avert the vengeance which she meant. 

The council call'd, their suffrages divide, 820 

Some took the damsel's, some the monarch's side : 

Soujie from revenge against the prophet spoke ; 

Through love and interest some with conscience 

broke : 
A generous few admitted what he said, 
And thought his oath was indiscreetly made, . S25' 
And thence unlawful. These were overborne 
By greater numbers, and repell'd with scorn. 
The king, uneasy, at the faction rail'd, 
And saw with grief the party which prevail'd ; 
At length with tears reluctantly gave way, 830 
And bade bis guards the damsel's voice obey. 
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<' With painful search tbej found ahoarj koare, 

r 

To take that life the monarch would not save. 

He in the dungeon soon the Baptist spied^ 834 

And sternly said—*' For instant death provide." 

<^ That work is done/* the holy prophet said, 

And^ smiling, offer'd to the axe his head : 

«* Full well I know I am but mortal born ; 

'^ I came from dust, and must to dust retiiro ; 

" The debt of nature must by all be paid, 840 

^^ And kings must walk through death's jmpervious 
shade. 

" In God's fair cause, for injur'd truth, I die, 

'^ And John shall smile when those who kill.him 
sigh. 

" But if on life's last verge our souls can see 

" Within the realms of dark futurity, 845 

'* My guiltless blood, within this dungeon shed, 

'^ Will be aveng'd on guilty Herod's head. 

*^ I see the Arabs from their quarters pour 

"On his domains a dusky deadly shower. 

" I see " — the ruffian will no time afford, 850 

But lifts on high his unrelenting sword ; 

Its quick descent an easy passage found, 

And life departed through tl>e bleeding wound. 
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« 

^ His head, which raffiaos to the banquet bear^ 
Was geiz'd with joy by false Herodias there, 855 
Who, lest they should her cruelty delude, 
Wip'd from his face the warm and clotted blood ; 
And having view'd it, cried with savage glee, 
Before the court and trembling king — •* 'Tis he. 
** Now, daring censures at a princess fling ; 860 
" Now, if tliou canst, 'preach on and scorn a king." 

" Short were the triumphs of this worthless guest. 
And sad the tidings to conclude the feast. 
In dreadful haste a messenger appeared, 864 

Whose looks betrayed the news his tongue declar'd. 
His clothes Were dusty, — terror and surprise 
Pronounc*d a prologue in his face and eyes. 
He pale and trembling through the circle springs. 
And to the king these doleful tidings brings : 
•* Renown'd Aretas with his hostile bands 870 
*' Has gain'd a passage through Iturea's lands. 
*' His troops near Cesarea Jordan pass'd, 
'^ And all the higher Galilee laid waste 
" With fire and sword. To them strong Abel's town 
Its gates has open'd. Now they're marching down 



€i 



L. 874. To them strong Abets town,] Abel- 
Beth maacha was a 9tron^ town near the north borders of 
Galilee, into which Sheba threw himself when pursued by 
David's army* 
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'< To Kedesh, and to lofty Ramah near^ 876 

'•^ Prepared to yield, ali'strnck with panic fear." 

^' The conscious guilt which floah'd in Herod's, 
eyes 

Perplex'd his measures— yet ." To anns,** hecriesi' 

^' With eager haste the bold invaders meet, 880 

^* And stretch their leader at your conquering feet;' 

^' To his bold march present an iron shore, 

** From which his legions shall return no more." 

He then his troops from proud Sebaste di*aws, . 

And strong Macherus,which th' Arabian awes. 885. > 

To these he added those of Baara's vale, . 

Of CarmeFs mount, and Hermon's fruitful dale/ 

To join his force, his powerful treasure brings^ , 

From Ishmael's race, auxiliary tings. 

The whole combin'd enabled him to boa&t, SQOl ' 

Had Heaven stood still, a formidable host. 

Amidst his vice the wretch to Heaven applied^ , 

And strangely blended piety and pride ;— 

L. 886. To these he added those of Baara's vale.'\ Jo9e« 
phus says, Herod kept a strong garrison in Macherus to 
bridle the Arabians ; just against which was the famous 
valley of Baaras, for the wonders of which that historian 
has been so much talked of* 
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Ambitioaa offerings to the temple seDt, 894 ' 

And more than all, half promis*d to repent ;-*- 
In haste a message to the prison sends, 
And John's dead body offers to his friends ; — ' 
The mangled corpse directs them to inter, 
That he with tears might bathe his sepulchre. 
Bat these disguises all with ease perceiv'd, 900 
Nor earth nor Heaven his penitence believ'di 
Hence crown'd with curses to the field he went ; 
His army fell ; — ^you know the sad event. 

''The death of John, and Herod's late defeat, 
In Christ's disciples serious fears create. 905 

The twelve with Christ in rich Capernaum lay. 
And watch'd the frowns of each succeeding day ; 
In tears of sorrow these the Baptist mourn'd. 
Till Herod frantic to his court return'd j 
Then with their Lord they silently remov'd, 910 
And in a desert sought that peace he lov'd. 
This safe retreat was near Bethsaida found, 
Whose sons the doctrines of the Saviour own'd. 

L. 912. This safe retreat was near Bethsaida found.} 
It is sometimes called a lullage, at others a town or city ;, 
though if only a village, large enough, according to Jose- 
pbus ; who says, tbat .every village io Galilee, even the 
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The sacred precepts they Jiad heard beforet 
Instead of cloying, made ihem wish for more. Qli 
With his lov'd few he therefore thither went. 
And in the town some peaceful momenta spent; 
Spoke of events which yet remain'd behind. 
And his last efforts to redeem mankind. 
Yet these at length in vice obdurate grow, 920 
And with Cborazin find one eommon woe :-r 
Still harden more from numerous blessings given, 
Till flagrant crimes provoke the wrath of Heaven. 
But though his judgments are obscur'd by shade, 
The day will come when all shall stand displayed ; 
Then all the swarms of this terrene abode 926 
Shall vindicate the attributes of God. 

least of them, contained 15,000 inhabitants '(but sorely 
there must be some mistake in the number). This 
Bethsaida, he says, was for the pleasantness of it erect- 
ed into a city, and called Julias ; but let it be then 
what it would, our Saviour's woe is now accomplished 
against it, and it is reduced to its first original, a lodge 
in the wilderness ; nothing thereof now remaining, as 
travellers tell us, besides seven or eight scattered cot- 
tages, which scarcely deserve the name of houses. 



CONTENTS 



O* THE 



FIFTH BOOK, . 



JL HE apostle proceeds, and relates the miracle 
:he loaves; at vrhlch the multitade surprised, would 
in haye forced our Saviour to accept of the king. 
\ ; but he retires from th^m, and continues all night 
fing in one of the Proseuchae or oratories of the 
rs, having sent his disciples across the lake towards 
lernaum; whom he overtakes, walking on the 

before it was day. The disciples are affrighted, 
knowing his voice, St. Peter leaTes the ship and 
3 towards him ; but, when ready to sink, he is 
ported by our Lord ; who entering the ship, they 
lediately land near Capernaum ; to which place 
Saviour goes with his disciples, being followed by 
multitude more for interest than devotion. His 
ion to them on that subject, and discourse concern- 
-eating his flesh and drinking his blood ; at which 
Jews being offended, many of his followers for- 
3 him ; and upon -his apostles' protestation of 
lity, he prophesies that one of them should betray 
. He cures the son of Chuza, Herod's steward ; 
which Chuza himself, who had been before an 
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Herodian, became his disciple, with all his house. 
The miracle of the Centurion's seryant., Simon's wife's 
mother, and the Paralytic, at Capernaum ; and that 
on blind Bartimens, at Jericho. Our Lord, going ap 
to Jerusalem^ curses the barren fig-tree^ cures one 
that was born blind, pnrgM Ibe temple of buyers and 
fellers the first time^ and heals the infirm man at the 
Pool of Bethesda ; which last, miracle, with some; 
eursory remarks, concludes the fifth Book. 
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X HUS far the fathers strict attention paid, . 
Nor any signs of weariness betray'd ; 

Though restless Sol triumphantly had driven 

His flaming coursers to the top of heaven. 

Tb' apostle paus'd : his hearers would not stay^ 5 

Bat urge him on^ impatient of delay— 

Press'd him with importunity^ to tell 

Christ's every word, and every miracle. 

*' Our Lord/* he said; *^ who sought to be 
concealed. 
By his retreat was rather more revealed ; 10- 

Just as the sun is with more eyes surveyed. 
When half eclips'd he shines through dusky shade.. 
The place where Jesus and his twelve repos'd, 
Was by some shepherds to the towns dbclos'd : 
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Thence gathering thousands his recesses founds 15 

And with his twelve encompass^ him around. 

He, on an easy hillock mounted-^ taught 

The crowds who came,, and cur'd the sick they 
brought : 

With him tlie multitude unwearied stay, 

Till lengthening shadows showM declining day^ 120 

When his apostles anxiously desir'd 

That all might go before the day retired ; 

For in the desert, they, with hunger pressed. 

And travelling tir'd, bad neither food nor rest. * 

*^ The Saviour, hearings turn*d his teiider eyes 25 
Towards the multitude, and thus replies : 
" Shall we from Heaven beneyolence receive, 
*' And to our guests no kind refreshment give, 
'^ Who, when keen hunger and dark night oppresSi 
^^ Might faint and perish in the wilderness ? 30' 

L. 26. Towards the multitude , and thus replies J] Itist 
common mode i)f speech, both cf the evangelists and other 
holy writers, to introduce persons repfjing or answering, 
where there is at most only an invoWed question going 
before. So St. Matthew, xi. 2S. *< Jesus answered and Sii<^ 
I thank thee, O Father," &c. though we read of no precede* 
ing question or compellation ; an usual Hebraism, as Mal- 
donate says on the place, the word rt3J^ signifying not only 
answering a question, but alao begtnoing or continuing t 
speech. 
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'^ Such blessings rather as your stores impart, 
^' Let all present them with a cheerful heart." 
Philip and Andrew, hearing this, replied, 
^* Whence shall we bread for such vast crowds 

provide ? 
'* We have two fishes which we lately took 35 
*' Wiih toils6roe angling on the neigh bouringbrook; 
*' These and five loaves are all the stock we boast, 
** But ten times five among such crowds were lost.* 
Onr Lord rejoin'd — '* Proportion to your store 
*^ Your various gifts, and Heaven will ask no more. 
" Go then, and let the company be plac'd ; 41 
'* Give vfrbatyou have, and leave to me the rest." 
These powerful words with majesty he said. 
And wo with wonder and with faith obeyed. 
Five thousand men we plac'd upon the grass, 4o 
But let the rest without a reckoning pass. 
A hundred troops the num'rous party made. 
Who for some unknown benefaction stay'd ; 
Ranks crowding ranks behind each other spread. 
Who all the wond'rous miracle surveyed. 50 

L. 47. ^ kwi^red troaps the nunCrous parly made.'] St. 
Luke ix. 14, 15. ** Make them sit down by fifties in a com- 
pany $" a hundred of which fifties there are in five thousand. 
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Christ in his hands the loaves and fishes takes, 
And speaks a word, or only looks, and makes. 
His heart to Heaven in fervent prayer he rais'd, 
And his Great Father for each favour prais*d ; 54 
Then bless'd and brake* — We took the large supplies; 
But scarcely credited our hands and eyes— 
The gifls distributed among the crowd. 
Who ate, astonish'd at the boon bestow'd. 
From this small source an undiminished store 
Supplied each want, and left abundance more. 60 

<* For while we gaz'd on this amazing feast, 
Our rising wonder like the loaves increased. 
'* Let all the fragments of the fish and bread 
" Be gather'd i|p/' our Heavenly Master said. 
We rose obedient from our pleasing treat, 65 

And fiird twelve baskets with the broken meat: 

L. 66. And filVd twelve baskets with the broken metA.\ 
There are two different words used for what we render 
baskets,Ko^ivof, and (rTruplosg ; the former in the miracle of 
the five thousand, the latter of the four thousand, as Grotiui 
and others remark. These twelve baskets seem to hays 
been the proper goods of the twelve apostles, serving them 
for the conveyance of fish, or as a kind of sea chests, 
to hold all their necessaries. The aTfuploeg, Dr. Hammond 
thinks, were a larger sort of fiof mi j since one of thein wai 
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These to our friends we speedily convey 'd| 
Who at some distance in a vessel stay'd. 
The shouting people shook the trembling ground^ 
With " Christ" and *^ miracle" the hills resound; 70 
In grateful songs the women spread his fame. 
And stammering babes were taught to lisp his name. 

'' Meanwhile the men in groups together crowd ; 
Some whispering murmur'd, others spoke aloud. 
At length the whole, as from deliberate choice, 75 
In words like these proclaimed the public voice: 

■*' Why sliould we thus the yoke of bondage weaij 

** Or Herod's tyranny or Caesar's bear f 

'* Has not kind Heaven a great Deliverer sent, 

'' To cure our bodies and supply each want, 89 

" To give us life if in his cause we die, 

'* And call assistance from the distant sky — 

^' Greater than Moses by himself foretold, 

" And all the holy messengers of old ? 

" That greatness, whence he learn'd a crown to 

scorn, 85 

** Nobly declares him for a sceptre born. 

big enough to hold a man ; St. Paul being let down from 

Damascus, ev (TTrvplhi, in a basket, as we render it. Acts, 
ix. 25. our word not noting a limited capacity, butonlj 
the kind of vessel 
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<' We foiin an armyia ourselves as great 
'< As Judas bad when he controird the state— 
'* Greater than that which brave Matthias join'd, 
•' When none but Modin's villagers combia'd. go 

*' Why should his bashful modesty restrain 

« 

*' Our public suffrage, which demands his reign? 
" His standard rais'd shall to Tiberias go ; 
'* Samaria next his powerful arms shall know; 
*' At length in Solyraa, when stronger growD, 95 
** Our Prince shall mount his &ther David's throne/* 

" The gath'ring faction palms and garments bring, 
And madly shouted — " Hail, great Israel's king!" 
Their darigcrous kindness he in part suppress'^, 
And sought retirement to avoid thfe rest ; 100 

Against a sceptre urging his defence. 
And taking measures to depart from ihence. 

L. 89, &c. Greater than that which bravelMalthias jom% 
JVhen none but ModMs villagers nunMnV.] 
Josephus, Antiq. lib. 12. cap. 8. gays, those who joinod Mat- 
thias were no more at first than the inhabitants of the small 
village of Modin. And even when his son Judas came 
against the army of Antiochus, under Gorgias and Nicanoft 
consisting of forty thousand foot and seven thousand horse, 
he had no more than three thousand men, and those raw 
and badly armed* Cap. xt. of the same book* 
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Far more he seem'd of frieads tlian fo^ afraid. 
And sought for safety in the iteighboQiing.^iade;::' 
Favour'd by this, and urg'd by strong desire, lOS 
His burden'd spirit hasten'd to retire.; 
And in an arbour, where he often prayM, 
Escaped that tumult whiph the crowd had made.— 
Its sides were wali'd, a sure defence to yield 100 
From savage beasts which prowl by night the field. 
Our Lord alone in holy hymns and prayer 
Continued here till night began to wear^ 

L. 109. lis Sides were walfdy a sure defence toj/ield] 1 
take that passage in St. Luke, vi. 12. where it is said, that 

«ar Lord continued all night in prayer to God, of rH 

irfOffivx^ '''^ ^^^ to relate to the place, even more immedt^ 
ately than the action, according to the opinion of Drusius^ 
Dr. Hammond, Mr. Mede, and other learned men, who 

think this ev t? vrpocBux^ t5 d^E8, ought to he translated, 
in the Proseucha, Prajer- House, or Oratory of God ; tiie 
form of which Oratories Mr. Mede describes from £ptpha> 
oiofl, after whom I ha^e oopicd. His conjecture he makes ^ 
mmre probable by Philo's s^BviporopLn^cvfy, the Alexan- 
drians cutting down the ti^es of the Jewish Froaeuchas or 
Oratories : and the same is probable from that comparisoa 
of David, ^M am like a green oliVe-tree in the house of 
my God." 

L. 112. Contiiwed here till night began to wear.'\ The 

rerafm ^vXtxkti, or fourth watch of the night, among 
the Jews> was undoubtedly near day ; but the phrase 
4^tag yBvofim^ is here used, St, Matth. xir. «S. *' When thf 

-VOL. 1. N * 
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Sut left this sweet alcove ere dawn'd the daj. 
To seek bis followers toiling on the sea, 

*' His chosen twelve, at his supreme command, 
Had left the crowd to gain Capernaum's land; 116 
And in a vessel we forsook the shore, 
Bethsaida's coasts^ which join'd it^ to explore. 
The night, though flattering, prov'd at last unkind, 
And left our hark exposed to seas and wind. 120 
Though loss'd vvith tempests, we could make no wxiji 
When certain SiignaU show'd approaching day; 



evening vnu come, he was there alone. 24. But the 
-was tossed. 25. And in the fourth watch of the night/' 

&c. Now, the same word ^/<s is used, v. IS. « When 
it was evening." Dr. Hammond thus reconciles these 
places, ** that the word o+«a is taken in different senses, 
** sometimes for the , precise evening, or sun-set, at othcra 
f< synecdochically for ihe whole night, as morning for 
*« .the -day;" So in Moses, «« the evening and the morning 
were the first day," a natural day of twenty-four hours. 
Thus, in the first place, it is to be taken for the precist 
evening or sun-sc* ; in the latter^ for the whole night : to 
which might be added, that the second o^ict nay beat 
a great distance from reraf yi ^i>^aucn, see v. 25. " When 
the evening was come, our Saviour was alone in the moun- 
tain praying ;" which must take up ^ome time ; as it did, 
we know, whole nights together : ihen v. 24. «• The ship 
was in the midst of the sea ; and v. 25. In the fourth watcb 
pf the night Jesus went unto them," ^.. 
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But still Our eyes could ficarceljr see the lights. 
Or find our sea-marks in the stormy night* IM 
The waves seem'd angry^ and our ship was toss*4t 
And we half found'red gave onrs(bl^s for lost. 
Oar mast was broken^ and our helm was goue^ 
And boiliog surges drove the vessel on« 
Enclosed with death we thought it vain to strive, ' 
And not one soul expected to survive. IdO 

But life is dear/ some therefore ready stood 
To seize a plank) and shun the furious 4tood 
On boards or rafts, if they on these could stand. 
And. reach, though naked, the contiguous strand. 
And ere we ventur'd on the awful swell, IS^f 

Each spoke to each, und took his last farewell. 

*' We scarce had ended, ere Barjoha saw 
A distant form which filFd our souls with awe: 
It seem'd approaching to our shatter'd bark, 
But this was doubtful, for the night was dark. 14t 
At length we look*d : all saw it, all agreed. 
Each saw the form undoubtedly proceed. 
As it advanc'd, distinctly it appear*d. 
And gave new terrors to the death we fear'd: 
Its shape was human, walking on the sea ; 14^ 
Each step it look created new dismay; ^ 
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It s^emM to all^ who gaz*d with nmeh dfiKght, 
;6ome horrid epeetre roving^ ifi the ni^ti 
, And 88 it came^ we plainly could perc^ye 
;It meant to board Hie wreck we wished to leave. 159 

But while with horror to the stem we fled, 

The strange appearance mildly spoke, and said :-^ 

** Courage, my friends ; assistance still is near: 

^' Behold your Lord, afad give the winds your fear;** 

jEEis welUkoown voice with hopes and fears we 
heard, \hb 

3ut scarce belie vM .that help so near appear*d. 

^' Cephas, with smiles, forgetting sea and shore. 

Grew strong in faith, though he was weak before; 

And boldly said — " If thou the Saviour be. 

Repeat thy voice, and bid me come to thee;'' 160 

Again he spoke} while rapt in joy we «tood> 

And beckon'd Peter to attempt the flood. 

He left the wreck, and trod the watery field. 

Whose solid waves like rocks refai$*d to yield. l64 

With daring feet through unknown paths he goa, 

And walk'd majeiStic as the -surges rose. 
But, when he saw the surly ocean frown. 
The hollow hanging waves look loW'ring down ; 
"When in a dreadful vale, the seas and night 
/Conjoined to intercept the Saviour's sight.; — 170 



lK>OK Yi THE LIFE OF CHRIBT; ^Sf^ 

The stormy winds obstruct his wonderous race. 
And dash the twisted foam against his face ;— -^ 
Surpris'd with fear, he felt the slippery^ wave 
Betray bis feet, and cried-^'' O Master, saye*" 
Hb heard and sav'd ; bat did his fears upbraid^ 17^ ' 
And mildly askM bim, ** why he seem*d afraid ; 
** Whence he so soon could so forgetful prove, 
" Suspect his power, or criminate his love ?" 
Our vessel then the wonderous pair received. 
And all with Cephas stedfastly believ'd; ^ 160' 
Ali joined in songs the Saviour to adore, 
And soon in safety reach'd the welcome shore. 

*' With tranquil hearts the sounding beach we 
walk'd. 
And of our fears and recent dangers taltc'd. . 
While thus engag'd, the cheerful orb of day 185 • 
On Hermon*s hill diffus'd its sacred ray. 
Our nets and clothes we then prepared to. spread. 
To meet the sun upon a sandy bed. 

L. J8S. On ffermon^BhiU diffut^d its iacred ray.'] Etrm<m^ 
was east of Jordan and the sea of Galilee, Deut, iv. 47, '48. 
^* They possessed their land (of Sihon and Og) on this side 
Jordan (the Mildemess' side, where this book must have., 
been written), toward the sun-rising, fVotti Aroer, which is - 
by the bahk of the river Amoo, eyen unto Mount Sion * 
(Ixx. the Mount of Sihon), which is Hermon.** 
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Tbe9e quickly diied^.wie to Capemaom went^, 18^- 
To whose ftir walls hift steps the Savioar bisnt.. 
But ere we reached it, aS' we backwend threw 
Our wandering eyes, the lajce.we left to view^ 
We saw its side towards* the western tb<>re 
With men and ships completely cgtci^'d o'er f 
Th^ crowds who still remain'tl upon tk^ sand >93< 

With ea^r haste prepar'd to leave, the strand ;. 

« 

To press that water their companieoa presa'd,, 
JLfld seek the Saviour on its placid breast. 
Hence the soft' surface of its native greep^ 
Conceal'd. by vessels^ scarcely could be seen^ 2Q0 
These from the shore the hardy seamen shove^ 
And half the bay appeared* a floating grove; 
So when their flight a flock of locusts taEe 
From Lubim's wild, or Cherofirdian*s lake, 

I. 9S3— S06. S&wken their fight a fioek of lociuts Uke 
From Lubiffi's wild, or Chelonidian^s lake^ 
fFhih Mi%raim*8 tons their fooiisH tfir implore 
To drive the plague which hovers on their shore.] 
All authors who write of Africa observe, that those deserts 
produce vast armies of these destructive creatures. Apeople 
there called the 'Axptiopayi, or locust-eaters^ take their 
names from making reprisal» upon them, and devouring, 
them, because thej haye left nothing else to eat*. See the 
Schohast or Dionysius^ v. 550, 569. Diodorus, Strabo> and 
several of the ancients (as Ludolfus since), and others 
quoted by Bochart, Lib. 4. Cap. S. give us their descriptiga 
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"While Mizraim's sons their foolish ox implore Q,Oi 
To drive the plague which hovers on their shore ;-— 

and history $ that learned man deriving one of the Arahian 
namer, Albabsftn, from Abyssinia; a pait of Africk, whidi 
they seldom fail to Tisit, being brought thither, by winds, 
from those vast sandy tracts of ground that lie south and 
west, in which are the Chelouidian fens, Chelonides Paludef ^ 
ih the geographer, by a continual stream discharging 
themselyes into the Niger. Now the same south orwestwindi 
which brought them from the wilderness, might carry theta 
on to Bgypt ; Bochart being of opinion, that the Egyptian 
locusts came from this country : though I rather belieye 
they took not so long a journey, being borne from Arabia 
Felix, east of Egypt; and where enough of them are often' 
found to supply all their neighbours ; the Arabians being 
but too well acquainted with them, and their writers' git ing 
a- more particular description of them than any others. It 
may not be unpleasant to instance in one, because of his 
odd easterly way of expression, who comj^ins of their 
molesting them at their yery tables : he is quoted by Bo- 
chart, in his Locusta, in these words, ** Algesen, the son of 
** Aly, said, we were sitting at a table, I and my brother 
*t Mahumed, the son of Alchanasia, and, the sons of my 
** uncle-' Abdalla, and Ketbem, and Alphidal, the sons of 
** Alibas, when a locust lit upon the table,' jn the middle 
'^ of us,'* &c.- However, though Bochart*s conjecture may 
not here hold, because it is said that it was Onpni*l> 
an east wind, that brought theUe locusts, for which reason 
they must rather come from Ari^bia which. lies cast, than 
Ethiopia which is south from Egypt ; yet they may be, and 
are frequently, carried thither from Abyssinia j by those 
south and west winds, which often bring them from the 
Cape, or the deserts of Mount Atlas. As to my expression, 
the plague which hoyers^ it is agreeable to what historians 
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So when the west winds from thieir reedy coast 
Drive off those swarms- in whieh their hopes were 
lost. 

From theirfair fields the straggling squadrons sweep. 
And hurl them headlong in th' Arabian deep^— 

relate of the TSft flights of these locustf , which sometimes 
•bscure the sud, and darken large tracts of ground $ two of 
their names, 3^71 and b^b^i being derived, by Bochart» 
from such roots as imply veiling and darkness } who farther 
aflinns oat of Cadamastus, that they soinotimes readi 
twelve miles together. And Surius says, << That even ia 
** Poland, in the year 1541, a cloud of tliem appeared two 
*' miles in length, and hindered the light of the sun from 
** all that tract of ground over which they flew.^ 

L. 207. So when ike west winis from their reeifye^iu^^ 
Exod. X. 19. "The Lord turned a mighty strong west wind, 
which took away the locusts, and cast them into the Bed 
-Sea." I call it a reedy coast, because the sea is styled intbt^ 
Hebrew, Jam Zuph, the reedy, sedgy, or flaggy sea, from 
the multitudes of flags and weeds which grow in it, as weD 
as (HI its bank ; << though never so many ill weeds there,*' 
says Fuller, after his way, ** as when the Egyptians were 
drowned in it." 

L. 210. Jnd hurl them headlong in tk* Arabian deep."] The 
Red Sea is also called by Dionysius and others KoXtt®' 
^Apa€ixo^, the Arabian gulf (now Mare de Mecca), from its 
washing the shores of Arabia. This is the usual end of 
those creatures, as Pliny, Jerome, and others, say. I will 
only instance in Sigebert, even in our own country, who 
tells us in his Chronicle, *< That after a parcel of these 
** Tartarian travellers had made a straggling visit into 
« Europe, and put all France under contribution (or rather 
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So looks the gulf, when they a period find fill • 
To their long voyage, driven by the wind ; 
From shore to shore their breathless millions spread, • 
And check the tide with ramparts of the dead :-^ - 
Thus seemM the lake, when- from the distant «fide 
Hie sails were spread, and dashing oars were pliied : • 
While they with toil the Saviour's tract pursu^. 
And in their minds his miracles reviewed. • 
But when the gale began to rouse the deep, . 
They chang'd their course, nor took their destined ' 
sweep;- £90 * 

Their numerous vessels sought- the yieldii^ sand^ . 
And at Capernaum they safely laix!.* \ 

'' Here with surprise they soon the Saviour found ' 
For. well they knew he had not coasted round, . 

«< Military execotioh), they were at last all carried aWay by a ' 
<( Blast of windi and drowned in the British ocean^ in sQfh * 
** vast numbers, that being thrown up again on the shores, 
<< their putrified bodies infected the air, and brought a ' 
« terrible pestilence, which destroyed anincredibla nnyiber • 
« of men." 

L. 229. Here wiih surprise they *mh the Savitmr'fomui,^ . 
They might well be surprised to find him there so soon in '< 
the morning, knowing that his disciples went away without - 
him i it being at least fourteen or fifteen miles from the ^ 
MoutUam of Miracles (supposing it to be-south of Bethiaida, 
where it is generally placed) round to Capernaum ; the 

N 5 
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Bj land or sea^ Bethsaida's bending shore s 225 

No boat ffas there ; his own had saiFd before* 

AfTiv'd, they ask'd him how he thither came i 

Vox all were anxious to enjoy his fame. . 

He saw what motives had become their guide, 

And thus with some severity replied : 230 

'* V I to gratify your pride should tell, 

^' This would no more than my last miracle 

*' Convince your unbelief. Too well I see 

'^ ,My loaves and fishes are preferred to me. 

** Unhappy men, you waste your time in vain 23J 

" The fading riches of the world to gain> 

^' You madly toil for unsubstantial food, 

'* And things which perish call your greatest good ; 

^* Nor once attempt to taste without alloy 2S9 

" That meat which saints in other worlds enjoy : 

<' Of these repasts my faithful friends partake, 

*' Who quit your follies for your Master's sake^ 



l)eiog« accprding to JosephuSy fourteen or fifteen miles 
!ong) and six or seven broad , and this voyage containing 
about half the length, ^nd all the breadth of it, besides the 
loss of way by creeks and turnmgs. Both Chorazin and 
Capernaum now lie buried in dust and ruins : the Pilgrim^ 
who saw there, tells us, that even Ciipernaum itself con- 
siftts.of nothing but three or four fishiii^ cabins near the 
lake. , 
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To giv^ them life, theJSon of God was given ; 

To parcbase glory, he came down from heaven; 
*' To prove his missiony miracles were sent ; 245 
^' To save mankind, he calls them to repent ; 
** For none but these his blessings shall receive, 
'* Who, with thatfaith which works by love,believc.** 

'' The thoughttess crowd, on miracles intent, 
DespisM the ends for which these signs were sent ; 
Each felt his soul by novelty inspir'd, 251 

And all new causes of amaze desired.' 
Some ask'd for manna, which their sires despis'd ; 
And some, demurring, gold and silver priz'd ; 
Ignobly sunk in laziness and pride, 2d5 

The sensual vices all his views defied. • 
Each seem'd ambitions to espouse his cause. 
To raise his empire, but subvert his laws : * 
And had bur Lord, his auditors to win, 269 

Freed them from labour, and indulg'd their sin ; — 
Had he; their clamours and huzzas to gain, 
Taught them in shameful idleness to reign ; — 

L.'253. Some ask'd for manna, which their aires despis''d,y 
It seems, the Jews desired our Lord to ^ve them maniui^ 
which they tacitly beg, St. Joba^ vi. 31. and vsyort plainly . 
v. 34. 
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The mass, attentive to emch word he spoke, 
t Had rescued Judah from her foreign yoke* 

^' But Christ, who knew their motives and tbeir 
deeds^ 966 

From their ambition and intrigues recedes. 
In all his words he recommended toil^ 
And nobly scorned to flatter or beguile ; 
Nor would perform those wonders which they lov'd^ 
To please the vanity by which they mov*d : 270 
For greatest miracles which common grow. 
Lose all their force^ and are no longer so. 
Yet thus he spoke : " The manna Moses brought 
'^ To feed your fathers for the land they sought^ 
*' Was not from him ; from Heav'n the gift came 
down, 275 

'^ Its various mercies to display and crown. 
*^ Your sires partook of this material bread. 

Whose mouldering ashes lie among the dead. 

But great and numerous as these blessings were, 
^' They stand eclIpsM by those I now declare; 280 
*' Superior blessings Heaven designs to give, 
^* And those who eat this bread of life shall live. 
^' In me, behold this spiritual supply, 
'^ And such as come shall eat and never die. 



it 
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'' But know, vain men, the bread which I lieetbW 
^ Suits not the taste of all who dwell below. * fiSd 
** Material food the human frame requires ; 
'' The food I give the human mind inspires. 
" Who eau, renewed with vigour all divine^ QB9 
*^ Shall do my Father^s heavenly will and mine ; 
'' Shall live protected till his days are o*er, 
^' And. die^ to hunger and to thirst no mote ; , 
'' In life and death shall bear this constant sign^ 
^* By faith and holiness distinguish-d mine. 

'' As man fjrom Heav'n derives his every good, 
<* So with my Spirit these shall be endued ; — 296 
*^ Against temptation find superior power^ 
^' Nor be forsaken in the final hour* 
'' But only such as to my laws incline^ 
*' And nobly keep them, — these alone are mine: 300 
'' Not earth's weak force, nor hell's infernal bands, 

** Shall snatch or wrest them from their Saviour's 

hands : 
'' Hispowershallshield them; and his guardian care 
'' To joys immortal shall ih'eir spirits bear; 304 
'^ And when that day, which all the guilty tiread, 
^' To" endless life shall wake the trembling dead. 

These sons of light, e3cap'd from grief and pain> 
[* Shall with the Saviour judge the world and reign.'' 



(( 



t78 THE LIFE OF eHRIST. BOOK Vi 

. *^ These serious troths and awful scenes amuse, 
And strangely harden the obdurate Jews.- 510 
Some his -pre tensions^ some his birth deride> 
And some coademn his poverty and pride : 
•^ Was not this prophet/' they exclaim'd with scorn; 
'* Of mean descent) a Galilean born ! 
'* In little Nazareth his parents live> 315* 

'^ And want those alms which lie afiect$ to glvew 
^' His father works at a mechanic trade, . 
" His mother proofs of poverty bet ray 'd : 
'* His mean relations mingle wi^hour tribes, 319 

'* Nortakethosenostrumswhichhis pride prescribes. 

». • " . * . . . 

L. S17. His father works at amechamc trade.'] I know* 
ihe-word textwv, as well Bsfaber in the Latin, has a larger 
. signification than our English' carpenter $ and some of the 
fathers were of opinion, that Joseph .was faher ferrarius,' 
a blacksmith, as he is called in the Hebrew gospel of St.^ 
Matthew ; but the greater stream of writers suppose him 
to have been. sk carpenter: thus Justin-Mart jr, who affirms,' 
that our Lord himself did make ploughs and yokes ; and 
indeed he is called TSHrbiv, St. Mark, vi. 3. and therefore, it 
may be presumed, actually wrought at his father's trade. 
Caj^maum is about twdve miles distant from Nazareth/ 

L. 319. His mean relations mingle with our tribes,"] These 
relations of our Lord, called his brethren in holy writ, 
according to the Jewish way of speech, seem to be no 
more than his cousins germah, or sons of his mother's 
sister ; for she that is called the mother of James and 
Joscs, St. Mark, xv. 47. and xyi. 1. is styled Mary the wife 
of Cleophas and Jesus's Mother's sister> St. John, xix. S3. 
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'f Will this self.taught usurper of the sky^ 
'^ His father^ mother^ and his friends deny i .* 

*' Or must we tbink^ by some strange magic given, 
*' That all the family came down from heaven V* 

4 

«... 

f 

" Our Lord replied—*' If these you disbeljevip, 
^f Hovjr will you truths still mor^ sublime receive ? 
'' Aga,in I speak^ attend to what I say : 327 

^* I came from heaven^ and am to heaven the way. 
^* My body bleeds a sinless sacrifice ; 
" My flesh is bread ; who eats it, never dies. 3S0' 
^* My blood effus'd, my Godlie^ makes diyine, , 
'' Which flows in streams to answer God's design : 
** Unless through these you happily obtain 
'^ JBternal liic, your hopes of bliss are vain, • 
^' You seemamaz'd that I from heav'n came down, 
*' Without my glory, diadem, or crown ; 336 

'^ But scenes to come will greater wopder raise, 
^' When from my grave I reascend the skies,--^ 
'*' When holy angels in my train jrou find,— 
^* A cloud my chariot, and my wings the wind. 340^ 
'^ O hard of heart, perverse to understand 
*• What I reveal, or do what I command, 
'^ Your carnal minds, immersed in sensual love, 
f * Cleave to the earth, nor soar to things s^bove : 
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'* A mystic sense the wordh I speak convey, S45 
? Which leads believers to eternal day/' 

^^ But DO discourse could prejudice subdue^ 
Remove false doctrines, or impress.the true. 
The thoughtless crowd, with murmuring diseonteht 
Andstrong displeasure, from the Saviour went. 350^ 
With disappointment they forsook the shore. 
In shoals as thick as when they came before. 
The Saviour saw, but sorrow'd much to find 
None but his twelve remain with him behind ! '' 
Then with those signs which kind compassions 
show, 355 

Thus mildly question'd-^'* Will ye also go ?" 
Straight fervent Cephas, who could scarcely bear 
So close a question, ask'd — *'To whom, or where? 
^' Eternal fife, dear Lord, we all implore ; 359 
*' And this we find — and who can give us more? 

L. 345. A mystic sense the words I speak eenvejf.^. St. 
John, vi. 63. <* It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the wordi 
that I speak unto you, ^re Spirit," &c. 

L. 347 ■ But no discourse could prejudice stAdue* ] It seentf 
plain, that the Jews understood our Saviour's wordi, " I am 
the bread of life," in a gross, carnal, literal sense : which 
mistake our Saviour endeavours to rectify ; but they con- 
tinued obstinate, and would not give him kave to under* 
stand his own words* 
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*' We know then must the true Messiah be, 
'' And all our hopes and souls reppse on theev'* 
Again lie said^ while copious sorrows flow^ 
/ ** I know you better than yourselves ye know ; 
*' Your various failings I with tears survey, S65 
" And mourh for him who will his Lord betray. 
'' His secret thoughts before my eyes are spread^ 
^* Though veird by him in fancy's deepest shade. 
^' One of the twelve who stands before me her^, 
**, And seems absorb'd in penitential prayer, 370 
'' Allur*d by bribes shall violate my laws, 
^' And act the traitor to the Saviour's cause, 
*' Perform the part I shudder to foretd, 
'^ And move in concert with the prince of hell. 
^' Soon will the fiend become his dreadful guest, , 
^' And fill with avarice all his guilty breast ; 37& 

L« 866. And mourn for him iehowiU his Lord beiray.'] John 
Ti. 64. *' Jesus knew from the beg^inning who should betray 
him." This was a wonderful instance of his humiliation and 
Bubmission to the Divihe wil!, that, in obedience to it, h6 
chose such a person for one of his family, as he knew froiti 
the very first would prove a traitor. 

L. 375. Soon will the fiend become his dreadful guests'] 
I take the word iia^oyk®- here, one of you, namely, Judas» 
is a devil, in the largest sense, as it is used in the 'sacred, 
writings, answerable to the Hebeew TDtt^, which signifies^ 
as Dr. Hammond and Grotius remark, among other thingsj 
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^ And when his deeds appear in public view, 
" My death will prove the words I^speak are true." 

• 
'' Our conscious souls the accusation heard,- 

Each ey'd the aext^ and for his safety fear'd ; 380 

Tet no one spoke, or ask'd him to explain 

Those awful words which -fill-d each breast withpaiiH 

But deeply treasured what we fear'd to view ; 

And sad events, we dread, wiU prove them true. 384 

"Butlhough I strive to tell the works he wrought, 
The mighty sum exceeds my tongue and thought. 
Whilfe fn Capernaum's fruitful coast he stayed, 
Legions of devils his commands obey'd ; 
His hands the srck to health and strength restor'd ; 
The dead were rais'd by fes* AlmlgKty wbrdr SflO 
Remote and near his fame and virtu^& move. 
And numbers trembled who disdain'd to love.- 



an AdTersary in foro^ a delaitor, an informer^ an accu9er» 

especially a false accuser ; so here, oiaQo>/^^ gays oae>ii 
as much as qui deferet me apud prineipeSf one that, will 
accuse me to the elders. But I understand it in a yet stronger 
sense : << He is a devil ;" that is, our Saviour saw that he wv 
already giTcn up to the power of the evil spirit, who woiil<l 
ftilly enter into hims tempting^ him successfully to betraj 
hU Master. 
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When our great Lord a fit occasion saw, 
He preach-d his gospel, to explain the law ; 
Reveal'd new truths, and then sublimely tells 5Q5 
The schemes of Heaven in lively parables ; 
The great designs of prophecies' imparts, 
Qr blames the hardness of his hearers' hearts ; 
The veil from scripture condescends to tear. 
And shows the people what to. love and fear. 400 
Some facts remember*d may acceptance find, 
Andthese when heard must speak for those behind. 

/* It happened oqcej returuiiig from the feast, 
Where Christ at Salem had become a guest, 404 
He pass'd through Csma^ where hia power divine;* 
Xbe crystal water had liansform'd to wine* 
But while we here within its precincts stay'd. 
And some provision for the future made, 
A wealthy Lord from rich Capernaum came, 409 
Witl;^ haste and sorrow, — Chuza was his name* 

Ii. 410,' 0^th^ia»le and sornm^'-^Chuza was h£s fmme,'\ 
Liglitfeot^ Wa&er, and' btherii, think-that the nobleman, 
St. John, It. 46^ whowi son wat aick at Capcamanm, wai aa 
other than that Ckiua the husbi^nd^f Joannay who minis-, 
teredtoour Saviour atid his aporttes, St. Luke, viii. 3.— 
which opinion I follow* 
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The rank he bore io haaghtj Herod's courts 

Had rais'd him high in popular report t^ 

Be was by Herod his high steward made^^ 

And upper Grdilee his power obeyed. < 414 

H^y in his youth, by pleasures^ wiles debauched, 

Embrac'd those doctrines the Herodians broachM: 

These^ worse than Sadducees, or near the satnei 

Imagined virtue but an empty name ; 

Thought good and evil were the statesman's tools) 

And heaven and hell bat tales to frighten fools. 420' 

Hence all the sect voluptuously employ 

Their thoughtless hours in lewd tumultuous joy ; 

Each some new pleasures every day contrives^ 
And all to wickedness devote^ their. lives. 

" Too long with these unnappy Chnza stayed, 425 

By numbers sanction'd^ and by vice Uetray'd. 

His conscience^luU'd^by pleasure*s flattermg charms, 

Slept too securely in her fatal arms ; 

But grace divine the dangerous cheat reveal'dj 

And pointed out what passion had conceal'd* 430 
His soul, alarm*d> espous'd fair virtue's cause. 
And Chuza stood to advocate.her law8« . 
But what; through grace; conspir'd this change to 

move. 
Was fair Joanna and her virtuous love. 



This lovely maidea. hful preserved her fame 4SJi 

:In Herod's coartj and lighted Choza's flame ^ 

An awe for virtue all her words iqspir'd ; 

And 9uch as yielded no assen^^ admir'd: 

<fier looks and modesty displayed a mien^ 

la ancient courts but rarely sought or seen. 440 

" Her, in the crowd, admiring Chuza saw. 
And felt the influence of esteem and awe- 
Her condescension quite dethroned his pride. 
And chained those vices which had been his gUid'e. 
The seeds of grace, in this auspicious hour, 445 
Came to his aid, and exercis'd their power ; 
Till strong like lier's his growing virtues prov'd,' " 
And admiration settled into love. 
Determined hence to fix his choice for life. 
He wooM and won Joanna for his wife. 450 

At her request his sacred prize he bore 
From Herod's court and sin^s enchanting shore ; •< 
And with Susanna, whose maternal care 
Had train'd her mind to piety and prayer, 
Found an asylum and a safe retreat 45.^ 

At his hereditary country seat. 
They had not long in peace resided tliere. 
Ere heaven in kindness bless'd them with an heir. 
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The smiling parents saw with heartfelt joy 

The dawning virtues of their lovelj bojr, 460 

But soon a fever*s unrelenting rage 

Their blasted hopes does in his death presage. 

The frighted parents, robb'd of hope and ease, 

Mark'd the sad progress of the stern disease ; 

Wept while he groan*d with unavailing grief) 465 

But felt unable to impart relief* 

Bent o'er his couch^ the mournful mother stood, 

And watch'd the pulses of his poison'd blood ;— 

Ferceiv'd the tides in quick succession roll, 

Which beat a march to his departing soul. 470 

His tongue was morbid^ and his breath was shorty 

And strong convulsions every limb distort ; 

Derang'd, he seizes every object near. 

And all the marks of instant death appear. 474 

'' But while with tears they gave their son for lost, 
They heard that on the Galilean coast 
Their numerous friends had seen our blessed Ldrif 
And their last hopes confided in his word. 

L. 476, &c. Tliey heard that on the Galilean cetui 

Tlieir numerousfriends had seen our blessed Lof£\ 
St. John, iv. 43. " After two days, he departed thcBCC 
(from the<oasts of Samaria) and went iiM;o GalUM*" 
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» . ' • » 

long was their faith; his fame and powerthe^p knew^, 
ad each believ'd that Christ could all things do. 
le anxious father left the dying bed, 48 1 

ad quickly foUow'd where his hopes had led ; 
hen drives his chariot in a race with deaths 
id posts to Capa, or to Nazareth ; 
id ^ows, should he receive his son restor d^ 485 
hat he and his would glorify the Lord. 

• ■ • 

'* Near JephthaeFs streams he found the friend 

he sought, 
id his great message to a crisis brought. 

■ m 

»w on the earth and prostrate he ador'd^ 

id health and vigour for his son implo/d. 49O 

irist, who, remote, his earnest vow" had heard, 

serious trial for his faith prepared. 

It well he knows, when human bosoms bleed^ 

3W to sustain them in the time of need ; 

It here his patience and his faith he tried, 49^ 

id his request nor granted nor denied. 

len turning to the crowd his radiant face, 

e thus exclaimM — ** O unbelieving race, 

L. 487. Near JephthaeVs streams he found the friend he 
ight,'] A brook of that name in Galilee j the same, I 
nk, with Shihor-Libanus. 
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^' How far shall infidelity prooeed ? 4^ 

'' How long will you these BigQB add wonders need I 
'< Must faith to sense continue to -submit^ 
<' Nor leave one moment for sincere regret f 
*' Must all these miracles which Heaven bestows 
'' Bring no convictions^ while they gain applause: 
*' Like meteors shine amidst the gloom c^night; 503 
** And strike you blind with supernatural light.'' 

" The father all with deep attention heard, 
But full of fears this anxious prayer preferred r 
*' My case, dear Lord, admits pf no delay, 
*' Nor can my son survive the present day : 510 
'* Before I came, I saw him gasp for breath, 
'< And faintly struggle in the pangs of death \ 
** If then thou canst departing life supply, I 

" Ascend my chariot, or my son must die." 
Christ having heard, this simple answer gives, 515 
** Retire in peace, thy darling offspring lives." 
The joyous father from the Saviour went, 
And to Capernaum his swift course he bent. 
On his approach, to meet him at the gate. 
Elate with joy officious servants wait, 5C0 

Whose eager tongues the happy news impart 
To ease the throbbings of the parent's heart ; 
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Who, full of faith, had previously believM 

The joyful tidings \vhich he now received. 

** Thy son,** they cried,* " is suddenly restored, 52* 

^* jAnd with his mother waits her absent Lord. 

^* For him we smile, for whom we lately mourned, 

^ And see his vigour and his health return*d«" 

The father ask'd with carefulness the hour 

That interposed to check the fever's power ? 530 

^' 'Twas on the seventh of yesterday," they said, 

'^ That death departed, and the danger fled. 

" Surpris'd we saw him then begin to mend, 

*f Butthrough what cause we cannotcomprehend.'' 

^* That was the time," the ravish'd father cries, 

Lifting to Heav'n his grateful hands and eyes, 

^' Precisely then the great Messiah's word 

^* Declar'd my son v. as from the grave restored." 

" These truths Joanna heard with tears of joy, 
And in her hand led forth the smiling boy, 540 
And safe and well to the pleas'd father shows : 
The child, well pleas'd, his arms extended throws. 
Welcomed his sire, and innocently said, 
^' I have been ill, but am not sick or dead." 
Great Cbuza now, with gratitude and prayers, 54i 
To all his family his vow declares : 
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These freely grant he could perform no less ; 
And thie. Messiah^ Jesus all confess. 

" Soon after this, when Jesus further went, 
.(The blind and lame remember this event,) 5^ 
Loquacious fame proclalm'd his march aloud, 
While doors and streets displayed a motley crowd. 
The dumb declared, the deaf received, his word, 
And half dead patients smiFd^ to health restored. 
A touch, a look, their maladies remov'd, 555 

And all bis garxnents efiicacious prov'd. 

" Among this group of indigent and poor, 
Who ask'd redress, and found or sought a cure, 
A bold Centurion of the Roman band> 
Inur'd to war, to take and give command, 560 
DispatchM a proxy to relate his grief. 
And then petition of our Lord relief; 
J'or with his troops he at Capernaum lay, 
To check the vouths of factious Galilee. 

L. 564. To (heel: the r/ouihs of faclious Galilee.} The 
Ccnliinon \)ci:\^ lixcd in this place, there sceir.s little doybt 
Iriit t^:;it it was a slaliou of the Romans, of whom there 
was ufcd eiioii;;h in that factious country of Galilee, where- 
of CapernauTn v^as cue of the most considerable places, if 
not the Metropolis, 
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The cause he taught his proxy to express 565 

Was simply this, for which he sought redress : 

" A faithful servant; whom he brought from Rome, 

*' Appeared to wait for his impending doom. 

** In various climes his faithfulness he found, 569 

** On burning sands, and snows, and frozen giound; 

" His arm with blood had dyed the hostile plains, 

" And pois'd the spear in thirty hard campaigns. 

'* In fierce extremes his pulse had learn'd to beat, 

'* In winter's solstice and in summer's heat. 574 

<' Bnt arduous toil and dread disease at length 

*' His bloom had wither'd, and absorb'dhisstrength; 

'' His nervous muscles cramps conspir'd to bend, 

'' And in a p^lsy bade bis vigour end. 

'* Helpless for years the faithful veteran lay, 

" A lump of half inani mated clay. 580 

*' Departing strength in all his Jimbs expir'd, 

*' And life to her last citadel retir'd. 

*' What art invented or what nature made, 

'* His friendly master ordered for his aid ; 

'' But DO assistance could assuage his pain, 585 

*' And arts were tried and sums were spent in vain. 
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" Among the rest Calirrhoe^s baths were tried; 
** But these the v'utues they contain, denied. 
" The king's Physician next espoused his cause, 
^ But strove in vain to favour nature's laws. 59O 
*' His helpless case the master's tears deplore, 
" And much be sigh'd that he could do no more. 
** A servant thus for faithfulness renown^^ 
*' His generous master a companion own'd : 
** Valiant and true, in danger often tried, 6SS 
*' Nor gold nor fear could make him leave his side, 
'* In expeditiona forward to obey, 
*^ Nor would the secrets which he knew betray/^ 

L. 587. Among the rest Calirrhoe^s baths were tried.] 
Josephus describes these waters, both in his Antiq. lib. 8. 
cap. 17. and in Bell. Jud. lib. 7. cap. 25.* He says, *« Tbejr 
*' arise about Machserus, from two springs of contrary 
•* natures, one hot and sweet, the other celd and bitter ; 
*• which, meeting together, have many excellent virtues, 
** giving health, both by drinking and bathing, for several 
** diseases :" though Herod the Great tried them in vain 
by the advice of his Physicians, they being like to kill 
liim, instead of curing him. These waters are so plenti- 
ful, that they not only run off, but make a fair current 
or river, on whose banks stood the ancient city Lasha> 
afterwards Calirrhoe, whence the baths themselves are 
named, being styled by Joseph us, the baths of Calirrhoe, 
as our Tunbridge-Waters take their name from the town, 
though it is at a considerable distance from them. 
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** His master, finding hnman efforts vain^ * 
*' Sought for divine, for these alone remain. 600 
" In this distress the Saviour's fame convey'd 
** The wondrous tidings of the cures he made. 
*' The master rising with attention heard, 
" And Israel's Monarch before all preferred. 604 
*' He lov'd the Jews, and their religion prais'd, 
'* And a small temple by his bounty rais'd. 
'' His servant now he hastened to convey 
^' To Christ, and him at Jesu's feet to lay. 

But soon he found him gasping hard for breathy 
And struggling in the agonies of death : 610 
•* He then resolv'd himself to Christ to go, 
** But thought himself too worthless, mean, and low, 
*' Unfit to ask for blessings unprepared 
" (A fact which proves he did not know the Lord : 
*' Since none by naerit were prepared to stay, — 
" None for humilitj' were turn'd nway).'* 6l6 

*' Jairus the Saviour of the world implor'd 
To have the servant of his friend restored ; 

L. 617. Jairus theFaviour of the world implored.'] St, Luke 
vii. ** The Centurion sent unto him the elders of the Jews." 
The rulers oftheifv^ynagogueswcre chosen out of the elders; 
one of these rulers was Jairus, with whom undoubtedly 
the Centurion was iutiiuite, since he himielf had built 
the Jews a Sjnagogue* 
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A train of friends supported his request^ 

And the same point importunately press'd. 620 

" Soon as our Lord the circumstances heard, 
He left the place, and to the house repaired • 
His kind designs the bold Centurion knew. 
And much he wish'd, but fear*d, an interview. 624 
He heard and said, '* Such actions must not be, 
^' Such condescension is too great for me. 
" My house, my heart, my household are too mean,' 
'^ A guest so great to lodge or entertain. 
'* But as my soldiers, when they hear my voice, 
'' Obey my word, and know no other choice ; 630 
•^ Attend observant on each secret sign, 
*' And yield their wills submissively to mine ; 
^' So let Messiah, whose Almighty sway 
•' The laws of nature steadily obey, 
" Declare his will, and at his sovereign word 635 
" My worthy servant shall be quite restored." 

" At this reply the Saviour, looking round. 
Declared, such failh was not in Israel found. 
" But Israers sons/' he said, '* shall not alone 
•' Partake of glory and enjoy my throne. 6i0 

** In every nation, those among mankind 
** Who fear and love me with a holy mind^ 
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*' Shall find acceptance in ihe final hour, 

^' And feel deliverance from infernal power. . 644 

'* For faith like this assumes a strong command, 

'* Which Heaven itself refuses to withstand ; 

** And while some sons of Abraham hope in vain, 

'' These shall in glory with the prophets reign. 

*' Go tell the Roman his request is seal'd, 

^' And his brave servant of the palsy heard." 650 

He said — the servant instant strength received, 

And the Centurion and his house believ'd, 

*' But vain were all my efforts to relate 
What swarms he rescued from impending fate ;— 
How with a touch he Simon's mother rais'd, — 
How him the joyful paralytic prais'd, 656 

How Jairus' daughter was to life restored, 
And quickly mov'd obedient to his word ;— 
What virtues issued from the robes he wore, — 659 
What daring insults from the crowds he bore ;— 
What wondrous truthshis tongue vouchsafd to tell 
To her who met him close by Jacob's well, 668 
W hat lime he travdl'd ihrough Samaria's waste^ 
And baJe her view the future and the past; — 
How many, long of nai'ral light bereav'd, 6G5 

Their visual orbs and mental si^ht receiv'd^ 
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The poor old man the joyful tidings heard, 
And for a journey to our Lord prepar'dr 710 

With trembling haste he cheerfully arose. 
And near the gate his ragged garments throws. 
His useless staff increasing faith supplies. 
And hope rewards him for his loss of eyes. 
Groping he walk'd, but stumbl'd in the way, 715 
Nor for a guide amidst the crowd would stay. 
At length arriv'd, our gracious Lord inquir'd 
Why thus he spoke, and what lie most desired. 
*^ Lord, thou canst give," he with a sigh replied, 
*' Both eyes and light which Heaven has long 
denied." 720 

" Thy faith victorious,** Jesus straight rejoined, 
" Displayed aright, is wiih my power combin'd. 
/' Give glory where 'tis due; receive thy sight, 
'^ And plunge at once into a world of light/' 
Thus having said, immediately a skin, 725 

Which shut the windows of his soul within, 

L. 709. The poor old man the joyful tidings heard.l In 
the history thus, "Be of good comfort, for behold he 
calleth thee." 

L. 725. Thus having said, immediately m skin.l* ^ suppose 
it a sort of Cataract. 
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Fell from bis eyes, and thus relieved his mind. 
As mists or vapours vanish with the wind. 
Low on the earth he gratefully adored • 729 

The sacred pow'r which spoke his sight restor'd — 
Smil'd on the Saviour, and with language meet 
Express'd his thanks, and prostrate kiss'd his feet. 

'^ But time would fail, should T attempt to show 
The various wonders you already know. 
The blaste:! fig-tree you have often view'd, 735 
And mark'd its vegetative power subdued. 
Its wiiher'd branches thousands daily see 
On the great road which leads to Bethany. 
Of one born blind, perhaps, your ears have heard. 
Who at Siloani had his sight restor'd. 740 

The angry Sanhedrim this fact survey 'd. 
And by their actions serious fears betray 'd ; 
Yet while -they strove the wonder to disprove. 
They spread the name of Him I wish to love. 
At great Bcthesda, f im'd for maim'd and poor, 745 
He lieal'd a man whom angels could not cure : 

L. 739. Of one born blinds perhaps^ your ears have heard."] 
He y\',\fi ])om blind, and therefore his cure was such a 
miracle as wajs unans^vcrablc after all the cavils of the 
Jews. 
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Buty for this mirack hk power had wroiight. 
His glorious life the Jewish elders sought. 

^ Too well (said Joseph) we their envy know, 
^ And moara that virtue should create a foe. 750 
^ I well remember many truths he taught, 
^ And witness'd many miracles he wrought. 
'* I heard his Toice amidst tlie hum of trade, 

And saw the changes in the temple made ; 

He viewed their sacrilege with eyes of pain, T55 
" And drove the merchants from their seatsofgain« 
" I likewise saw him, when our elders brought 
" The fair adult'ress, in the action caught; 
^' I heard their questions, mark'd their base intent, 
^' And knew what all their captiouslanguage meant; 
'* But self-condemn'd these bold accusers went, 761 
'' And left the Saviour and the penitent* 
^' Yet fame alone enables me to know 
^' The fact your eyes at fair Bethesda saw ; 
*^ And though I doubt not the report is true, 76o 
*' I fdin would learn the narrative from you." 

L. 761. But self -condemned these bold accusers wejit.'] St. 
John viii. 9. *' Being convicted by their own consciences, 
<• thf*Y went out," tVc. 
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^* There is on fame's conspicnofos lists enroird^ 
In Salem's market where the sheep are sold, 
A famous pool, (the pioas saint replied J 769 

Whose healing waters haVe been often tried ; 
Where those who suffer, speedy cores may find. 
The deaf, thednmb, the wither'd, lame, and blind. 
Here, when the morning sacrifice is made. 
You know the power which all have seen displayed; 
You know, from heaven some friendly aogel brings 
The gift of health on his celestial wings ; 776 

And he who first immerges in the pool, 
Receives a core, and stands completely whole. 

*^ The man I mentioned, fall of pains and fears, 

Had felt disease for eight-and-thirty years : 780 

His friends through pity brought him in' his bi^^' 

Whifch near the margin of the pool they laid : 

But while- he waited the auspicious hour. 

And moar6'd his sufferings and Mi waul; of power. 

He saw another step iato his place, 785 

And seize the miracle before his face. 

Soch disappointments always doomed to bear^ 

Morder'd his hopes, and kept iaKve despair ; 

He felt his tormeots, nor could find relief. 

But spent his moments in desponding grief. 790 
vol*. I. p 
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The Savicmr saw and mooni'd his dee[>- distress^ 

And kindly ask'd him if he sought redress ? 

*^ Ll death/* he said^ with aDguish and neglect, 

** I hiUfe for ease, hot nothing jaore expect* 794' 

*^ Tllrongh friends the wealthy find a speedy cnre,- 

^.Bat most neglect, and some insnit, the poor/' 
*^ Thy woes are past," the Son of God repiies, 

Infos'd a power, and then he said — *^ Arise.'' 

Hisner?esgrew strotig,witb health his vis^e giow'd; 

His blood through long forgotten channels flow'd; 

His blasted limbs their Maker's words obey^ 801 

He rose and walk'd, and took bis couch away. 

In every part the change his eyes perceiv'd 

Appear'd too wonderful to be believ'd.- 

^ Soch crimes as these, for crimes to them they 
were, 805 

Strangely provok'd the Sanhedrim to war.- 
The sabbath-day, on which the cure was wrought^' 
Furnish'd his foes with the pretence they sought; 
And so far prejudice their minds engross'd^ 
That in the day the miracle was lost. .810 

Yet while these actiofasprove became from fa^v'n,^ 
They also prove tliey iteed not b« forgiven : . 
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Those powers which either sooi or body mend. 
Must be divine^ and cannot God offend. 
All works of love, he publicly confess'd,, - 815 
Broke not that day which God design^ iiN* rest. 
He blamM traditions; but he blam*d them^ wbeie 
With laws divine they clash and interfere. 
He, full of meekness, merciful, and kind. 
Obedience, faith, and law, and gospel joined. 820^ 
Compassion, alms, forgiveness he display 'd. 
And all the virtues tests of credenc«^made. 
Such proofs as these the Saviour sought and gave. 
Who came his people from their sins to save. 8€4 
Sometimes he spoke, and, like the seers of old. 
These truths sublime in mystic figures told ; 
Then in plain language numerous crowds address'df 
And brought conviction to the guilty breast." 
More might be said ; but I begin to fear 
Already I've too long detain'd you here. 830 

L. 817. He blamed traditions; but he blamed thitm, where.'} 
He says to his disciples, whatever the Pharisees commandy 
that observe and do ; that is, undoubtedly, in cases 
indifferent ; since he was very, severe against them, at 
in the business of Corban, where they made God's WQnl 
of no effect by their own traditioni . 
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Impofftaat kaoas I ochiM stiD iccittv 
Bcfdete with wiidoniy pnifit, and ddighc* 

Tt^'wptakieT oeM'd : but what remains, all pia^ 
To it indnlgfid with on th' cnning day. 
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